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# TBE PUBLISHER'S PREFACE 

To the First American Editicm. 



THESE Sennons, preach*d by William P«nn reoown*cl» 
I iong faavft read, and with delight profound*: 
As there's a timt ibrhiuiness to be done, 
All things a seaaon here below the aun ; 
The lime has come, most clearly in my view. 
To put these sermoni into print anew ; 
That those advanced to many yean, and youth 
May hear the tidings that hive flow'd from Truth. 
Tis surely not premeditation^ code, 
But in extempore eloquence they flow*d. 

This book will doubtless true acceptance find. 
To ev'ry person of a pioni mind. 
Who loves religion, in its purest flow, 
More than a name, or an external show--' 
To ihose'.who wish, when by true wisdom mov'd. 
Their hearts amended, and their minds improv'd— 
Who humbly and most ardently desire. 
And after riches from above aspire. 

The piety of this great preacher's mind, 
Of a sincere and unaffected kind — 
The noble object of his heart most true. 
The good of iouls, important in his view — 
The various subjects, running sweet and free— 
The language flowing in its purity, 
All tend to make it, unto those who read, 
An aequbition very great indeed— 
To those unskiird in learning nice and fine, 
And readers of the literary line. 
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P«Bir, IS B cUrialiau, Wi 
lie Miughl Ibc KiDgdoni ai a little eliild : 
Tboagh born to worldlj' honour ; lii hli youlii, 
Surreodar'd all, lo buy Ibe Cran-n of Truih ; 
WliLcb nas ni«)t preciooK— glorious in bis eyes- 
He aougbt for wisJom, and obtalu'd the prlze- 
A bright example, under Witdoni'i ray, 
Ta youth who frum the Holy Crass would Etray. 
IVhen peneciilions fell upon hiinslning. 
With fsilb and pnlieuce he endur'd the ivrong-a 
When tlirown in priion by oppreuive laws. 
Me largely Wrote, 10 aid religioo'i csiue : 
lie cbose aSiction, with the humble aeed. 
Before (he plcaiutes that to mit'ry lend. 
IThen bonoun great were ou Ills bead bestow'd 
He (ravei'd iu hnmilistion] roait— 

j-ay'd to vuitfy sad pride— 
ir'tHhacnW — in innoceucjr died. 




'ehim 



a legislator vi 



\ft tbere behold bim to liii subject! (rue ; 
Not u B parliel politician wild. 
By moaey. (Bine, and banour'i love beguil'd -. 
But thoie by bim were unto honour brought, 
Whokai] (rue wisdom, truth and virtue lougbl. 
His movement) \o administration prove, 
His views were social, universal love ; 
From bighrst rank, down to the orphan child, 
And to (he Datives of the lone )j wild. 

When as a Gospel Minister be't view'd. 
He's richly clad •nilh grace divine endu'd : 
Him meekly running to and fro we see, 
Witb great glad tidings, from a fountain free— 

r> cloth'd with love — a living river Bows. 

id lu Ibe precious hiiMiu bto'ly glows: 
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PRZrACl. 

He callte tnth— to no external plnn* 

Nor sect, nor creed that e>r was form'd by iDiii«i» 

He calls to Christ, the shining mental light, 

To lead from darkness, and the gloom of night. 

To him the heart must perfectly resign, 

To gain a rest immortal and divine. 

The reader young, who views the humble life 
Of this great mui, and enemy to strife. 
And lover of anfeign*d religion's law, 
May this concluiloo veiy fairly draw ; 
That godliness, the path of which b plain, 
With true contentment, is a boundless gain- 
That 'tis indeed a glorioof choice in youth. 
Like Penn, to buy the ererlettlng troth. 
For he who gains this lasting wisdom knows 
The flock from whence his consoMon iowi*- 
That God's the fountain of hit pleasures great— 
His source of goodness, in eeeb place and state-— 
Foundation Stone — preserver from the fall — 
His light and life— his strength and love— his all. 

RW. 
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LVATfON FROM SIN 

BY CHRIST ALONE-: 

OR, 

be Axm o{ i\&e ljOTdB.eveaVe&.] 



^BKHON PBEJCHED AT TRE qUAKBRS' UEETINIH 
BOCSE IN GRACB-CHCRCH-STREET, LONDON, IC- 
QVST 12, 1694. 

Br WILLIAM PENN. 

Tbe great and blessed God that made heaven 
mA earth, the seas and the frreat fountains or llie 

MP, and rivers of water, llie Almighty Jehovah 
I is from evetlasting to everlasting ; He also 
le man and woman, and bis design was to make 
n etemall}' happy and blessed. And therefore 
made man in his own image ; ' in the image of 
Tiad created he bim, male and female created he 
them :' He made them after hi>i own likeness holy, 
wise, merciful, just, patient, and humble, endutd 
th«m with knowledge, righteousness, and true holi- 
Qesa, But man and woman through their trans- 

Sessiona lost the image of God, and with it lost 
eir happiness and true blessedness, that God made 
tbem in a capacil; to enjoy. 

Now in this state of misery into which we are 
felleo, we are come short of the glory of God ; and 
it is out of this wretched woeful state we musl be 
brought, else we shall never see the face nf God 
ilh comfort. This is on eternal truth of God, 
recuided in tbe Hoi; Scriptiues, John iii. 16. 
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Tbat 'God bo loved the world, lliat be gave liis 
only hegoltFJi Son, that whoBoeverbelievetb in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.' God 
so loved the world, he gave his Son lo be a light 
unto the world, that all might see their way back 
to Gnd again : for sin hath darkened the under- 
•>tanding, and clouded the mind of man and womanyi 
and alienated ihem from the life of God, and their 
hearts are hardened through the decciifulncss of 
sin. But now is the acce|tlable time, now is Ihe 
day of salvation, the day of God's grace and favour*, 
able visitation, wherein he visits men and women, 
illuminates their minds and spirits with a light from 
heaven, that they might see the deplorable slate 
and condition wherein Ibey are, and what they are 
doing: it is in this light that they have a day of 
grace vouchsafed to them, that it may be well ivilh 
them, both here and for ever. They thai receive 
this light, and come out of that which they fire call- 
ed from, which is sin, they may come to eniojl 
peace with God. It was sin that first separated W* 
Iween God and Man ; and it is sin now that bindery 
man from acfjuaintance with the Lord, who brinj 
peace unto bim ; it is by this light, that we 
acquaint ourselves with God, that we may he'al 
peace. Thus saiih the Loi-d by Ihe prophet, ' it is 
sin has separated between me and you !' Sin hath 
made a partition wall between God and ns, and God 
hath sent his Son into the worldjto break down thii 
parlitionwall that sin hath made ; that so fallen man 
might return lo God, and come into Paradise againi 
out of which sin hath cast him. 

Now, none can bring us back lo God, and into 
favour and communion with Him, but our Lord Je- 
sus Christ : He is Ihe light and leader of his peo* 
pie. There is no name under heaven by wliicn we 
• Ran be saved, but the name pf Jesus : It is be that 
I Saves his people from their sins; and it isb hiju 
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BI CHRIST ALONE. 9 

ie Hat we are blessed : ' Blessed is he whose 
transgreision is forgiven, and wLose sin la covered ;' 
And tor the sake of Christ &tone ii is, ihat the Lord 

imputetb not iniquity to us. Now pray ' Examine ' 
yourselves, whether you be in the faith,' 2 Cor. xiii. 
5. ' Pro^'e your ovrnselves, how that Jesus Christ is 
in you, except you he reprobates.' Examine your- 
selves, wbether you have chosen the l^ord for your 

God, and Christ for your Redeemer.'' And wheth- ' 

er you have forsaken your sins, and turned from I 

your evil ways, and answered the visitation of the \ 

love of God in your souls ? Do you believe in the t 

Lord Jesus Christ, who came to seek and to sav« J 

iheni that were lost ? He is the physician of value, | 

that was wounded to heal our wounds : ' He nas V 

wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our ini- ' 

quizes, and had the cEastiseinent of our peace up- j 

on him ; that by bis stripes we might be healed :' J 

It is he alone that can do this. Who is sufficient J 

for these things .'" The Lord fimnd out one that h d 

sufficient ; he bath laid help upon one that is migb- 1 

ly, that is ' able to save to llie uttermost all that ] 

come unto God by Him.' God bath giveri bjni the t 

Spirit without measure, and filled him with grace 1 

and truth, that of his fullness we might all receive, 1 

and grace for grace : He is mighty to save the sons j 

and daughters of men, and to give them power to ' 

become the children of God. I 

This was testilied of old, John i. 13. 'But &b 

many as received him, to them gave be power lo J 

become the sons of God, even to them who believe ^ 

on hia name.' Men want power over their sins : ^ 

When sin appears to be exceeding sinful, they ^ 

^ would orercooie it, ana be rid of it when it is trou- • ' 
blesome : And when they ate under a deep convic- j 
lion of the evil of it, and see the woeful and miser- 
able state, that sin has brought mankind into, how <. 
they have lost the image of God, and the farour 1 

i J 
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of God ; Ihey then desire to be restored, and brougnt 
back again into their prtmilive slate. You that 
know the tmlii of Gnd, see how tbe work goes on 
in your hearts, see how the image of God is carry- 
ing on upon you. Consider, that the Lord is a Ho- 
ly Goii, of purer eyes ihan to behold iniquity wHh 
approbation : There is no peace to the wicked, 
ihat walk in the broad way, and griet'e the Holjf 
Spirit, and do not answer his divine call. There i3 
a two-fiild'call concerning man ; a call lo repent- 
ance, and a call to jiuigmetit. The call to repent- 
ance is in itiis duy of God's visilation ; Uiey that 
receive itnow.that are so wise aa to answer God's 
call andbtlicve in the Son of God, and in his in- 
ward appearance, that obey bis voice, when ihejr 
bear his call, saying, Come away, come out of ihy^ 
sins, come out of the wickedness, filihiness and po- 
laiiun of the Viovld ; come into tbe divine nature or 
the Son of God ; come into his life : Into what 
life ? Into the spiritual life, ihe divine life ? — 
Thou hast been dead to God and alive to tb« 
world : Now that thou mayst be dead to sin, and 
jilive to God, come unto him thai hath all power in 
heaven and earth, committed to him. O come un- 
to Chri^it, the drar and blessed Son of God, in this 
day of grace and salvalion, and receive power To 
overcome thy sins ! Then thou wilt be a conquer- 
or, and overcome the devil. 

We are of ourselves altogether insufficient for 
these things, we are weak and impotent ; and our 
Saviour hath ti»ld us, ' Without me ye can do no- 
thing :' We are justified freely by God's grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ ; not 
justified by our own works. How great a oonlradic- 
tion is it to charge iheni with the contrary, thatsajr, 
they cannot preac^h nor pray, but as the Spirit of 
God moreth them. Blessed be God that hath 
made us sensible of our own weakness, empl!ne5R. 



BT CHRIST ALONE. 

I poverty. Our help b&lb been in the ntiine i 
the Lord, wLo niaiJc neaven anil earth, wbo liatL 

fi*en his Sod to be ati helper, and an aJI-sufficienl 
ariuur to us; with bim he hath given sufliciiMit 
power and streiigib, whereby we are enabled to 
overcome the devil, the enemy of our souls: So 
th&t we may be enabled to stand against prijicipal!- 
ties and powers, against spiritual wickedness, atid 
coaquer ait the puivers of darkness, and fieht the 
good fight of failb, and finish our course wilb joy, 
and keep the feith : seeing there is laid up for us a 
cmwn of righteoumess, which the Lord, the right- 
eous jtu!^. shall give us al that day ; nnd not only 
lo u^ (saith the apostle) but unto all iheni that luvc 
spearing. VVe have not an high priest which 
M)t be touched with the feeling of our iulinnl- 
B but was in 'all points tempted like as wc are, 
Jl^llhout sin : Chnst, our Redeemer, was lempt- 
--JTihiit he might succour those that are templed. 
When the devil tempted our Saviour in the wilder- 
ness, and could not prevail, he went away and loft 
hlcD : The prince of this world found nothing in 
Ikiii^ upon which he could fasten bis temptDttun. 
Chiiat will enable (hose that believe in him to over- 
•come the devil, and to be more than conquerors, 
through him that loved them-. He came into the 
world to purge and purify bis people, and to be the 
Author of eternal salvation to all them that believe 
in HUn, and obey him. But it is said, ' He did not 
many mighty works' among some to whom lio 

E reached the everlasting gospel, because of their un- 
dief: Many will not believe in the inward and 
spu-itual appearance of Jesus Christ the Sun uf 
G64, who IS the Ught of the world ; they will neith- 
er believe ia the light, nor walk in the light, which 
liill enable them to conrjuer the evil one, who iathe 
^nce of darkness. It is only through Christ Jesus 
(be great captaJa gf our salvftttoo, that we are vic- 
toaaat. 
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Therefore, my friends open your hearts to the 
'lOrd Jesu3 Christ, receive ibis blessed gift of God 
."hicb he offers to you : And can God^ve you a 
beater, than the Son of bis love ? And will not you 
Hadly receive him, and that great salvation which 
Be hath purchased for you with his own blood ! But, 
_ tey some people, we have received Christ, and be- 
lieve in him, and believe the divine authority of the 
Holy Scriptures. But Jet me ask you. Who keeps 
house all this while ? What have you done for 
Christ f Christ bath died for you ; but hast tboii 
lived to him? And hast Ibou died to the world, 
and died to thy sins and lusts? Consider with your- 
selves, it is both your great duty ami interest to die 
to ain, and live to Christ that died for you. Ami we 
must stand at Christ's tribunal, and give an acccfl 
to him, of whatsoever we have done, wlielher f 

or had ; and be will judge us at the great day oi 

spearing. Blessed are you, that receive the blea- 

sed Son of God, that now stands in spirit at the door 

and knocks : Opeu your heart, and make room for 

him, and let not the world keep him out and fae 

will comein, and sup wilh you, and you with him': 

And he will do that for you, which you cannot do 

for yourselves. The spirit is Ntvil)i%, but the Hesh 

is weak : He will give the power oyer sin, and over 

the world, and over the devil : Whenever be shall 

assault thee with his temptations, say, Get thee be- 

^^_Mid me Satan, tbou savourest not the thin|(s that 

^^■Akof God. When people come to he spirftuallj 

^^HBnded they will taste and savour the things, that 

^^^Bk spiritual and heavenly : if they be not things ■, 

^^^^p! God, do not touch with them, have nothing to 

^^^^H with them ; but walk in the spirit, and savour 

^^^^H things of the spirit. And hearKeu to the coun- 

^^^M of Christ, who speaks unto you in the name of 

' wisdom; ' ye simple ones understand wisdom, uul 

ye fools be of an understandmg heart ; bear, for 1 

will speak of excellent things, and the opening r? 
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/ lips shall be rigbt things : Blessed is the maji 
^at heareth me, watching daUy at my g&tes, wait- 
ing at the posts of my doors : For whoso findeth me, 
findeth life ' Hearken to the blessed counsel of 
Christ, bear his voice and obey it ; Ihey that do hi> 
will, sball know his doctrine : The secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him, and be will sbew 
tbem his covenant. 

Tliey that have the saving knowledge of God, and 
Christ Jesus, which is life eternal, they will walk in 
a correspondent and suitable manner to that knowl- 
edge, and be holy in all manner of conversation ; 
lliey tvill not be only nominal christians, but true 
christians, Israelites indeed, in whom there is no 
guile : they will receive Christ Jesus, who is God'g 
,^'ft, and know the operation of his power in their 
, BQula. These persons are lit to live, and prepared 
'to die ; when Christ, who is their life, shall ap- 
pear, they shall appear with him in glory. When 
the sound of the last trumpet shall be heard at the 
CDtl of the world, time shall be no more ; Come i 
away ! that day shall not be terrible to them that v 
liara put off the old man, and put on the neW | 
Abu ; and have begun to live a new life, and to 
have new affections, new thoughts, and resolu- I 
^ * tions, and have laid up their treasure in heaven, l| 
where their hearts are also : They have that peace, , 
which the world cannot give, and which deaiii can- 
not take away. BleS!!ed are they, that take sanctu- 
ary mthe name of Jesus, as in a strong tower; they "■ 
shall get power over their sins, and over the ranity 
of their minds, that die to sin, vad live lo God, and ^ 
^1 the constraining power and elBcacy of the lore 
^phrist, who hath loved them, and washed iheni 
D their sins, in his own blood, and made them i 
s and priests lo God. 
iiy friends, hear the voice of wisdom, who bath 
said, ' >\hoao findeth me, findeth life, and shall ob- 
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SALVATION PBOH SIN 

taio favour of llie Lord : But be that sinneth against 
me, wrongetli his own soul,' Be you early seek- 
ers : seek the kingdom of God in the first place. 
The Lord calls from heaven ; 'My Son, give me 
thine heart.' Let thy answer be ; Lord lake my 
heart, purify and cleanse it ; break it, and make it 
new, make it fit for tby acceptance, that I may find 
favour in thy siEht. Without me (saith our Saviour) 
ye can do nothing : Therefore desire him to do it 
for thee, and to work in tbee both to will and to do 
of bis own good pleasure. How dreadful is it to ap- 
pear at the bar of God's justice, as miserable sin- 
ners ! Those that have not Christ the great media- 
ator, to plead for them, are miserable indeed ; 
Therefore lay hold on Christ now ; believe in him, 
lay hold on his power and spirit in this day of your 
visitation. If thou art under the power of sin ami 
Satan, thou mayest receive power from Christ, to 
overcome all the power of darkness : If the slroog 
man armed hath got possession of thy heart, Christ 
will lay siege to it : and if thou be wilhng to open 
the door, Christ will come in and cast out the strong 
man, and spoil him of all his goods. He will cast 
out the grand enemy of thy soul, and take possess- 
ion for himself; that thou mayest be delivered 
from the power of Satan, and from the bondage of 
corruption, and brought into the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God : And if the Son of God make 
thee free, thou shalt be free indeed. For this end 
Clirist came' into the world, for this purpose was 
the Son of God manifested, that he might destroy 
the vtotks of the devil ; And be will not lose the 
design of bia coming, but will finish transgression, 
uid make an end of sin, and bring in everlasting 
righteousness. 

Let us all come to Christ, and let none deceive 
themselves, and live in their sins, and yet ll)ink to 
come to Ue&ven : Be not deceived (ssilb the apos- 
Ue) God is aot mocked ; for whatsoever a man 
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:90ws, fiiat he sliall also reap : He that sows lo bis 
flesb sliatHortke flesh reap corruption ; but lie that 
sows to Uie spirit, shall of the spirit reap everlasting 
life. Labour for a sure grounded hope, a jusl hope 
in ibe mercy of God for pardon and salvation ; then 
you must know a work of Christ upon you, and 
the power of the Spirit of Christ within you, sub- 
duing your will to a holy subieclion to the Divine 
AVill; tbat you may say witii the apostlt;; lam 
crucified with Christ ; nevertheless 1 live, yet not 
I, but Chiist livelh in me ; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh, 1 live by the faith of the Son 
of God) ttbo loved me, and gave himself for me. 
'riien the call to judgment will be joyful to jou ; 
ibr you shall then be justiiied and acquitted before 
the whole world, at that great and general judg- 
ment, and have anahundanl entrance mto the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Ijord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and it shall be well with you for ever. Now, 
say to the righteous, it shall be well with him : not 
that it doth so appear at present ; for through ma- 
ny tribulations we must expect to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven : And many are the troubles of 
ihe righteous, but the Lord will deliver (hem out 
of them all. So that if in ihis life only (saith the 
apostle) we have hope, we are of all men most 
miserable : Yet, say to the righteous, ' it shall be 
well with him.' Whatsoever their trials, troubles 
and tribulations are, the Lord will deliver them in 
rhe best time ; ihey have heaven in ibeir eye, and 
they look to the recompense of reward. Now 
what bast thou in thine eye I Is it the hi^ calling 
in Christ f Is this the mark thou aimest at, anu 
which thou hast in view ? Is this the port and ha- 
ven, that thou art sailing to, looking unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our Faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him, endured the cross, despi- 
sing the shame ? Heb. xii. 2. The apostle, after 
'l« had been speaking of the suiTering and martyr- 



^Jwh 




L 



SALTATIflK rnOM SI.N 

4Din of ihosc great saints, of wliom the world was 
K Horthy; Heb. xi. Hoiv ihat through faith, 
ley subdued kiugdums, wrought rigliteousness, ob- 
funed promises, stopt the mouths of lions, quench- 
L'ed the violence of fire, fscaped the edge of the 
VIrord, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
vitliant in fight, and turned to flight the armies of 
the aliens; of women, that received their dead to 
life again, and others were tortured, not accepting 
of deliverance, that they might ohtain a better re- 
surrectton. Then he coraes to spealc of the suffer- 
ings of our Lord Jesus Christ, and bids us, look ud- 
tohim. Heb. xii. 1,2,3. " Wherefore seeing we are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses ; 
Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth 
30 easily beset us ; and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our faith : Who for the joy 
Uiaj was set before him, endured the cross, and de- 
yiised the shame, and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. For consider hint that en- 
dured such concradictimi of sinners against himself 
iest ye be wearied, and faint in your minds." Bles- 
sed are Ihey that can endure all these things, shame, 
reproach, contumely and disdain, persecutions and 
afflictions, that attend tlie testimony of Jesus! 
Blessed are they, that can endure the cross, and de- 

Sise the shame ! It is an internal cross, which 
ou must endure for Christ, or thy own heart will 
sprove thee, check thee and condemn thee for it : 
it if thou comest to know s being crucified with 
tist, thou shall rei^n with him, and be raised up 
, ;ternal glory with liim. Unless thou knowest a 
ing to the world, and a being crucified with 
ihrist, thou canst not have a well giounded hope of 
everlasting happiness. 

Therefore now, Friends, examine yourselves* 
about your title to heaven. It is the wisdom and 
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|>nctice of the world, to examine their titles and 
settlements^ and to see ihey be sure, and firm and 
stable before hand : So we should make sure for 
bearen and eternal glory, and of an house not made 
with hands, eternal in tire heavens, before this 
earthly tabernacle be dissolved ; then for us to live 
will be Christ, and to die will be eternal gain. 
Blessed are they that bear record of the Word of 
Gud, and of the testimony of Jesus, that bear his 
name, and testify and join with him against the spi- 
rit of the world, and the prince of the power of the 
air. It is within that thou must join with Christ's 
appearance, that so thou mayest be Christianized, 
and thy mind made truly Christian : Thou must be 
purified in thy spirit, and baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, and with (ire, and know the powerful opera- 
tion of the Lord: They that have not expetience 
of the new birth, they cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. 

O ray Friends, set before you the example of 
Ciirist, who was holy, harmless and undefilod ; his 
life was glorious in holiness; And as it becomes i 
you, so it highly concerns ySU. . to > he holy in all 
manner of conversation. For if yot^niiitatenot the 
life of Christ, you cannot be saved by his death. 
He came into the world to redeem you from all 
iniquity, and to save you from sin and hell ; labour 
to answer the dignity of your high and holy calhng, 
with a conversation becoming the gospel of Christ : 
For you are called to glory and virtue. Whatso- 
ever troubles, temptations and tribulations may at- 
tend you in your pilgnmage here below, if you be 
faithful and sincere, you wdl have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. In all your labours 
knd travels on this earth, you may look up with joy, 
' » you have a serene heaven over your neads ; let 
■nst be precious to you ; open the door of your 
's to liim, who is the King of Glory. He is 
sed in the hearts of tlie uoclean, but he ia 

ax 
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exalted and lifted up in the hearts of tlie fiuttftltr 
Blessed are thev tbat set btm upon hii itirone ia 
their hearts! O leam of Christ to he meek aixli 
lowl}'. Your humility will exalt him, and nil] also! 
exalt you at the last. Be faithful to the death, and 
you shall receive a crown of life. Those that have 
eternal life in their eye, and depend upon Christ 
alone for salvation, they have laid a sure foundation. 
All other foundations will come to nothing; they 
are founded in time, and in time tliey will come to 
BiouMlt away : but that ciiy that God is the Builder 
and Maker of, that Abraham had in his eye, will ne- 
ver decay, nor moulder away. Let us have this ai- 
vaysin our eye, that nulliing may intercept our view. 
V/e havehere (aaith the apustle) no continuing city [ 
We seek t^ftUal is to come. In this world we are as 
eheep ainMtg wolves. Pear nut, little flock, (saith 
our Saviour^ it is your Father's good pleasure to 
fflve you a kingdom. If ne be the sheep of Christ 
tW« shall follow him ; for his sheep follow him, and 
know bis voice, and a stranger they will not follow, 
but lb«y will flee from him, fur they knuw uot the 
Toice of a stRMOMa^My sheep (sailh Christ) hear 
niy voice, anlUB''^^ them, and they follow me, 
] give unto ibem eternal life, and they shall never 
peiish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 
hands. Here is encouragement for us to labour 

k abundantly in the work of the Lord ; for our la- 
bour shall not be in vain in the Lord. Let us, with 
Moses, choose rather to suffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God, than to enjoy the plea.«ures of sin for 
a season ; and esirem the repioach of Christ great-  
ier riches than the tieasnies of Egypt; and have 
respect to tile reconipencc of reward. 
Friends, 1 beseecli you, in the fear of God, look^ 
Up unto Jesas, the grtai Mediator of the new coy^S 
nant, the Aufhorand Finisher uf your faith; thal^^| 
patient conlinuance in well doing, you may seek4^| 
glory, bonour, iauaortality, and eteraal life ; nbi^H 
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II obtain, if you persevere to the end: For 
t endureth to the ead, sball be caved. 
} not weary of well-doing; for in due time 
mv «hall reap, if ye faint not. He that hath ap- 
peared, as a God of salvation, and a mighty pre- 
server of his people in all ages of the world, and 
hath been so boih lo the pnmitive Christians, and 
to alt our Christian friends, that are gone before 
us to an eternal rest, if you faint not, hut follow 
them, who through faith and patience do inbeiit 
the promises, you shall lay down your heads in 
peace in him, when yuu come tii die : And when 
time shall be no more, you shall be for ever with 
the Lord. 

To God be praise, honour and glory, who halh 
stretched forth his inif^hty arm lo lare. Who is 
the arm of the Lord bul Christ Jesus, the Redeem- 
er of souls ? When we bad undone ourselves, and 
lost ouiselves, in wandering and departing from 
the Lord, the true and living God. into darkness 
and the shadow of dealh, he stretched forth his 
almighty arm, lo gailier us, and to bring us into the 
Paradise of God again, when we were driven out 
by our own sin, frmn the fare and presence of the 
Lord. Christ Jesus, the great and good Shepherd 
of his sheep, ume to seeli and to save thtnt ibat 
were lost. The lost sheep that have wandered 
from him, he will lake them on his shoulder, and 
bring them to his fold : And he will make them 
lie down in green pa'^tures, and lead ihem by the 
still waters, aud Satisfy them with the rivers of 
pleasure that are at God's right hand for evermore. 
He halb promised, 'that he will feed his flock like 
a shepherd, and gather his lambs with his arm, and 






^^^jarij ihfm in his bosom,' I hope Christ Jesus, . 

I^HEe- great Shepherd, will find some here this da^, I 

^^^^Ut nave gone astray, and gather them with iua 4 

^^Bvine arm, and keep tliem by his niighly power,  
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praise, honour, ^loiy, dominion and thanksgirae ; 
For be alone is worthy, who is God over W| 
blessed for ever and ever! Amen. 
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Rermon prtached at Ike ^aken^ Meetms-Bouit 
in Grace-Ckurch Street, London, Oct. 10, 168*. 

»T WILLIAM PENM, WITH HIS EXCELLENT PK*1 



'Otti^^^f 



THE foundation of God etandelh sure ; and ibey 
that build sure, must build upon it. This hatn 
been God's great love to us, in this day, age and 
ffenenttion, tliat he'bas laid for lis this sure lounda- 
Iton, that which in all ages t'.o peoplt; of C^d have 
been built upon, and have been preserved in all the 
storms and tempests that have been raised, bolti from 
.within and without. They who are fellow citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God, are 
built upon the foundation of the prophetB and apos- 
tles, 'Jesus Christ himsplf being the cliief cnrner 
stone ;' in whom all the building fillj framed togeth- 
er, groweih unto a holy temple in the Lord, Lphes. 
ii. 20. 

Friends, I exhort you in the name and power of 
tbe living God, mind this foundation, upon it do you 
build all your hopes of salvation. The living pow- 
er and truth of the living God, is that which visited 
Lin the beginning, and gathered us out of that 
^b is evil, into that which is holy, pure and pre- 
|B : blessed are you that feel, and experimentai- 
V this visitation of tbe Lord, within you, from 
D day, and from one season to another : this ia 
■wherein stands your refreabnicni, your consola- 
l your succour and relief ill all the limes of temp- 
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lation wherein theeaemy ofsouls goes about, like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.' This 
subtle enemy is always waiting bow he may break 
into God's vineyard, and lay waste and spoil the 
 lieritage of the Lord ; but by his divine Light and 
Spirit, and the Word of his Grace, they shall be 
preserved. This is the word which you read of in' 
Koin- X. 9. and mentioned by Moses.Deul.xxx, 14. 
'The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in ihy 
heart:' that is, the word of faith which we preach, 
that is that word of G&d by which you and all God's 
people have been preserved in all ages and genera- 
tions. Here is the foundation of peace and love, of 
purity and holiness ; they that come to build on this 
foundation, they see it to be a sure. foundation, hy 
thehiightnessofChrist'sappearance, bythe manifea- 
taliooof the son ofGod. For'God, who command-* 
ed Ihe light to shine out of darkness, hath shined io- 
to our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the ginry ofGod, in the face of Jesus Christ.' Tbii 
is the foundation ; in building upon which, our souls' 
can find peace and satisfaction. This is reveal-i 
ed and made known by the sovereign almightfl 
arm, and power and wisdom of the Eternal God.—' 
This is that which I would leave among you ; build 
Upon the fight foundation, even upon the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, the blessed Son of God. Gud sent his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin 
condemned sin in the flesh ; that you may all come I 
to be justified freely, by his grace, and led by the- 
spirit ofGod as the children of God : that you uiayc^ 
walk in the spirit, and not fulfil the lusts of the Heso^' 
for ' if ye live after the fl«sb (says the apostle) y«| 
shall die ; but if you through the spirit mortify lh«i 
deeds of the body ye sh^ll live.' Rom. viii. 13. "''— ' 
spirit of God is a spirit of purity, holiness, rigli 
ness and self-denial ; that will lead you throu{^ 
straight gate, and in the uarrsw way, that lei 
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Friends, this is the work llial God halh called you 
to, evon to build upon the right foumialiou ; tbh is 
the day of God's love, tbe day of bi? pnwer, v*ber». 
in you are to be a willing people that this work lany 
be cairied on in your hearts, the knowledge you 
have in religion, it must be esperimei.tal ; for his- 
torical knowledge unly, will not do ; for that is a 
knowledge of the concern of others, and not our 
owti. Let us highly priie and value the saving 
Icnonledge of God, and Jesus Christ, which it, life 
eternal : let us look unto Christ within us, who is the 
light that discovers the works of darkness, and leads  

us out of ihem. Know God's foundation, and build * 

well Upon it, not hay and siubble, which will be coii- 
suioea by fire. I beseech you, in the name of the 
everlasting God, build upon the true fouttdalion, ^ 

Christ within you, the hope of glory, wtiich is a j 

rayatery hid from ages and generations. Our Lord j 

Jesus Christ ss^id to bis disciples a little before bis J 

departure ; ' If I go and prepare a place for you, 1 ' j 

viil come again, and receive you to myself; ibat I 

where I am, there you may be also.' It is he, that 1 

^weit in the hearts of the primitive christians of old, 
andit is he, that dwells in bis people now ; lie can 
open in our hearts a living fountam, a well of water 
springing up unto everlastmg life. The Lord Jesus 
Chiist is the great physician, that can cure all our 
spidtual maladies, and be is willing and ready to 
help us : come under bis teaching, and guidance, 
and he will show you the path of life, and lead you 
in the way eveilasting. behold, be stands at the 
door and knocks ; do you open your hearts to him, 
and be will come in, and aup with you, and you 
wkb bim. He is calling you to repentance, to turn 
sin, and come to Him that you may Imve life ; 
"1 lay judgment to the line, and righteousness 
plummet, and bring down the man of sin in 
I raise us up to the love of God, and faith ici |j 

ibat we may deny all ungodliness and worid- 
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Ij lusts, and every thiog Ihat is contrary to the mind 
of God, that so we may love the Lord our God with 
lit our hearc, with a)l our mind, &nd with all our 
soul. And if we love God with all our minds, wb 
must not give our minds to any thing else ; and if 
we love God with all our might and stien^b, we 
must love nothing but in subordination to him :'^we 
must love all things in God, and love God abovtt' 
all things, ttien we sliall come truly to know tbat tha 
Lord is our God. Matt. vii. 24> Our Saviour epeab- 
ing of building upon the right foundation, ' Who- 
soever hearelh these sayings of mine, and dotb themj 
1 will liken bini to a wise man that built his house 
upon a Rock, (and thisKock ii Christ himself,) and 
, rains decerided, and the floods came, and the 
ids blew, and beat upon the House, and it feU 
M ; for it was founded on a rock.' Such ha onCf 
bbt bevretb Christ's sayings, and dolh them, be 
builds upon Christ the Rock of our salvation : upon 
Ihis foundation did (he holy patriarchs build ; and 
upon this Kock and Foundation did the holy pro- 
phets build. 

God told Elijah, 1 King xix. 18. 'Yet have I left 
seven thousand in Israel, that have not bowed udIO' 
Baal.' Have a care of idolatry, ofspiritual idolatijr' 
of loving any sin or lust: let Christ hare youf 
hearts, and the strtngth and flower ofyour luve ant' 
affections, and build upon bim alone who is the 
true foundation. Do not content yourselves wiUi 
an external possession ; labour to come and exper»> 
ence the work of regeneration, that you may " 
you are born again, born of the spirit, and are pas" 
eed from death to life, and live In obedience to tbo 
commands of Christ, for he is the Author of eternal 
salvation, to all ihen> that obey him. Have yc-^ 
known the terrors of the Lord ,' ask joureelses, 
1 Bo terrified, as to be persiiaded to turn front tl 
«bich would lorn me from Goil f am 1 turned froi 
that; which would eclipse God's light id id/ 
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Iflhou art turned rrom sin to righteousness, tbou art 
not a canter, tbou art not aa enthusiast; thou art a true 
child of God ; and a work of regeneration is not on- 
ly begun in tby soul, but thou art going on to per- | 
fection, and thou hast laid the foundation of re- i 
pentance from dead works, and repentance towards i 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, our ; 
great mediator and redeemer, who is the way, the j 
truth and the life : and if thou be faithful to death, . 
he will give ihee the crown of Hfe. 

Let us take heed to ourselves, and watch against J 

the enemy of our souls, that he may not seduce us i 

and bewilder us, and make us wander and lose our 1 

way, while we are travelling through the wilderness 
flf this world, toward the heavenly Canaan. .Xhe 
same almighty arm, that broiigbl us out^of Egypt, 
will conduct us through the wildemeg^ Stld DTUig 
US safe to Canaan : our heavenly Joshua, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, will be our captain and leader, and af- ^ 

ter all our labours and dangers and conflicts with po- 
tent enemies in our way, he will brinjf us to lite good 
land, to that kingdom that cannot be shaken; that 
inheritance, that is incorruptible, and undcfiled, and 
fadeth not away : then we shall know our lot, and i 

sing praises, living praises, with joy in our hearts, 
and harps in our hands, and worship Him that livetb i 

for ever and ever, saying. ' blessing, honour, and glo- 
ry, and power, to him, that sitteth upon the throne, 
Vid unto the Lamb for ever and ever ! worthy is the .\ 
Lamb, that was slain, to receive power and riches, 
wisdom and strength, honour, glory, and blessing; 
vl|0 hath redeemed us to God hy bis blood, out of 
ercry kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ;* 
and bath made us to our God kings and priests. — 
We must now believe in tlie Lord Jesus Christ, with . 

A faith that worketb hy love; we cannot be saved 1 
^y a dead faith, bui bv a living faith : and as thf- ho- 4 
ijjr without the spirit is dc^ad, so faith without works jj 

■ad also. If we believe in the Lonl Jesus Christy  
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we shall be saved from sin, and from the wr&tb to 
come : 'unless you believe in me (said our Saviour 
to the Jews) ye shall die in your sins.' They that 
live in ibeir sms, will die in them : blessed are tliey 
that morlify their sins, aod that die to sio, that they 
may die in the Lord, aud live forever with the Lord ! 
happy are they, that are found in Christ (in a dying 
hour] not having their own righteousness, they shall 
be accepted of God ; not for any righteousness of 
their own, but for the righteousness of Christ, ffbo 
hath all righteousness to justify us, and will by bis 
spirit work righteousness in us, and will he sanclifi- 
cation to us, ' he that knew no sin, was made sin for 
us, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
' ^biih ;' and the apostle tells us, that Christ is made 
^U9 of God, ntsdnm, righteuusness, sanclification, 
i redemption : O glory, and honour, and eternal 
I, be to our Lord Jesus Christ, who is all in all 

O friends, you that are an humble people, that 
ABourn for sin, that are merciful, meek, and lowly, 
^d poor in spirit, and pure in heart ; our Lord Je- 
.]|as Christ Id his sermon on the mount hath pronoun- 
j.Ged a blessing on you: 'blessed are the poor in 
'- spint ; for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven : bless- 
ed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted : 
blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earlb : 
blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain iner- 
^ : blessed are the pure in heart, for ihey shall see 
God.' Matt. V. O friends, you that have tasted, 
that the Lord is gracious, come unto Christ, as the 
le and sure Foundation : come unto him, as a Liv* 
Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
d, and precious ; you also as lively stones, aball 
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 
tSer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable lo God, bjr. 
Jesus Christ : unto you (saiih the apostle) that be- 
lieve, Christ is precious. Wherefore it is written, 
Isa. 38. 16. ' Thus saitb the Lord God, behold 
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h^ in Zion for & Foundation Stone, a tried Stone, 
a precious Corner Stone, a sure FoundatioD.' He 
tbat bflievelh, shall not m&ke ha^^te : trust in this 
sure Foundation, you know that it bath never failed 
yon. O lay not a new foundation, depart not from 
this sure Foundation, the Lord Jesus Christ ; but 
say unto him, as Peter, when many disciples went 
back, and walked no more with him ; 'Lord, to 
whom shall we go ? thou hast the words of eternal 
life.' Thus, by believing in Christ, and buildingfup- 
on this sure Foundation, you will bring honour and 
glory to bis blessed name, atid obtain salvation for 
your immortal souls 

Blessed is he that overcometh,(not he that is over- 
come,) he that overcometb, shall inherit all things. 
Blessed is he that overcometb the world, that over- 
comes the devil, and that overcometb sin, that over- 
coniethh is lusts, his concupiscence, and all ungodli- 
ness and uniigbteousness. Hev.it. 7. 'TobiiDthat 
qvercomeib, will Igive to eat of the Tree of Life, 
which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.' It is 
the desire of my soul, that you may overcome, and 
be more than conquerors, through Christ, that bath 
loved you and wasfied you from jrour sins, in bis own 
blood : and that you persevere, and continue in well- 
doing to the end of your day?, and then lay down your 
beads in peace, snd enter into an everiasting rest, 
where there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying,nor pain, nor mourning; but God shall wipea- 
wayall tears from your eyes. Andyou that have been ' 

mourners in Zion, shall sing the song of Moses the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying; , 

'Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Al- 
mitchty ! just and true are thy ways, thou King of 
?unts ; who shall not fear thee and glorify thy name, \ 

for thou only art holy 1' ^ 

Thus, my friends, you will bless the Lord for ev- 
er, that hath visited your souls, when vou come to , 
K, through our Lord Jesus Christ, salvalioR ! 
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and eternal glory ; and join in the innumerable com- 
pany of angels, and the spirits of just men made 
perfect, in celebrating the praises of his ereat and 
excellent name : who alone is worthy ; who is God 
OTer all^ blessed for ever more ! Amen. 
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HOST Blessed, GloHous, Eteroal and Incniapre* 
faensibl^ Lord Gud, we desire to worship, and buin- 
hij adore thy excellent Majeely, whose gracioas 
aod favourable preseuce Uwith all thine, that tvait 
Upon thee, and desire to serve ttiee in the beauties 
oTibolinPss. Tbuu hast mercifully made itaown (by- 
lelfin this day of thy power and love, to a willing 
people, that delight to worship thee in spirit and in 
truib ; the desire of whose souls is to tliee only, and 
to the remembrance of thy name, that hunger and 
lUirst, and look, anil long for thy appearaaoe. — 
Blessed God, thou hast appeared, and thy appear- 
»nce is gloriou* ; Thou hast wonderfully appeared 
q the beams of gospel-light and grace, and caused 
not only the blessed gospel to dawn upon ua, but 
thou hast been pleased to make iby glory to sbine 
apon us, in the face of Jesus Christ, the dear Son of 
thy love ; and by the mighty and powerful working 
of thy Holy Spirit, thou hast eidightened us with tlie 
aaving knowledge of ihoe, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou bast seu'l, whiih is Life 
Eternal. The desire of our souU is afler (bee, more 
than after all things besides thee: Lord thou hast 
nised these living desires in our souls, and fervent 
breathings after thee, the living God. It is the 
most sincere and earnest desire of our souls lo draw 
nigh to thee, that thou mayest draw nigh to us, and 
bleBB at ; and that cur services may be accepted, and 
Welh pleasing to thee thniugh Ji-aus Ctiiii't, Lord, 
be graciously pleased to bow down thy pf-ople by 
tby mig'ity power, to a holy iiubini''siun and resigna- 
tion to thy heavenly wJU: and lift up ihe light iif 
_iffiy couateoance upon all those, that breathe after 
3» 



communion willi thee, tbat are thypeculiarpeople, 
anil wbom thuu has sei apari for tbyself. and whun 
tfauu hsst raised up to be monuments of thy mercy, 
and instruments of tby praise. There are maojr 
here present can say, tbat ihou bast been veir good 
rnnto ihem ; thou bastuaused joy lospring up m ttiejr- 
I soulsin alltbesorroivsandtroublesthat have attended 
L'them. O how liberally hast ibou distributed of tbj 
ight and love ! thou bast opened a living fountun, 
jsid nitb living streams thou hast consulated and" fe*^ 
Rfreshed their souls, under their many trials had 
T'temptations. O God of my life, I beseerh tbee, 
I'Hess all tby people, all tbat have believed in th]r 
i>dear tion, Jesus Christ ; draw nigb to all those 
<hat desire to come into the fellowship of thy truth; 
open thy hand, and dispense tby mercies liberally to 
us, ihat every one of us may know, that we receive 
fivm thy in6nite fullness, and have all our supplier 
from thee. Let us be abundantly satisHed wiiD thy 
loving kindness, which ia belter than life ; and fed 
nith the bidden manna; and eat of the bread tbat 
came down from Heaven, that whosoever eats of it 
shall never die, but live for ever. Let tby mighty 
arm and power, O Lord, be revealed, and tby Tore 
shed abroad upon our hearts ! preserve us and all tby, 
people in the holloiv of thy band, and under thy Pa- 
Tilion, from the fury and rage of the enemy, and 
from ihe strife of tongues. Compass us about with 
thy favour, as with a shield, and surround us with 
tbme everlasting arms, thai the enemy ofuursoub 
nay not approach us. O Lord, frustrate the deslgai 
of that adversary, that like a roaring lion goes about 
coniinually seeking whom be may devnur. Ijurd 
hear all those that cry to thee in Ihe deptb of their 
distresses and afflictions, and help, and succour, and' 
comfort, and support Ihem, and deliver them in the 
aeedful time : shew them Ibc path of life;ke'e{v 
them from every evil way, and kail them in the wr^* 
everlkstint; ; and let llt«ia walk ihcrein, and not' 
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_ md faint in thfiroiinds; lookingup to Jesua, 
the author and titiislier oflbcir fallL ; nlio fur llie 
joy, tbat was set befure bini, enduied ihe cross, and 
despiseil tlie slianie ; who is a tiiercirul high priest, 
tbat cannot but be touched with the feeling ol our 
infirmilies; lb at was tempted as we are, that lie 
might euccour those that are tempted. Let us (ul- 
low the Captain ofour salvatioo. who was made per- 
feet through sufierlngs, baviugthe Iciiigelom of grace 
m «mr hearts, and kingdom olglory in our eyes ; and 
by a patient continuance in well doing. sRek after 
glory and honour, immortality and eternal life. Let 
tUy kingdom c.nme in power, and thy will be dime 
vneanhasit is in heaven! we pray tbee, saffctify 
all such opportunities, as these, unto thy people, 
and leacli them to profit, and so to bear, that their 
louls may live. 

We cannot open ihe hearts of men ; it is Thnu, 
O Lord alune, that canst open their beam : TbuU 
hast the key of David, tbat canst open, and none 
can shut ; and shut, and none can open. Man can j 

do oolhing of himself; itis thou, O Loid, lb at dost J 

all. Prosper the labours of iby servants in the min- 
feti^ of this nation, and in all the nations that are 
nigh, and afar ulT, where any are gathered to wait 
upon thee : Lord, be thou in the midst of them ; let 
every plant of thine own planting, grow, and brine j 
forth fruit to thy piaise. Send fortb iby light, ana M 
tfiy truth, and let thy glorious gospel have a free fl 
Course, and be glorified. Be wilh those that cannot V 
come to the solemn assemblies of thy people, kt lliem 1 

be taught of God : those that lie upon beds of Ian- ^.i 

Etching, do tliou heal and recover them ; let ihem t 

ar the voice of thy rod, and not oidy receive cor- ; 

Rctioii, hut instiuctioT). and be langhl by thy Spirit J 

io improve their afflii'iions, that they may ihank- j 
fullv and joylullv say. It i- gooil for us ibnt "e were J 
•fflicted. Piiy 'those 'hi., an- ..i.o.-.l'il hjiI, ibe 1 
U||U9 Ofttieicsin, and pour oil into ibtu' wound?) 1 
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and speak peace uoto theni, and pardon, snd wa^ 
thRm in ihe precious blood of Ji^sus, whicb cleaiM 
seth from ali sin ; and prepare tiiem for the everlaat* 
ing enjoyment of tbyaelf in the region of Weaeed* 
iieas, where all tears shall be wiped from their ey«j; 
and sorrow and sighing shall be no more. Let th« 
knowledge of tlie Lord cover tbe earlb, as Ibe w»>* 
ters cover tbe sea: Hiiisb tranggression, and maka 
' an end of sia, and bring in everlasting righteousness I 
Lord, let Ihe fear and dread oftby nlessed mSrtegMfr 
fill the hearts of all tbe inhabitants of this fslaDtV 
that thou mayest delight tu dwell in the midst of lUk. 
. land bless us. O Lnrd God Almighty, be pleafiea< 
. to ^ along with ns, to the respective places of ovf 
abode, and let thy presence abide with us ; and; 
let sulvation be for walls and bulwarks round about 
us ! Lord, sprinkle the posts of the doors of thy wr- 
Tants, and sprinkle our hearts and consciences with 
tbe blood uf tbe Immaculate Lamb, that the de- 
etroyirig angel may pass by : and preserve all  ibf 
people in tbe bullow of ihy hand, and under ibi' 
wing of tby love, that they may lie down in peacfl, 
and safely, and extol and magnify thy great and tx- 
eellent name, who ha-:t extended iby favour to them 
and preserved them, when they have passed througl^ 
the great waters, and ttiighty deeps, where thuil 
ha^t bbewed them ihy wonderful power, and great 
^valion : let their souls magnify thy name, and 
~'ieir spirits rejoice in thee, their Gud and Saviouri^ 
Ko didst preserve thy people Israel at tbe sea, 
iven at the Red sea, and caused tbe waters on the 
light band and on the left, to stand up as a wall, 
while [bey passed ibrough tbe sea on dry land, ana 
made tbeir hearts glad, and to rejoice in thy great, 
salvation, and triumph in thy praise. Honour and: 
gliry be ascribed to thy great and holy name, for 
that ihou bast of late delivei-ed thy pe<iplc as in dayv 
of 'ill. '.et them ntit go backajain into Egypt ; but 
ii^^^^e travelling on to tbe heavenly Canaan ; and in ibjn 
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Kod time do thou give them rest, after all their la* 
urs, travels, distresses and troubles ; and let them 
At down under their vines and fig-trees, and eat the 
fruits of their owa labours ; and of thy bounty and 
beneficence, and glorify thy name" with solemn 
praises, and heavenly conversation. And, blessed 
God, satisfy the desires of their souls, with respect to 
their inwanl, and spiritual state and condition, whose 
mindd are exercised, about making their calling 
and election sure ; that they may at last obtain life 
everlastine ; throush Jesus Christ our Lord. Those 
diat have been eatnered, and brought to the knowl- 
ec||;e of the truth, let them be continued in it, and 
enjoy heavenly fellowship and communion with 
fliee, and the openings of divine life and love, while 
they are in their pilgrimage ; that they may lay 
down their heads in peace, and render to Thee, 
through thy dear Son, Christ Jesus, thy Lamb, and 
oar Light and Leader, (who is both our priest and 
sacrifice,) glory, honour, dominion and praise, wh# 
alone is worthy, and is God over all, blessed for ever 
u^dever! Amen. 
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A CARELESS WORLD." 



V/ Sermon preached at the Qunkers' MeetinT-Ht 
n Grace- Church-Street, London, Oct. 21, 1694. 



BY WILLIAM PENI^. 



BLKSSED are all those who have answered thtf 
11 or God, and who are found in his way, wboM 
ly is ihe way of peace, who are not weary of ■wel 
loing, but haring been called of God, have obedienlf 
\y answered that call, and are found dilizent, a^ 
those that expect to give an account of their deedi 
done in the body, that neglect not so great salvatiiHl 
which BO numerous a part of mankind are made pu 
takers of; for it is certainly true, that God hath sen 
his Son into the world to bless mankind, who wen 
all under a curse by nature, and children of wrath ^ 
i€)ad hath so loved the world, as to send his Son 

them. But, O my friends ! who among us v»il 
come to be blessed .' who among the sons aD< 
daughters of men will come to be blessed of ihi 
blessed Son of God this day? who came to bli 
us, in turoins every one of us from our iniquities. 

Friends, Tcall upon you all in the name of till 
Lord, come and he blessed ; they that receive Jesi 
Christ the eternal Sun of God, receive the blesnn] 
O you that have received the dear and blessed S( 
of God, and have opened the door of your hear 
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Mbiin and said, ' O come Lord Jesua, come quick- 
ly 1 thou Bit tlic cliiefcst often itiou^and, and bIIo- 
getlier lovely, tlirni art the desire of all nations, and 
most desu-able to my soul ; L b&ve have bail other 
lovers, but now m) soul luveth thee above all, and 
by tbecivill only make mention of thy name ; HJiit^li 
is that strong tower that I will tly unto, and take 
suctuacy in, at all times : O be not tbou fai- fium 
DM when trouble is near, for at what time I am 
afraid, I will trust in Thee, and ibou wilt set me on 
anek higher than I ; who art mighty to save, who 
Ktlbeautbor of eternal salvation, that canst save 
Die from sin here, and from the wialh to come.' — 
All you «bi> have answered thus, the call of God, 
ind love the Lord Jtsus Christ in sincerity, thai 
lore his appearing, and lodk and lone for it, and 
ffiio cannot be contented and sali'-lied without it, 
that wait for the coming of the Lord Jesua, whom 
our wuls love above all, O wait for Him more ihuj; 
they that watch fur the mnrntng; these are tbif 
ifant shall hftve the heavenly deiv of divine gi'ac» 
descend upon them, and they shall grow as the lilly, 
and increase with ihe increases ofGod, and grow 
Strong in ihe Lord, and in the power of his might ; 
'tbey that wait upon the Lord, (saith the prophet 
Isaiah,) shall renew their strenglh ; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagle$, they siiall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and nut faint ; and they shall 
ttt victory over the world, and over the J'lince of 
Ibe power of the air, and triuntph over death uaii 
the grave, and be able to say, 'O death where is thy 
sting! O grave where is ihy victory!' and like- 
iriu; say with Ibe apostle Paul, when he was ready 
(0 be offered, and the time of his departure wa? 



have fought a good fight, 1 have finished 

;, I have kept the failh : henceforth is laid 

dp for roe a crown of ri-fhteousness, which the Lort) 
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ifie Righteous Judge sirall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto tbem tliat also love his ap- 
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(-BLESSED are all those who bare answered tbe 
of God, and who are found in his way, wbosa 
is the way of peace, who are not weary of veJL 
g, but having been called ofGud, have obedient 
y answered that call, and are found diligeot, 
those that expect to give an account of their deeds 
dune iu the body, that neglect not so great salvation^ 
which so numerous apart of mankind are made puvj 
takers of; for it is certainly true, that God hatfa sent 
his Son into the world to bless mankind, who were 
alt under a curse by nature, and children of wrath ; 
God hath so loved the world, as to send his Son to' 
bless them. But, O my friends ! who among us will 
come to be blessed .'' who among the sons and 
daugtiters of men will come to be blessed of the 
blessed Son of God this day? who came 10 blea« 
us, in turning every one of us from our iniquities. 

Friends, I call upon you all in the name of the 
Lord, come and he blessed ; they that receive Jesi 
Christ the eternal Si>n ofGod, receivethebU: ' 
O you that have received the dear and blessed 9i 
of God, and have opened the door of your be: 
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t»%itn and said, ' O come Loid Jesus, come quick- 
ly ! tbou art tlie chiefcst often tliousaii<i, snd s]io< 
gelher lovely, thou art Ibe desire of all nations, and 
most desit-abie to my soul; I have have bad other 
lovKfj, but now mj soul lovetb tbee above all, and 
by thee miII only makf mention of ihy name : ivliic h 
is thai strong tower that I will fly unto, and lake 
Bwctuary in, at all times: O be not Ihou far frutn 
me when trouble is near, tor at what time I am 
iftud, 1 will trust in Tbee, and tbou tvilt set me on 
atock higher than I ; nho art mighty to save, ivho 
art ibe author nf eternal salvation, ibat canst save 
me From »>iM here, and froni the wrath to come.' — 
All you »b'> ''ave answered | bus, the call of God, 
mil love the Lord Jksu.t Christ in sincerity, that 
love his appearing, and look and long for it, and 
wIk) cannot be contented and sati^^lcu without it, 
that wait for the coniingnfihe Lord Jesus, whoo] 
Our souls love above all, O wail for Him more tliara 
(beji that watch for the moniiiig; these are Ibqr 
tftat shall have the heavenly ilew of divine giaee 
descend upon them, and ihey shall grow as lUe lilly, 
and increase with the increases of God, and grow 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might ; 
'they that wait upon the Lord, (saith the prophet 
baJah,) shall renew ibelr strength ; lltey shall mount 
Up with wings as eagles, ibey shall run and not be 
weary, tliey shall walk and not faint ; and they shall 
get Hclory over the world, and over the Prince of 
Hie power of the air, and Iriuuiph over deatb and 
the grave, and be able to say, ' O death where is tby 
sling '. O grave where is iliy victory !' arid like- 
wise say with the apostle Paul, when he was ready 
to be offered, and the time of his depaiture was at 
band, 'I have fouglit a good figbt, 1 have linislied 
mj coarse, I have kept the failh : henceforth is laid 
Vplbr rae a crown ofngbtenusness, which the I^ord 
the Righteous Judge shall give me at that day ; and 
*"" ' -OJily, JjSt unto them tbat also love his ap- 
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pearing : I hare fought a good fight, I Iiave kept thi 
faith, and tlial hath kept me :' and )ou may turtbsi 
say with the sanie apustle, ' forgetting the thiii|| 
that are behind, and reaching forth udIo those lbiD| 
that are before, I press forward towards the mai^ ( 
the high calling of God. in Christ Jesus.' It is tb 
desire of m}' ^oul that yuu may all be a willing pec 
pie in the day of God's power, and he pressing fol 
ward in the ways of God, Inwards the htavenly Cm 
naan. And now that you are brought out of Sodo^ 
and Egypt, you may never hanker after it again, n(| 
go from the narrow way that leadelh unto life etei 
nal. Remember Lot's wife ; when she looks 
back, she became a pillar of salt, a monument! 
God's displeasure. Therefore lake warning by bei 
you that have hastened out ofSodom ; look nO 
back, linger not by the way, but persevere to ttti 

-end that you may escape the fiery indignation oflH 

TAImighty, which will flame against those, and cod 
nipnn them to Che uttermost, that ]i?e and die 
6neir iniquities. O labour therefore abundantly 
the woik of the Loid, and you shall enjoy etem 
test after all your labours, and you sliall then fib 
thai your labour shall not be in vain ; O faint not 

fcthe way of holiness, that leads to eTerlastingblcsseu. 
ness, and you shall have the love of God she 
abroad upon your hearts by the Holy Ghost, aod d 
vine refreshment from the presence of the Lou 
which will m^e all the ways of God to be ways 
pleasantness and all his paths to be full of peace an 
joy; that peace thai passclh understanding and tbi 
joy that is unspeakable and full of glory Therefo* 

' follow Christ your grand exemplar and supreme pal 

r tern, and be willing to deny yourselves, and lake « 
his cross, and be crucified to the world, and let tl 

t VOfid be crucified to j ou, and you will appear to h 

'"'" f children i>f ihf re.iurreclion, who are royally d< 

mdcd, evin of the line and family of heave 

■cliildreii of light, of the Father of lights, who of *" 
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who of liis own will begat you with the word of 
truth, that you should be a kind of first fruits of bis 
creature $■ 

Here is good news for you, and glad tidings, that 
you that were children of wrath by nature, may by 
adoption become heirs of the promise, the promise 
ofeternal life, through Christ Jesus, wbo hath pui> 
chased deliverance and eternal redemption for all 
that do believe in him. Here is true liberty and en- 
largement, and an opening of the prison doors to all 
tboae thathaveadeepsenseof their misery and bon- 
dage. It is joyful news to a man in a foreign coun- 
try, that lies in prison, and under heavy chains, to 
bear the joyful report of his redemption, and that 
the prison shall be opened, and his chains and fet- 
ters taken off, and that he shall be set at liberty to 
return to his native country : this is welcome tidings, 
relating only to the outward man; but here is a 
greater deliverance, for it is from a worse bonda^ 
ind captivity ; here is a rail to the world, that they 
will come out of the prison and dark dungeon 
wherein the devil hatb long held them in slavery and 
hondage ; Christ Jesus is come from heaven to de- 
liver them. 

come unto Christ, who is the light of the world, 
tvho will bring you out of darkness into his marvel- 
lous light ; and turn you from the power of Satan, to 
the power of God. Ye that were sometime dark- 
BeBs, may be made light in the Lord ; you that were 
children of wrath and children of the devd, may be- 

I come the children of God : you that were conceiv- 
ed in sin and brougbi forth m iniquity you come to 
partake of the new birth, and be regenerated and re- 
newed by the Holy Ghost, and washed in the blood 
of Christ, which cleanseth from all sin, tbalyou may 
be made meet to enter into the kingdom of God, 
ioto which no unclean thing shall ever enter; for 
rift^l what is (be use of purging and washing, but 

ub|g^ away stains and spots ? O piuify yourselves 
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from all tilthiness offle^ and spirit, perfecting hoK-^' 
atss iti the fear of Gud, and. work out your own sal*' 
vatiun with fear and trembiiiig: and come unb^ 
Cbrist the author of eternal salvation, and Iruffi 
ID bim, and depend upon him. b\ a true and lir^ 
ly faith, and be will ordain peace for ^ou : He is thtt 
great peace-maker, and will make their peace witW 
God that answer the call of God. Blessed artf 
they that come under his sceptre, under his ho(j^J 
and pure power and government, • 

O Friends, answer the call of God, that call thi|4 
doth call thee, O man, from thy sin, which will ceiM 
lainly bring thee to destruction, if thou dosi contitv 
ue in it : O hearken to this call of God ! if tho| 
dost answer that call, then thou wilt mind the i 
proofs that are given thee by the Spirit of God, a 
the light that shines in thine own heart : thou v 
then say, ( cannot go on in that sin that God reprof! 
elh me for doing : I cannot rebel any longer agairutj 
the holy motions of the Spirit of God, I remember 
such a time when I was travelling upon the way, ao^! 
another time when ( was Upon my bed, my cotw! 
science reproached me, and the Lord rebuked meu 
and secretly reproved me for Buch and such a sin &n 
I had committed. Surely it is meet to be said untM 
God, ' I have borne chastisement. I will not offenfl 
any more ; that whith I see not, teach thou me ; M 
have done iniquity,andl will do no more.' Say vvitH 
the Psalmist, ' If thou. Lord, shouldst mark inii)uit^ 
O Lord, who shall stand ! hut there is forgivenest;! 
with Thee, that thou mayest be feared.' ( 

When you are under a sense of sin, and feel !t ar, 
an intolerable burden, you will cry out, O that Ht] 
that made us would save us, and shew mercy to o 
for his Son's sake ! the mercy of God is only exteiu' 
ed to us in the Son of his love, Christ Jesus. Li 
us come unto Him that we may have life, and ha*) 
it more abundantly. Blessed are they that lay hoB 
tUe mercy and loving kindness of the Lord, win 
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wliom tbere is mercy, Ihat be may be feared. ' The 
Lord delightelli not in the death of a sinner, but 
tbat lie ni'.iy repent, return and live.' When the 
Scribes and the Pharisees brought unto Christ the 
woman taken in adultery, and said to Lim, Master, 
this K'uman was taken tn adulter]', in the very act ; 
DOW Mosesin thelawcommanded usihalsiich should 
be stoned ; but what sayest thou f Jesus said unto 
ibem, 'lie that is without sin arrton{; you, let him 
first cast a stone upon her;' and they being convict- 
od by llieir own consciences, went out one by one. 
When ihey were gone out, Jesus said unto the woman, 
'Wheve are tliose thine accusers? halh do man 
KHidemned thee ? she said, no man, Lord. And Je- 
sus said unto her, neither do 1 condemn tbee ; go 
and sin do mote.' Here he laid the axe to the root 
nf the tree, they lived in the profession but not in 
tile possession of the truth ; they went out one by 
nne, and being accused by tbeir qwq consciences, 
lljey ceased to accuse her. Christ by his Spirit 
dolh reprove thee for thy sin, and bids thee go and 
■in no more. They only shall bare the benefit of 
nhat Christ bath done and suffered in his outward 
coming in the flesh, that believe in bim, and see the 
iiecessity of his inward appearance and cowing in 
t'le spirit, and answer the same. When Christ 
slanda and knucka at the door of thy heart, be sure 
to let bim in ; if tbnu sliuttest the door of thy heart 
aeainst Christ, thou dost thereby provoke bim to 
sniit the door of heaven against thee. Rom. ii. 6. 
'He wi!l render to every man according to his 
iifds ;' to them »hii by patient cunlinuance in well 
dning seek for glory and honour, immortality, eter- 
nal life to them ; but unto them that are contentious, 
Htid do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
indignation, and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon 
erery soul of man ihat doth evil ; of the Jew first, 
and also the Gentile : but glory, honour and peace, 
to every man that worketh good. There is a lime 
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to live and a time to die. Tbis is the day of God's 
"risitalion, when God calls men by his Spiiil, and in- 
vites them to accept of mercy. There is a time 
coming when he will call them to judgment : wo be 
10 them that have not answered the first call, when 
the second call comes. See to it while the Spirit of 
the Lord strives with you. Hearken to the voice 
of God, the oracle wilhin, that reproves thee and 
Checks thee for thy sin, and reverence the hand of 
the Lord when he corrects Ihee, and do thou patient* 
ly bear the indignation of the Lord, because thou 
bast sinned against Him. This is the day of God's 
visitation ! now he calls upon sinners, ' how long, ye 
, ^mple ones, will ye love simplfcity, and the scom- 
ers, delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowl- 
edge? turn ye at my reproof; I will pour out my 
Spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto 
you. Because I have called and ye refused, I have 
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded, but 
ye have set at nought all my counsels, and would 
have none of my reproof, I also will laugh at yonr 
calamity, and mock when your fear cornelh ; when 
yourfear Cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
ComethasawhirlwindjWhen distress and anguish com- 
tth upon you : then shall they call upon me, and 1 
will not answer, they shall seek me early but they shall 
not find me ; but whoso hearkeneth unio me, shall 
dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.' 
Isa. liii. 3, 'Incline your ear and come unto me 
(saith the Lord] hear and your soul shall live ; and 
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even 
the sure mercies of David,' O live In the fear of 
the Lord and you shall have peace ; live in tbe fear 
of God, for the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
Wisdum ; it is the best wisdom that can be ; it is the 
IHsdom of heaven and eternity ; it is that which 
|Womotes thy soul's eternal happiness. When God 
~ .lis thee by the voice of the rod, bear the rod, and 
that hath appointed it, and say in thy heart, O 
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CioH I have wailed for lliee in the way or thy jiidg- 
Dienls, 1 will bear thine indignatinn because I have 
■ianed aeaiast thee. I will submit to thy correction 
because 1 have transgressed, 1 have done iniquity, 
I will do so no more;! have done amiss; I have been 
vain aud fuolish, but 1 will not return to folly. I 
b&ve forsaken the l^rd, and he invites tne lo reiurn, 
BOd 1 will return unto biin. 

Friends, Ihey that will not bear God's catl in the 
day of his grace, God will not hear their call in the 
day ofbis wrath ; He will be su Tar frooi pitying of 
Jbein, that he will mock when their fear cometh; 
lie will laugh at them and not regard them, and there 
IB reason for it : for tliey bated knowledge, and 
didflot chouse the fiar of the Lord ; they would 
nane of my counsel, they despised all my reproof; 
Mierefore shall they eat of the fruit of their* own 
way. and be filled with llieir own devices; for the 
turning away of tbe simple shall slay ihem, and tlie 
prosperity of fools shall destroy them; 'tbiais the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
■nd men love darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil ;' and there is no peace saith my 
God, lo tbe wicked; the sacrifices of the wiiked 
are an abomination to the Lord ; but unto ynu that 
fear my name (saith the t^urd) shall the Sun of 
of Righteousness arise with healing under his wings; 
and they shall be mine (saith the Lord of hosts) in 
that day that I make up my jewels, and I will spare 
ih'-m as a manspareth his own son thatserveth him. 
Blessed are thtise that in the day of their visitation 
answer the call of God's love, who hath sent his 
Son to biHss us in turning every one of us from our in- 
iquities. There are many would be ^lad of ilie bless- 
ing, but they say in their hearts, this man bbatl not 
reign over us, Christ shall not be our king : but let 
Bie tell thee, O man ! He will rule and g-ivern thee' 
i^itver he save thee ; He will rule over thy mind) 
rer thy will, and aflectiuns, and desires ; and 
4* 
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A CARELESS WORLD. 

Bl Sermon preached at lAe junkers' Meetin-T-lTiivt% 
in Grace- Church- Street, London, Oct. 21, 1694. 

BY WILLIAM PENN. * 



BLlvSSED are all those who have answered tbe 
il of God, and who are found in his way, whose 
ly is the way of peace, who are not weary of -well 
loing, bui having been called of Gud, have obedient- 
ly answered that call, and are found diligent, ai 
those (hat expect to i;ive an account of their deed* 
dune in the body, that neglect not so great salvation, 
which 3D numerous a part of mankind are made par* 
takers of; for it is certainly true, that God hath sent 
his Son into the world to hiess mankind, who were 
It under a curse by nature, and children of wrath ; 
' id hath so loved the world, as to send his Son to 
them. But, O my friends I who among us will 
come to be blessed f who among the sona and 
daugl)tei-s of men will come to be blessed of tbe 
blessed Son of God this day P who came to bleai 
us, in turning every one of us from our iniquities. 

Friends, 1 call upon you all in the name of the 
Lord, come and he blessed ; they that receive Jesua. 
Christ the eternal S..n of God, receive the bftsangi 
O you that have received the dear and blessed " 
ftf Gud, and have opened the dour of your fa 
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fciH] and said, ' O come Loid'Jesua, come quick- 
ly 1 tbou art liic chiefest often thousand, and allo- 
g«ther lovely, thou art the desire of all nations, and 
moat desii-able to my soul ; 1 have have bad other 
lovers, but now mj soul lovelh Ibee above all, and 
by ibec will only makt mention of iby name ; wliitli 
is th»t Btrong tower lliat I tvill fly unlu, and take 
sanctuary in, at all limes: O be not tbou far fiom 
me when trouble is near, lor at what time I am 
Bfrald, I will trust in Thee, and tbou wilt iel me on 
irock higher than I ; who art migbly to save, who 
art the author of eternal salvation, that canst save 
me from sin here, and from ihe urralb to come." — 
All you who have answered thus, the call of God, 
and hive the Lord Jbsus Christ in sincerity, that 
love bis appearing, and look and hmg for it, and 
who cannot be contented and satisfied withuut it, 
lliat ivail for llie coming of the Lord Jesus, ivbom 
our souls love above all, O wait for Him more th&o 
ibey that waich for the morning ; these are lh«f 
that shall have the heavenly dew of divine grace 
descend upon them, and they shall grow as the Illly, 
and incri?ase with the increa'ies of God, and grow 
strong in Ibe l^ord, and in ihe power of his might ; 
'they that wait upon the Lord, (sailb ibe prophet 
Isaiah,^ shall renew their strwigtb ; they shall mount 
up witli wings as eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint ; and ihey shall 
get victory over the world, and over the Prince of 
the power of the air, and triumph over death and 
the grave, and be able to say, ' O death where is thy 
sting ! O grave where is thy victory !' and like- 
wise say wilb the apostle Paul, when he was ready 
to be offered, and the time of bis dcpatture was at 
hand, 'I have fought a good fight, 1 hare Gnisbed 
my course, I have kept the failh : henceforth is laid 
up for me a crown of^ righteousness, which the Lord 
(he Righteous Judge shall give me at that day : and 
jOt to me only, but unto tbera that also love his ap- 
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{■earing ; I liave fought a good lighl, I have kept tin 
aitli, and tlial liatb Kept me :' and you may luilliai 
say with the satne aposlle, ' forgetting the thui| 
thai are behind, and reaching forth unto those thin] 
that are before, I presa forward towards the mark i 
the high calling of God, in Christ Jesus.' It is th 
desire of my ^oul that you may all be a willing pei 
pie in the day of God's power, and be presiiing foi 
ward in the ways ofGud, towards the heavenly C^ 
naaii. And now that you are brought out of Sodof 
and Ggf pt, you may never hanker after it again, iM 
go from the narrow vray that leadeth unto life etc 
nal. Kemember Lot's wife ; when she look* 
back, she betame a pillar of salt, a monument 
ifiori's displeasure. Therefore take warning bj be 
that have hastened out of Sodom; look n 
. linger not by the way, but persevere to tl 
that you may escape the 6ery Indignation of ll 
^Almighty, which will flame against tho^e, and coi 
Upon them to the uttermost, that live and die 
their iniquities. labour therefore itbundantly 
the woik of the Lord, and you shall enjoy elen 
rest after all your labours, and you shall then lii 
that xour labour shall not be in vain ; O faint not 
lyof holiness, (hat leads to everlasting blessei 
ness, and you shall have the love of God sbi 
abroad upon your hearts hy the Holy Ghost, 
vine refreBhrneiit from the presence of the Loii 
which will make all the ways of God to be ways 
pleasantness and all his paths to be full of peace ai 
joy ; that peace thai passelh understanding and thi 
joy that is unspeakable and full of glory Therefoi 
follow Christ your grand exemplar and supreme pi 
tern, and be willing to deny yourselves, and take . 
his cross, and be crucified t'l the world, and let tj 
wofid be crucified to you, and you will appei 
the chililren of the resurrection, who are ruyi 
lended. even I'f th<- line and family of bei»( 
Iren of light, of the Father of lights, who of ' 
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who of liis own will begat you with the word of 
irucli, lliat you should be a kind of tirst fruits of bis 
creatures- 
Here ia good iie\vs for you, and glad tidings, that 
you that were children of wrath by nature, may by 
adoption become beirs of the promise, the promise 
ofelernal life, through Christ Jesus, who hath pur^ {, 

chased deliverance and eternal redemption for all 
that do believe in him. Here is true liheity and en- ' 

l&rgement, and an opening of the prisan doors to all 
those that have a deep sense of their misery and boa- ' 

dage. It is joyful news to a man in a foreign coun- 
try, that lies in prison, and under heavy chains, to 
bear the joyful report of his redemption, and that 
Hit prison shall be opened, and his chains and fet- J 
ters taken oIT, and that he shall be set at liberty to <| 

return to his native country : this is welcome tidisgs, 
relating only to the outward man; but here is a , 

greater deliverance, for it is from a worse bondage 
ud captivity : here is a call to the world, that tbey 
ffiQ Come out of the piison and dark dungeoo 
wherein the devil hath long held ihem in slavery and i 

hondage ; Christ Jesus is come from heaven to de- ; 

fifertfiem. A 

cooie unto Christ, who is the light of the world, " 

who will bring you out of darkness mto his marvel- o 
lous fight ; and turn you from the power of Satan, to . J 
the power of God. Ve that were sometime dark- I 

neaa, may be made light in the Lord ; you that were 1 

chilclren of wrath and children of the devil, may be- j 

come the children of God : you that were conceiv- j 
ed in sin and brought forth in iniquity you come to n 
pBrtake of the new birth, and be regenerated and re- ^ 
newed by the Holy Ghost, and washed in the blood 
of Christ, which cleanseth from all sin, thai you may " 

be made meet to enter into the kingdom of God, 
into which no unclean thing shall ever enter; for 
alia! what is the use of purging and washing, but * 

' B away stains and spots ? O purify youiselves 




uui selves ^^ 
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fiearing : I have Taught a good fight, I have kept the 
aith, and that hath kept me :' and jou may further 
say with the same apuslle, ' forgetting the things 
that are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
that are before, 1 press forward towards the mark of 
the high calHiig of God m Christ Jesus.' It is the 
desire uf my .soul that you may all be a willing peo* 
pie in the day of God's power, and be pressing for- 
ivard in the ways of God, towards the heavenly Ca- 
naan. And now that you are brought out ofSodom 
snd Cgj'pt, you may never banker after it again, nor 
*gO from the narrow way that teadelh unto life eter- 
nal. Remember Lot's wife ; when she looked 
bftck, she became a pillar of salt, a monument of 
God's displeasure. Therefore take warning by her, 
you that have hastened out of Sodom ; look not 
back, linger not by the way, but persevere to the 
end that you may escape the fiery indignation of tb« 
Almighty, nhich will flame againit those, and come 
them to the ulttrmost, that live and die in 
iniquities. O labour therefore abundantly in 
'the work of the Lord, and you shall enjoy eternal 
rest alXer all your labours, and you shall then iiud 
that your labour shall not be in vain ; O faint not in 
the way of holiness, that leads to everlasting blessed-, 
ness, and you shall have the love of God shed' 
abroad upon your hearts by the Holy Ghost, and di- 
vine refreshment from the presence of the Loid, 
which will mike all the ways of God to be ways of 
pleasantness and all his paths to be full of peace and 
joy ; that peace that passeih understanding and that 
joy that is unspeakable and full of glory Therefor* 
follow Christ your grand exemplar and supreme pal- 
lerp, and be Willing to deny yourselves, and take up 
his cross, and be crucified to the world, and let the 
4d be crucified to you, and you will appear to be 
children of the resurrection, who are royally de- 
ided, even of the line and family of heavpo, 
Iren of light, of the Father of lights, who of bis 
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who of bis own will begat jou wilh the word of 
tnith, tliat jou should be a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures. 

Here is good news for you, and glad tidings, thai 
you that were cliildren of wrath by nature, may by 
adoption become heirs of the promise, the promiBe 
erelernal life, through Christ Jesus, who hath pur- 
chased deliverance and eternal redemption for all 
lliat do beliere in him. Here is true liberty and en- 
Urgement, and an opening of the prison doors to all 
ifaose that have a deep sense oftheir misery and bon- 
dage. It is joyful news to a man in a foreign coun- 
try, that lies in prison, and under heavy chains, to 
hear tiie joyful report of his redemption, and that 
Ihe prison shall be opened, and his chains and fet- 
ters taken off, and that he shall be set at liberty to 
return to his native counlry : this is welcome tidmgs, 
relating only to the outward man; but here is a 
^aler deliverance, for it is from a worse bondage 
and captivity : here is a call to the world, that they 
will come out of the piison and dark dungeon 
wherein the devil hath long held them in slavery and 
bondage ; Christ Jesus is come from heaven to de- 
liver tnem. 

O come unto Christ, who is the light of the world, 
who will bring you out of darkness into fais marvel- 
lous light ; and turn you from the power of Satan, to 
the power of God. Ye that were sometime dark- 
ness, may be made light in the Lord ; you Ibat were 
children of wrath and children of the devil, maybe- 
come the children of God : you that were conceiv- 
ed in sin and brought forth m iniquity you come to 
psrtake of the new birth, and be regenerated and re- 
newed by the Holy Ghost, and washed in the blood 
of Christ, which eleanseth from all sin, that you may 
be made meet to enter into the kingdom of God, 
into whii^h no unclean thing shall ever enter; for 
^9&'. what is the use of purging and washing, but 
kjttkUk3 away stains and spots i* O purify yourselves 
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D all fillhiness of fle^ and spirit, perfeclhig 
JiFss ill tile ftar of Go<l, and. work out your own sal^ 
•ratnan with fear and liembling; and come untd 
Christ the auibor of eternal salvation, and Irti^ 
him, and depend upon bim, by a true and live^ 
Ij faitb, and he will ordain peace fur you : He islht 
great peace-maker, and will make their ptace wiU 
God that answer the call of God. Blessed aq 
they that uome under his sceptre, under bis ho^ 
and pure power aiid government. i 

O Friends, answer tbo call of God, that call iha 
dotb call thee, O man, from tby sin, which will ce] 
tajnly bring thee to destruction, if tbou dust cunlin 
ue in it : O hearken to this lall of God ! if tho^ 
dost answer that call, then ibou wilt mind the ra 
proofs that are given Ibee by the Spirit of God, uil 
the light that shines in thine own heart: Ibou wU 
then say, 1 cannot go on in that ^in that God reprofif 
eth nie fur doing : I cannot rebel any longer againd 
the holy motionsofthe Spirit of God. 1 remeiubev 
such a lime when I was travelling upon the way, aod 
another time when [ was upon my bed, my eon- 
science reproached me, and the Lord rebuked me 
and secretly reproved me for such and such a sin ai 
I had committed. Surely it is mret to be said untgt 
God, ' I have borne chastisement- I will not offeni 
any more ; that whieh I see not, teach thou me : 
have done iniquity, and 1 will do no more,' Say wita 
the Psalmist, ' If tbou. Lord, shouldst mark ini^uit;f^ 
O Lord, who shall stand ! but there is forgiveness 
with Thee, that thou mayest be feared.' 

When you are under a sense of sin, and feel it ai 
an intolerable burden, you will cry out, O that Hi. 
that made us would save us, and shew mercy to m 
for his Son's sake ! the mercy of God is only exlentlr' 
ed to us in the Son of his love, Christ Jesus. Ld 
us come unto Him that we may have life, and hftva 
'it more abundantly. Blessed are they that lay hol^ 
••o Hie mercy and loving kindness of the Lord, witll 
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wboin ihcre is mercy, ifiai he inay be feared. ' The 
Jjord delighteth not in tbe death of a aiiiner, bat 
ibat he may repent, return and live.' When the 
Scribes and the Pharisees brought unto Christ the 
voinan taken in adultery, and said to him, Master, 
this woman was taken in adultery, in the very aet ; 
now Mosesinthelatvcommanded uslhalsiich should 
be Btoned ; but what sayesl thou? Jesus said unto 
them, 'he that i^ wilhuul sin among you, let him 
first cast a stone upon her ;' and they being convict- 
ed by their own consciences, went oul one by one. 
When they weregone out, Jeaus said unto the woman, 
'Where are those thine accusers? hath no man 
condemned ihee .'' she said, no man, Lord. And Je- 
sus said unto her, neither do 1 condemn thee ; go 
uid sin no more.' Here he laid the ase to the mot 
of the tree, they lived in the profession but not in 
tlw possession of the truth ; they went out one by 
nne, and being accused by their own consciences, 
ibey ceased to accuse her. Christ by his Spirit 
dolh reprove thee for thy sin, and bids thee go and 
sin no more. They only shall have the benefit of 
vrlml Christ hath done and suffered in bis outward 
coming in the flesh, that believe in him, and see the 
ueceesity of his inward appearance and comine lo 
llie spirit, and answer the same. When Christ 
stands and knocks at the door of thy heart, be sure 
to let him in ; if thou shuttesl the door of thy heart 
^nst Christ, thou dost thereby provoke him to 
snot the door of heaven against thee. Rom. ii. 6. 
'He will render lo every man according to his 
deeds ;' to them nhu by palient continuance in well 
doinffseck for glory and honour, immortality, eter- 
nal life to them ; but unto them that are contentious, 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrigbteou^toess, 
indignation, and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon 
every soul of man that doth evil ; of the Jew first, 
and also the Gentile ; but ghuy, honour and peace, 
every man llml workelh good. There is a time 
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I (o be forererwith ihe Lord. Those ihat are re^n* 
B 'Crate and born again, they are looking for llial blessf: 
I ed hope, and tbe glorious appearing of the greatj 
I X!od and our Saviour Jrsus Clirisl; who gave hinrt 
I Betf fur us, that be might redeem us friina all iniqui^ 
m tv and puiiry unto hiinselfa peculiar people zealouf 
I Bf goo J works. 

B - It is tbe desire of my soul, that ynu may all coniij 
K*^ answer thf call of God, who hath sent his Son b| 

 Ifaless you, and to turn every one of you from youi 
r ^iquities. Let us not turn aside to the right baiwC 
I wor to the iefl, but be pi-essing forward towards tl 
I mark of the high calling of God in Chrisl Jesu! 
I wid we shall hie made partakers of tbe inheritance 

 tiie saints in Light. 

I * The people of Israel were by Joshua's commandK 
Bkll circumcised, both old and young, before tlifjf 

 could enter inlo the good land, thai flows with mil« 
V-«nd honey f so must it be now. if you will enter thW 

 Vternal land by our heavenly Jnshua. VVherewilb 
r shall -a young man cleanse his way? (saith tha 
K^salmi^t, Psal. cxix. 9.) ' By taiiog heed tberetii 
Kftccording to thy word ' Hiding the word of tit* 
Kijord in your heart, is the circumcising of it : tbePO 
Ltousl be a witnessing of ihe circumcision in lb*: 
l^cart. before we can enter inlo rest in the hearenix' 
P-Canaan. Tbe word of the l^rd is as a fire, &nd af 

 III hammer, and as a circumcising knife, the inslro^' 
Itoent of our purifiCiitian, which takes away every 

 thing that is unc'ean, that would defile us, that v/a 
Bmav become livtug temples, prepared for the pre^ 
l«en'ceorihe holy God. 

Me The Ptnlo-Martyr, Stephen, when he reproved 

 :^'' persecutiug Jews ibat st<itied him to death, said, 
■^Tfe stiiTnecked and uneircumciaed in heart aiid 
■H^rs, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; As youE 

 .Others did, so do ye: Which of the nrnphets^ 
Ukave not ymr father^ pcrseiuled ? And lliey have 
iM^iu them whlcll stiewed hefore of the coming of, 
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fIte'Just One, of whom you have been now betray- 
en and murderers.* The most high God dwelletb 
not in temples made with bands ; 'Thus saith the 
Lord, the faeaven is my ihrone, and the earth is my 
footstool.' Where is the house that ye build unto 
me ? And where is the place of my rest ? For all 
(bote things hath mine hand made. But to this 
fflUi will 1 look, eren to him that is poor,.&nd of a 
coRtrite spirit, and ttembleth at my word.' There- 
fore, my friends, give up your hearts to the Lord, 
tliat he may say, ' Here do 1 delight to dwell, thia 
13 my habitation ; for I have desired it ;' walk in the 
holy ways of God, and bis word will be a light to 
j'our feet, and a lanthom to your paths, and you 
will Sod the good ways of God to be ways of pleas- 
iMness, and all his paths to be full of peace. O 
pray, with the roya! Psalmist. ' Create in me, O 
Goo, a clean heart, and renew a right spirit in me ; 
cast me not away from thy presence, and take not 
% Holy Spirit from me : Restore unto me the 
joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy free 
Spirit; Then will 1 teach traii'-f^res.sors thy ways, 
WW sinners shall be converted unto thee.' People 
fflust be first converted themselves, before they can 
befit ftistruments to convert others, ' I love them 
fliBt love me, (saith the Lord,) and they that seek 
nie early shall find me,' that seek me in the first 
phee, before and above all. ' Wash you, make ye 
deui, put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes : Cease to do evil, and learn to do well. 
Come now, and let us reason together, {saith the 
Lord.) Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.' This is the call of God, 
hearken to it, and obey; and do not start aside 
like a broken bow, for ihen wo unto you : ' Bet- 
ter that a millstone were hanged about your necks, 
Wd you cast into the aiidst of the sea,' than be 
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disobedient to the Lord, and lice snd die in your 
sins, and at last be droivned in destruction and pet^ 
dilion. 

O, my Friends, hearken to the call of Christ ; lipar 
and vour souls shall live, 'Dolli not Wisdom crjr, 
»tid Understanding put forth her voice ? L'nto yoB^ 
O men, I call, and my voice is to the sons of men 9 
Hf ar, fin I will speak nf excellent things; and the 
opening of my lips shall be light things ; For mf" 
tniiuth shall speak truth, and wickedness is an abo^ 
miiiatiDn to my lips. Receive my instruction, bdiI 
n<ii Silver; and knowledi'e rather than choice goldi* 
Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable rich* 
ea and righleouisness : I lead in the way of right- 
eousness, in the midst of tlie paths of judgment} 
that I may caui^f those that love me to inherit sub- 
stance, and I will fill their treasures.' What is thi< 
substance .'' It is heavenly treasures in the OtbeP 
world, ' where neither moth nor ru'it doth currupl^ 
and thieves do mil break through nor steal.' Tn« 
immutable God, that changeth not, hath an un* 
changeable inheritanre fur his people, thai' cannot 
find peace nor rest in their own beails, till they find 
a place for the God A! Jacuh to dwell in : it le tttetr 
most ardent desire that he may dwell ill their 
hearts, and that they may for ever dwell with him 
in heaven. 

O, my Friends, cast your care upon the Lordt 
and U'lthing shall be able to overwhelm you. IT 
you have ppac.e with Gud, be will in his time, inak» 
your enemies to be at peace with you ; so that yon 
may sit down under yiKir own vines, and under yoiir 
own figtrees. and eat the fruit of your labours. 

say, with the Psalmist. ' My soul waiteth for the 
Lord, mote than they that watch for the morning, 

1 say, more than they that watch for the morning. 
Let Israel hope in thf Lord, for with the Lord 
there is mercy, and wilh liim there is plenteous f»- 
demption.' 'What I say to you, i say unto aJt. ' 
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Watcb, (saitb nur Saviour,) VVaicli and praj^ 

je eater not into templation.' We iiiuat watch al- 
ways, and pray witliuut ciiasing ; I imisl not pray 
'before 1 walcti. Let us always be upon our watch, 
^^^H ^valk so as remeuiliering we are alwayfi in the 
^^^Keoce of the umnipresetit God. Let us set the 
^^^Kd always before ur, and con^iider we are under 
^^Mall-seeiugeye : Lit us laite lieed unto our ways, 
vad turn our feel utito God's testimonies Itet us 
look up to God and say, with holy Darid, 'as ihc 
hart panteth after tbe waler brooks, so panletli my 
soul after thee, O God. My soul thiistelb for God, 
for the living God ! When shall 1 come and ap- 
pear before God r' Lord, Ibou wilt shew me the 
patli of hfe. In ihy presence there is fulness of 
jay. and at thy right hand there are pleasures for 



hen you are panting anit breathing 
after the inward enjoyment of the divine presence, 
lome may ignorantty call it enthusiasm, say it is 
oiercly die eflect of melancholy; but holy David, 
tbc man after God's own heart, was such an enthu- 
siast, he did ardently pant and breathe alter the en- 4 
joyment of God's presence : God hath made known 
bi<n«e[f in and through bis well -beloved Son Jesus 
Christ ; Gad is in Cbrist, aad Christ is in us, if we 
are his. Examine yourselves, aailh the apostlr, 
know ye not thai Christ is in you, except ye be re- 
probates.'' If God be in Christ, and Christ Jrsua 
be in us, to rule and govern us, we are safe and 
bappy ; be will be willi us in the time of distress, 
trouble and tribulation ; and will preserve us in the 
hour of temptatioQ. What though we may meet 
with storms and tempests in our laDours and travels 
on this earth : This may encourage us, that we 
baveasereiw heaven over our heads, and in the 
darkest night of our affliction, we may look up to 
tbc bright morning star, Christ Jesus, who is ouc 
light and our leader; and if we be weary and bea- 
I ry laden, he will give us rest : And if we be wound" i 



48 god's call to & 



} 



ed wilh the sense of our sins, he is tlie great pbysi- | 
cian of souls, ami the Sun of ligliteousiiess tbal will 
arise nitli healing under bh wings. J 

My Friends, ihis is the love of God to mankindL 
He will bleas us in turning us from our sin to him* 
lelf; he will turn us from darkness to light, andf': 
turn us from that which bath turned us from God^i. 
' if we will hear liim. Let us pray and strive %gaiiW' 
'tUQ, and bemoan ourselves with Rphraim, and aayf 
' Lord, thou hast chastised me, and 1 was cliKstisedf 
as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke. Turn thsv^ 
me and I shall be turned, for thou art the Lord mf 
4>od.' If we humble ourselves under the mighty 
iand of God, we shall with Epbraim hear the 
sounding of Gods hnivele, and tlie voice of Gojf 
pronouncing peace and pardon to us: 'Is Epbraiai' 
tny dear son f Is be a pleasant child ? For sinofi: 
X speak against him, I do earnestly remember hini 
atill, therefore my bowels are troubled for him j 1 
p^^^will surely have merey upon him, saith the Lord/ 
[ '^ * But, my friends, notwithstanding the great love of 
"" God to mankind ; yel how doth the Lord com- 
plain by the Prophet : ' Hear, O Heavens, and eJ 
ear, O Earth, for the Lord hath spoken ; 1 4ia 
nourished and brougbtiup children, and Oxey liare 
rebelled against me. The ux knows bis owner, and 
the ass his master's crib ; but Israel doth not knowf^ 
my people doth not consider.' The ox and ast, 
which are dull and stupid creatures, do upbraid 
, .their ingratitude, who are not alfected with tl 
I ^fcindness of God, but have forgotten him dayswiti 
Kput number. O remember your Owner; live unl 
|rbim, and not to yourselves. ' Ye aro none of yoi 
^wn, ye are bought with a price ; therefore gloriAi' 
'God with your bodies, andjwitb your gpirils, wlii(X3 
are his. O live unto Chri-it that died for you ; livi 
unto his glory, that died for your balvalion f hcrcb] 
.you will come to please God, bv believing in bin 
io whom he is well pleased, and you shall have lb»t 
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fwftce and joy that the world cannot give Dor take 
VKij. Our Saviour said to tbe woman of Samaria, 
'If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith unto ttiee, Give to drink, thou wouldst ' 

hare asked of hitn, and be would have given thee 
living water; whosoever shall drink of this water,  

shall thirst again, but whosoever shall drink of the 
ffgttr that I shall give him, shall never thirst, but the l 

water that I shall give him, shall be in him a well of < 

witer springing up unto everlasting life.' They . 

Ibu eome unto Christ and believe in him, they shidl i 

receive living comforts and refreshmenls ; he will 
suisfy them with living water. These divine, sweet i 

lod refreshing joys, are only tasted by those that I 

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, who will abun- . 

dtatly satisfy the thirsty souls. He will give them 
lifiog waters from the brooks of Shiloh, the streams 
wbereof make glad the city of God. They that 
^at drink of these waters, of these living streams 
which they receive from Christ the Fountain, shall 
never thirst a^ain. Christ is that living Fountain 
that gives refreshment and satisfaction to all tbat 
Mirae to him. It is of liis fulness Ihat we all re- 
feive, grace for grace. Here is a well set open by 
the livtQg and eternal God, a fountain unsealed, for 
vhoorer will come, may come, and drink of the I 

well of the water of life freely. i 

Living praises be given to the most blessed ever- 
lasting God, that thus aboundeth in his mercy to- 
wards us, and deals bountifully with us : ' For 
God, who at sundry times and in divefs manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
oath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son ; 
whom he halh appointed heir of all things, who is ] 

the brightness of his glory, and the express image ^ 

of his person.' He came into the world to seek | 

and save us tbat were lost, who took our nature 
yid sin upon him ; who hath redeemed us from the 
of the law, being made a curse for us : God 
5 
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■professors of truth may be possessors of it. Now 
the way to this, is to receive the truth in Ihe love 
of it, and to lore the liuth as it is in Jesus ; yea, 
love it above all things in the world. Consider, my 
friends, where are your hearts and affections this 
day ? Do you love God above all ? Do you love 
him with all your hearts, with all your souls, aod 
with all your strength ? God will be served with 
the whole heart, 'My son, give me thine heart. 
Examine now, whether God balh your hearts this 
day ; I exhort and beseech you all to give up your 
hearts to God, give the crown and diadem to ujnt; 
let him be your Lord, and lawgiver, and king, and 
he will save you ; he will be a sun and a shield un- 
to you, he will supply you with all good, and defend 
you from all evil ; you shall have refreshment from 
the presence of the Lord this day, if you appear 
before him in a holy and humble frame and dispo- 
sition, which Is acceptable to him. The Lord will 
overshadow you with the wing of bis love, and be 
will fill the hungry with good things, and th« 
rich he will send empty away. The Lord is this 
day breaking the bread of life, and will give it to 
those that come with aspiritual appetite : and here 
is a spring opened of living waters, for refreshing^ 
of thirsty souls that cannot be satisfied without the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that can have no true con- 
tent, joy or pleasure, without the enjoyment of God. 
This hath been the stay of our minds wbeti we 
have been in great tribulation, when the floods of 
many waters have been ready to overwhelm us. 
We are a people that have had abundant experi- 
ence of God's mighty power in our preservation 
and deliverance, blessed be the name of the Lord^ 
whose almighty arm hath brought salvation. 

Friends, it is the desire of my soul, that you nia|f 
all be Christians indeed, Israelites indeed, (Ukd 
Nathaniel) in whom there is no guile : That in aUi^ 
jour galheri'.gs you may be gathered, not to ioan, 
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MY Friends, this is the day of God's power and 
»Te, the day of grace and salpation ; concerning 
"bich it was foretuld by the prophet, that the peo- 
ple of God should have bread in their own houses, 
snd water in their own cisterns. All you who have 
^Qswered this day of God's visitation, and behold 
die glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
J'our own hearts, that are found faithful, and diligent, 
*ild trasty with the talents which the Lord liatli 
Hilrusted you with, that you may Improve them for 
his glory, and your own everlasting bene6t. The 
t<ord is this day spreading his table, and brining 
^brth his dainties, and filling the cup of salvation, 
that he may satisfy his people as witD marrow and 
'btoess; and that they may celebrate his praises 
^llh joyful lips. This is a day wherein you may 
eal the bread of life, and drink the water of 
life ; this is a day wherein God hath promised 
to teach his people himself; 'They shall all be 
taught of God, and in righteousness and in 
truth shall they be established-,' t.li%V &W ^.VL'«^. vn 
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be taken away from lier.' Martha was concerned 
chiefly for the outward entertainment of Christ, 
which in itself was well, and a testimony of love lo 
the despised Messiah ; hut she looked too much 
outward, and was over-careful, and too little re- 
,|^rded his inward fulness ; but Mary looked 
ward, to be filled and satisfied from him, to recei 
of his fulness, even j^race for grace, from the livi 
fountain of it. Friends, I would have you, vntE 
Mary, to choose the better part, that you may be 
filled with divine consolations. This is that which 
the Lord hath opened to you this day : Receive 
tiiis blessed treasure that will enrich you, and lUl 
and satisfy you, and empty you of all that is contra- 
ry to itself, viz. the inordinate love of earthly and 
perishing things. This will beautify and adorn you 
with that which will render you amiable in the 
«gbt of God ; For tbe King's Daughter is all glo- 
rious within. I wonder that there ace so many 
that are all for trimming and adorning the outside, 
when (the King's Daughter) all those that are called 
of God, and sanctified by his Spirit, are glorious 
within ; these will open the door of their hearts to 
Christ, who is the King of glory. Now thai they^ 
nay be espoused and married lo Christ, they tnust 
bare ihis heavenly adorning from the blessed Spi- 
rit of God, who will beautify them with faith and 
love, holiness, patience, meekness, humility, and 
all other heavenly graces, which will make them aU 
glorions within. Open the door of your hearts lo. 
Christ, the King of glory, who hath long waited 
and called upon you to open to him, till his bead. 
hath been Iin<>d with dew, and his locks with the 
drops of the night. If you open the door of your 
hearts to hiin, be will come in and sup with you and.' 
you with him ; be ~.vill beautify and adorn you, aajT 
impress his divine image upun you, and lake awajn 
every sjiot and wrinkle, that you may appear amiaJ 
-Ue to him- Those that are true disciples of Chri^J 
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^11 take up his cross and fuilow Iiim, and learn cf 
bim to be meek and lowly, then ibev t^liall find vest 
to iheir souls, and know by experience tlial lii.'^ yoke 
is easy and his burden light. Receive ihe truih 
therefore, in the love of it. and walk in it, and you 
will be kept nut of all that is evil, and the blessing 
of the God of beaten will rest upon you, and ' Ihe 
Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing 
will be ivilhhctd rrom them that walk uprightly.' 
Therefore ivait upon the Lord with singleneiis and 
Bprightness of heart, and dedre in all your meet- 
ings to meet with God, and you shall feed upon the 
bread of life, and drink of ibe cop of blessing, and 
the Lord will miuisltr nnd dUpense to every one of 
you according lo your necessities. 

The Lord prnpnundu and offers lo our minds 
nothing below himself, we muiit choose him alone 
for our portion, and we shall receive from bis hands, 
that which is salisfjlng. 'One thing (saitb the 
P-'almist, P;.ai. xxvii. ■i.) have I desired of the Lord, 
Ihst will [ seek after, that I may dwell in the house 
flf the [.ord all the days of my life, lo behold the 
beauty of the Lord, anil inquire in his temple : 
For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in bis 

Eavilion, in the secret of his tabernacle he shall 
ide me. and he shall set me upon a rnck-' Where 
is there a bcttrr dwelling to abide in, and take Up 
your rest, than where (Jod would have you dwell ? 
God himself will be your dwelling place in all 
generations, and be all In all In you. 

Come away, you weary and heavy laden, to 
Christ, and he will give rest to your souls. Make 
that blessed choice that Mary did ; choose tliat 
•good part which shall not be taken from you ;' yi u 
shall increase wilb the increases of God, and grow 
Op as salves of the stall. Let your living cries as- 
cend to the living God, who heareth the cry of Ihe 
iumble, and of those that are sensible of their low 
^&tate ; and with strong cries and su^\tUt:%,\,\QT& ^«- 
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\ y&re to be made more alive unto God ; let the de- 
f >jre of your souls be to bim, and to the rcniein- 
1 'brarice of Ilia name. Let no Delilah, no darliog 
L'Sin, lodge Jnyour bosoms to diaw awaj your heart% 
IVid the prime and flutver of your aflections from 
I fbrist, who is the most worthy and supreme object 
cf your love, and altogether lovely, and the cbiefert 
of ten tliuusands. Let nothing obstruct the vigof^ 
ous motion of your souls after him. When be 
. draws you with the cords of his love, do you raft 

m^g aller him ; and let your alTeclions be set on Liot) 
^^b and fixed on him, and he will fill you with joy un> 
^^M ]^eakable and full of gloiy. 

^^M ' My Friends, see that ye be a willing people, 
^^B imd a living people, GocTis not straitened towards 
^^B ns, let not us be straitened in our own bowels, and 
^^L pe shall feel his almighty arm supporting of us, and 
^^B Ills bountiful hand communicating and i-earhing out 
^^B fi'*'*'' things to uf- ; we shall have refreshment Troni 
^|B^lhe presence of the Lbrd, and know that he is in 
l^^^the midst of us. He will 'justify us freely by bis 
grace, through the redemption thai is in Jesns ' 
Christ; whom God hath set forth tu be a propitiRp 
tion lhrou£;b faith in his blood, to declare his right- 
edusTiess for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God ; to declare, 1 say, 
at this time his righteousness, that he might be just, 
and the juslitier of hini which believeih in Jesus.* 
My Friends, if we set out affections on thinesa- 
bove, and seek first the kingdom of God, anathe 
righteousness thereof, all other things shall be add- 
ed to us; for godliness is profitable to all things 
having the promise of the life that now is, and oClbal 
which is to come. Blessed are they that can wit- 
ness and experience a work of God upon their souls, 
Ichanginir Ihem and renewing them, in the cpirit uf ■• 
(heir minds, and conforming them to the divine Ira- j 
tee and will, and pulling his fear into Ibeir beajt^ 
aat thft' may never dei»&tl from Him. ' The Augcl 
*-  -^ ' - '-"  
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Ithe Lord encarapeth round about them, tbat 
fear Hitn, and delipers ihem ;' O taste and see that 
the Lord is goud ! blessed is Ihe man that Iiu^Ictb 
in Him ! the eyes of the Lord are upon the righ- 
teous, and his ear is open to their cry ; He will give 
tbeia ivhatsoever they want, aad deny them nothing 
Ihat is goud for them. If they want faith, patience, 
courage, liumiHty, self-denial, or any other grace of 
the spirit, he will ^ive it to ihem ; if they want vic- 
tory over temptation, and strength to subdue cor- 
ruption, or to bear tribulation, or persecution, or re- 
proach, for the name of Christ, the Lord ivill an- 
swer the desire of thtir souls. O the besetmentSi 
and snares, and stratagems of the devil, the grand 
enemy of our souls ! we Me attacked and assaulted 
on all Lands, let us not be discouraged, but travel on 
ID tbeundefiled way, that will bring us to an unde- 
filed, an eternal rest. Let us forsake sin, and the 
vanities of the world, and go up to the house of the 
Lord, the place where His Honour dwells; let us 
encourage one another, and provoke one another to 
love anit good works, and walk in the way of holi- 
ness, having our loins girt ; let us so run, Ihat we 
may obtain ; and remember that while we are woik- 
ing out our own salvation with fear and trembling, 
God will work in us to will and to do of His own 
good pleasure. Let us be so far from dependingupon 
ourselves, as entirely to depend upon Ihf Lord, who 
will not be wanting to us, but a present help in trou- 
ble. Wait upon the Lord, and improve that mea- 
sure of ligtil, and grace bestowed upon thee, and 
thou shalt grow as a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth foith fruit in season ; then thy 
leaf shall not wither, and whatsoever thou dost shaJi 
prosper. The dew of heaven shall be upon thy root, 
and thou shalt grow and flourish in the courts of the 
Lord. Exercise self-denial, and take up the cross 
of Christ, (for no cross, no crown,) follow Christ the 
Captain of our salvation, who was made perfect 
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r;sire to be made more alive unto God ; let the de- 
I sire of jour souls be lo biin, aurf tg the rcmetn- 
' iirance of his name. Let no DeJilali, no darling 
I "flin, lodge in your bosoms to diaw away your hearts, 
P'iuid the prime and fiuvver of your iilfections frois 
I •Christ, who is the most vrortby and supreme object 
of your love, and altogether lovely, and the chiefeEt 
of ten iliousands. Lei nothing obstruct the vigor- 
ous motion of your souls after him- When he 
draws you with the cords of his love, do you rtni 
after him ; and let your affcclions be set on hill), 
md fixed on him, and he will fill you with joy un- 
Jieakable and full of glory. 
_, My Friends, see that ye be a willing people, 
jTl^nd a living people. Goer is not straitened towards 
l^s, let not us be straitened in our otvn bowels, and 
Jhe shall feel his almighty arm supporting of us, and 
ipis bountiful hand commuoicaling and reaching' out 
rood things to us ; we shall have refreshment fro ni 
lie presence of the LWrd, and know that he is in 
ibe midst of us. He will 'justify us freely by hitt 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jesus 
Christ; whom God Iiath set fojth to be a propitisf 
tion through faith in bis blood, to declare n'm rigbt- 
e&usness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God ; to declare, 1 say, 
al this time his righteousness, ihat he might be just, 
and the ju^iliiier of him which believeih in Jesus,* 
My Friends, if we set out affVctions on things a- 
buve, and seek first ihe kingdom of God, and the 
righteousness thereof, all other things shall be add- 
ed to us; fur godliness is profitable to all thin^ 
having the promise of the life that now is, and oCthat 
which islo come. Blessed are they that can wit- 
ness and experience a work of God upon their souls, 
changinc them and renewing them, in the spirit of. 
their minds, and conforming them to the divine ina-; 
, age and will, and putting bis fear inlo their beads. 
Uiat Oif" may never dejiati. from Him. ' The Angel 
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M'tbe Lord encampeth round about them, ibat 
iear Him, and delivers ibem ;' O taste and see that 
the Lord is goud ! blessed is the man that tiu^teth 
in Him '■ the eyes of the Lord are upon the righ- 
teous, and bis eai' 15 open to tbeir cry ; He will give 
them whatsoever they want, and deny them nolliiug 
that is good for them. If lliey want failb, patience, 
courage, humility, self-denial, or any other grace of 
Ule spitit, he will give it to them ; if they want vic- 
tory over temptalmn, and strength to subdue cor- 
ruption, or to bear tribulation, or persecution, or re* 
pruach, for the name uf Christ, the Lord will an- 
swer the desire of their souls. O the besetments, 
and snares, and stratagems of the devil, the grand 
enemy of our souls ! we Ab attacked and assaulted 
on all hands, let us not be discouraged, but travel un 
in theundeliled way, that will bring us to an unde- 
filed, an eternal rest. Let us forsake sin, and the 
vanities of the world, and go up to the house of the 
Lord, the place where His Honour dwells; let us 
encourage one another, and provoke one another to 
love and good works, and walk in the way of holi- 
ness, having our loins girt ; let us so run, that we 
may obtain ; and remember that while we are woik- 
logout our own salvation Avith fear and trembling, 
God will work in us to will and to do of His OWQ 
good pleasure. Let us be so far from dt pendingnpOn 
ourselves, as entirely to depend upon the Lord, who 
will not be wanting to us, but a present help In trou- 
ble. Wail upon the Lord, and improve that mea- 
sure of light, and grace bestowed upon thee, and 
thou shall grow as a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth fruit in season ; then thy 
leaf shall not wither, and whatsoever thou dost shall 
prosper. The dew of heaven shall be upon thy root, 
and thou shall growand flourish in the courts of the 
Lord. Exercise self-denial, and take up the cross 
of Chrisi, {for no cross, no crown,) follow Christ the 
" mtaia of our salvation, who was made perfect 
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through suBerings. Be not ashamed of llie cross of 
Christ, but glory in it, as the Apostle Paul did, who 
said he would glory in nothing else ; labour to grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge ofour Lord and Stu- 
viour Jesus Christ, and to abound in all the fruits of 
the spirit, love, joy, peace, long-suffering, goodness, 
gentleness, faith, meekness and temperance; ibis ' 
IS to be a chrislian indeed, and a true Jew or Israel- 
ite ; for he is not a Jew which is one outwaitily, nei- 
ther is that circumcision which is outward in the 
flesh, but he is a Jew which is one inwardly, and cii> 
cunicision is that of tbe heart, in the spirit, and not 
in the letter, whose praise is not of men but of God- 
Friends, think not that a superficial and outside re- 
ligion will serve you, butyou must show forth the 
virtues of Christ, and tbe power of godliness ; then 
everlasting joy will be your portion. Omy Friends, 
come into the Light, and walk in it as children of 
Light, and persevere to the end, and you ighall come 
atlastto partake of the inheritance among the saints 
in Light, and eat of the fruit of the Iree of life 
which grows in the midst of the paradise of God. 
'Man was cast out of paradise because of transgression^ 
^ w shall he come back again, and he restored to ft 
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ite of felicity.'' the Lord bath provided a Ligbt 
and a Leader, the Lord Jesus Christ ; blessed are 
they that follow Him, for he will lead in the way ev- 
erlasting. Blessed are they which are reconciled lo 
God, and justified by faith, and have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ ; they know 
peace and assurance and satiefac-tion in themselves, 
for the work of righteousness is peace, and the fniil 
of righteousness, quietness, and assurance for ever. 
Now that you may come to this full assurance, yon 
must first know righteousness, and come to Christ 
for it, who is a righteous teacher, who will guide and 
lead you in the way of righteousness, and holiness, 
oulofyour wilderness state wherein you have wan- 
dered from the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the way, 
Ibe truth, and the life. Heve w somtVliTOft lo cntef 
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r topes upon, bere is a firm bottom to slay upon, 
I reckon, (saitti the Apostle,) that I was once alive 
witfaoat the law, but 1 am now alive tbruugb (be 
quickenlog power of the Son of God, wbo is tbe re- 
eurrectioii and the life. Tbis iseiiperimental reli- 
gion, which is pure and undetilpd, to visit the father- 
lesft &nd the widow in their alBii'tioii. and to keep 
ourwlves unspotted from tbe world. This is a god- 
t]r religion, that takes the spots out of a man's gar- 
ment, and out of his bearl, and that is a furnace to 
Kfioe us, and pui'ge away our dross ; that is as ful- 
kts soap, to wash out all our spots. If our spots are 
taken away, this will reRtore our hearts to God, and 
render Ibem fit to be his living temples. Receive 
Christ into your hearts, and he will purge away yout 
dross and reprobate silver, and make you more pure 
than the gold of Opbir. They tbat live the life tbey 
Utb here by tlie faith of the San of God, they live 
B pure and heavenly life ; the men of this world live 
none of this life ; they seem to receive Christ out- 
wardly, but they reject him inwardly. Tbe Jews were 
cut off, because they would not receive Christ out- 
wardly ; then the axe was laid to the root of the tree, 
and they were cut down as trees that cumber the 
ground, and became a desolate people for their dis- 
obedience ; and they that would not receive Christ, 
tbey died in their sins; and our compassionate Re' 
deemer he lamented their miserable condition, and 
wept over them. Matt, xxiii. 37. Luke xix. 41,42. 
'O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, tbou tbat kiUest the 
prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto tbee ! 
now often would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathers her chickens under 
Eer wings, and ye would not ! and when he came 
near, he beheld the city and wept over it, saying, if 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace ! but 
now they are hid from thine eyes.' Thus they re- 
jected Christ the Eternal Son of God, and Light of 
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professors of truth may be possessors of it. Now j 
the way to this, is to receive the truth in the Xave I 
of it, and to lore the truth as it is in Jesus ; yea, J 
love it above all things in the world. Consider, mj 
friends, where are your hearts and affections this 
day ? Do you love God above all ? Do you love 
him with all your hearts, with all your souls, and 
with all your strength ? God will be served with 
the whole heart, 'My son, give me thine heart. 
Examine now, whether God hath your hearts this 
day ; 1 exhort and beseech you all to give up your 
hearts to God, give the crown and diadem to him; 
let him be your L^rd, and lawgiver, and king, and 
be will save you ; be will be a sun and a shield un- 
to you, he wdl supply you with all good, and defend 
you from all evil ; you shall have refreshmeiit from 
the presence of the Lord this day, if you appear 
before him in a holy and humble frame and dispo- 
sition, which is acceptable to him. The Lord will 
overshadow you with the wing of his love, and he 
%vill (ill the hungry with good things, and the i 
rich he will send empty away. The Lord is this J 
day breaking the bread of life, and will give it to 1 
those that come with a spiritual Etppetite : and here ] 
is a spring opened of living waters, for refreshii^ 
of thirsty souls that cannot be satisfied without the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that can have no true cod- 
- tent, joy or pleasure, without the enjoyment of God. 
This hath been the slay of our minds when we 
have been in great tribulation, when the floods of 
many waters have been ready to overwhelm us. 
We are a people that have had abundant experi- 
ence of God's mighty power in our preservation 
and deliverance, blessed he the name of the Lord, 
whose almighty arm hath brought salvation. 

Friends, it is the desire of my soul, that you maj 

all he Christians indeed, Israelites indeid, (liu 

IVatbnniei) in whom there is no gi\\e •. That in all  

-our gaiher'r.gs you may be galuen;6,tto\ v^ ««»,1 
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VAcd in m}' ways ; I would have fed them with 
the finest of the wheat, and with honey out of the 
(ock, Bhouk) 1 have satisfied them.' 

0, my Friend?, it is a dangerous thing for a peo- 
ple that are enlightened by the Spirit of God, to 
trifle away their precious time and seasons of mer- 
ty, the day of grace and salvation ; 1 therefore, 
Work while it is day, for the night cometh wherein 
(here is no working ; let us be faithful and tuin our . 
eyes to the light, and walk in it, and live in obe- 
dience lo it : God hath been present with us (tny 
Aieiids) in the tribulations, temptations, and amic- 
ttons that have attended us, when we have been rea- 
"y to say, as Uavid, 1 shall one day fall by the hands 
®r Saul, and the enemy will prevail over ua ; but 
^od hath wonderfully saved and delivered us, and 
''ath been a shield, and buckler, and a strong tower 
J« us, and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
'and. Let nothing be found alive in us that 
*wuld divert ua, or draw us away from God, who 
*lone can satisfy us, and give us the desire of our 
lieeirts. If we delight ourselves in Him, let us say 
Onto God, ' O Lord, thou art my portion ; vvhuni 
lave I- in Heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
fesrih that I desire besides thee.' Let us make war 
against every thing that is contrary to God's boly 
nature and will, and abstain from all Bthine^s of 
fiesfa and spirit, and from all appearance of evil. 

Have a care that your adversary the devil, does 
not prevail over you, be not ignorant of his devices ; 
lie goes about continually like a roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom be may devour. 

When the devil assaulted our Saviour in Peter, 
be said, ' get thee behind me satan, thou savourest 
not the thmgs that be of God.' Examine and try 
yourselves, whether you have a divine taste and 
relish, and savour the things of the Spirit ? when the 

II pwent-s any alluring or chatm\n^ Xewv^wwra., 
Mce you from your dulv lo Goi ot '^qvm tvw^- 
; : 
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the world : so those that reject the testimony of-thft 
ministers ofCbiist that speak to them in Christ's 
name, they reject Christ hlinsulf: though Christ 
speaks not now l>> you immediately in his own per- 
son, yet he speaks to you instrumental ly ; and it you 
reject the testimony ttiat we bring, when we preach 
Cliiist to ynu, you reject Christ as Jerusaiem did : 
what was it that Jerusalem did reject ? they rejected 
the grace and spirit of Christ, they would not open 
the door of their hearts t» receive and entertain 
Christ in ihc day of their visitation : what did be- 
come of them ? their house was left unto them de-' 
solate. ' I called, (saith the Lord,) but they would 
not answer ; I uffered salvation to them, but they re- 
fused ; they would not in their day, know the things 
that belong to their peace, and now they are hidden 
from their eyes.' 

It is the desire of my eouI, that none of you may 

•Hear that voice in your consciences, the things that 

*Blong to thy peace are now hidden from ikine 

^ea; thou hast had many talents given to thee^ 

m thou hast not improved them : this is the coD- 

Bmnation, that light has come into the wotid, but 

lou hast loved darkness rather than light; tbtu 

ast had grace freely offered to thee, but thou ban 

refused it, turned from it, or turned it into waatoo- 

ness. 

The Lord hath given us many divine calls and vi- 
sitations, and hath promised to he our God, if we 
would be his people ; but after idl his kindness to 
us, lie justly complains, ' my people would none of 
nic ; I am the Lord thy God, (saitb he to the Ism- 
el of old,) that brought thee out of the land of Egypt; 
open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it, enlarge tny 
desires, and I will satisfy them ; but my people 
would not hearken to my voice, and Israel would 
none of me ; so 1 gave up them unto their own 
hearts' lust, and they walked in their own counselut i 
! that my people had hearkened uatu[ne,anit 
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Wanted in my ways ; I would have fed them with 
the finest t^fthe wheat, and with houejr out of the 
rock, should I have ^atiafied Uiein.' 

O, my Friends;, it is a dangerous thing fur a peo- 
ple that are enlightened by the Spirit of God, to 
trifle atvay their precious time and seasons of mer- 
cy, ihe day of grace and salvation; O! therefore, 
ffurk while it is day, for the night cumetb wherein 
there is no working ; let us be faithful and (urn our 
eyes to the light, and walk in it, and live in obe- 
dience to it : God hath been present with us (my 
friends) in the trihulations, temptations, and amic- 
tions that have attended us, when we have been rea- 
dy to say, as David, [ shall one day fall by the hands 
of Saul, and the enemy will piDvail over us ; but 
God hath wonderfully saved and delivered us, and 
hath been a shield, and buckler, and a strong tuwer 
to us, and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
laod. Let nulhing be found aliv« in us that 
would divert us, or draw us away from God, who 
alone can satisfy us, and give us the desire of our 
hearts. If we delight ourselves in Him, let us say 
unto God, ' O Ixtrd, thou art ray portion ; whom 
have 1' in Heaven but thee f and there is none upon 
earth that 1 desire besides thee.' Let us make war 
against every thing that is contrary to God's holy 
oature and will, and abstain from all Sithiness of 
Sesh and spirit, and from all appearance of evil. 

Have a care that your adversary the devil, does 
n<)t prevail over you, be not ignorant of his devices ; 
Tie goes about cuniinually like a roaring lion, seek- 
ine whom he may devour. 

When the devil assaulted our Saviour in Peter, 
he said, ' get Ihce behind me satan, thou savourest 
not the things that be of God.' Examine and try 
yourselves, whether you have a divine taste and 
relish, and savour ihe things of the Spirit ? when the 
devil presents any alluring or charming temptation, 
(o seduce you from your duty to God or your neigh- 
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Eire to be tnKde more ative unto God ; let the de- 
sire of your souls be to bim, and lo the rcruetn* 
brance of his name. Let no Delilah, no darliM 
£i[i, lodge in j'our bosoms lo draw away your beart^ 
' and the pidme and flower of your affections froof- 
Cbrist, who is the most worthy and supreuie objeot- 
of your love, and altogelfaer lovely, and the chiefeit' 
of ten thousands. Let nothing obstruct the vigoS 
ous motion of your souls after him. When hs, 
draws you with the cords of his love, do you ndli 
after him ; and let your affcclions be set on hio^ , 
and lixed on him, and he will fill you with joy an* 
speakahle and full of glory. 

My Fiiends, see that ye be a willing people, 
and a living people, Goa if not straitened towards 
us, let not us be straitened in our own bowels, and 
we shall feel bis almighty arm supporting of us, and 
his bountiful hand ciimmunicaling and reaching out * 
good things to us; we shall have refreshment Troii 
*die presence of tbe L/ord, and know that he is in 
the midst of us. He will 'justify us freely by bii 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jesus 
Christ; whom God hath set forth (u be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood, to declare hisrig^t' 
eousness for the remission of sins that are pftB^ 
through the forbearance of God ; lo declare, 1 say, 
fit this time his righteousness, that he might bejus^ 
^^ and tbe justifier of him which believelb in Jesus.* 
H My Friends, if we set out affections on thines a- 
^*- hove, and seek first the kingdom of God, and lbs 
""' ' tighteouaness thereof, all other things shall be arid* 
ed to us ; fur godliness is profitable to all tbings, 
having the promise of the life that now is, and oEtbat 
which is to come. Blessed are they that can wit- 
ness and experience a. work of God upon their souls, 
changing them and renewing them, in the spirit of- 
fbfj'r minds, and conforming lUem to the divine ira* 
age aad iciii, and putting; h\s (tM\n\o \\n;'\vVtwv 
that thft' may neyer depast ftomH\ni. ''SY* k^x^ 
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from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of liis power. 

You that are lovers of pleasures more than lovere 
ordod, thai love the vanilies of the woild, and the 
pleasures and pastimes of it, the supreme and riglit- 
cnus judge of the world will bid you drpart frum 
Win into evcilastin;^ fire, prepared for tlie devil and 
Ilia angels ; wherefore you that arc young, retiiein* 
bcryour Creator in yotir younger years; and give 
tip your hearts to Uod beiimes, and consider what 
tile wise man sailh after alt hia cxpcricnee of the 
pleasures and onjoymenls of this world, 'vanity uf 
*^at)itie9, all is vanity and vexation of spirit, lie- 
■nember now thy Creator in the day of thy youth, 
^vliJle thy evil days come not, nor the years dra-.v 
nSgh, when lliou sbalt say, I have no pleasure in 
^hem:' while thou art like while paper, let God 
*>^rite upon thee, before thou art blotted and stained 
'**^ilh the vanities and impure pleasures of lliis world; 
*fet aij high value on eaily piety, get an interest in 
dhrist Jesus, in your young and tender years, that 
^a of his fulness, you have received grace for grace, 
you may obey it in all manner of conversation ; for, 
Mfithout holiness no roan shall ever sec the Loni. 
Persevere in holiness to the end of your days, that 
you may receive the end of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls; O blessed arc they that take Christ 
iQ ail bis offices, for a King, Priest, and Prophet! 
for a King lo rule them with ibe sceptre of bis 

Sace, and to subdue their enemies by the might of 
s power; as a Priest, to make atonement for them, 
tad reconcile tbem to God, and save them from 
SID and from the wrath lo come; anil as a Prophet, 
to instruct and leach them, and make Ihem wise 
to salvation ; blessed are ihoy that receive ihe 
tnith in the love of it, and love the truth as it 

KIb in Jesus; there is no condemnation to them; 
1 .fit they walk not aAer the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
He they wait upon Ihe Lord, they renew their 
i^h ; ihej shall never be wea,T^ "a^ ■*(^A«iwi.%-i 
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sire 1o be made more alive unto God ; let the de- 
sire of your soults be to him, and to the renieiii' 
^' brance of his name. Let no Delilah, uo darling  
H^^ Bin, lodge in your bosoms to draw away your bearti^ J 
^^^P and the prime and flower of your afTections Irot^ 
^^B Christ, who is the most worthy and supreme abject 
^^K ol^ your love, and altogether lovely, and tbe cbiefest 
^^^^Of ten tliousands. Let nothing obstruct the vigoi^ 
^^^^ous motion of your souls after him. When lie 
^^K draws you with the eords of his love, do you rut 
Hp after him ; and let your affections be set on bin^ 
^F and fised on him, and he will fill younith joy an* 
" Bpeakable and full of glory. 

My Friends, see that, ye be a willing people^ 
and a living people, God" is not straitened tonards 
us, let not us be straitened in our own bowels, and 
we shall feel his almighty arm supporting of us, and 
bis bountiful hand communicating and reaching out 
good things to us ; we shall have refreshment from 
the presence of the Lord, and know that be is in 
the midst of us. He will 'justify us freely by bit 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jesut 
Christ ; whom God hath set forth to be a propitia* 
tion through faith in his blood, to declare bis right* 
eOusness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God ; to declare, 1 bbj, 
at this time his righteousness, that he might be just, 
^ ' ■and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
^H My Friends, if we set out alfections on things &- 
^^^ Iiove, and seek first the kingdom of God, and th^ 
Vlp^ighteousness thereof, all other things shall be add- 
ed to us ; fur godliness is profitable to all things, 
having the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come. Blessed are they that can wil* 
ness and experience a work of God upon their souls, 
changine them and renewing (hem, in the spirit of • 
tbr/r minds, and conforming them to the divme im^tt 
Bge and ivj//, and pulling his Cfcw.vm\o i^\e«V«w(Vit 
Oiai thfv may never depavt. I'mmKim. 'TVe Kwte^ \ 
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and dbbonour for liis name ; and have a holy am- 
bitiuQ to drink of his cup, and to be baptised with 
his baptism. We read, (Luke xx. 20.) that the 
iDOtber ofZebedee'g children came to Christ with 
her two sons, worshipping him and desiring a cer- 
tain thing of him, and he said unto her, ' What wilt 
thou?' She said unto him, ' Graiit ihat these my 
two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and 
Ihc other on thy left, in thy kingdom ; But Jesus 
answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are 
ye able to drink of the cup that I drink of.'' And 
to be baptised with the baptism that I am baptised 
with? Tbey say unto him, We arc able.' And 
gut Saviour said unto them, 'Ye shall drink indeed 
of my cup, and be baptised with the baptism that 
! am baptised with; but to sit on my right hand 
and on my left, is not mine to give ; but it shall be 
eiren to them, for whom it is prepared of my Fa- 
ther.' What is ihi^ baptism .'' It is self-denial, and 
taking up the cross of Christ ; and to be willing to 
part with all for his sake : To stand at a distance 
from the world, and to be weaned from the enjoy- 
ments of it, and to let Christ have the command 
and government of our hearts, wills, and affections. 
iViy Friends, let us so live, as we shall wish we 
bad dune, when we come to die. 2 Cor. v. 10, II, 
' For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, that every one may receive the thin^ 
done in his body, according to that which he hath 
ilone, whether it be good or bad,' Knowing there- 
fore the terror of the Lord, we pei'suade men : O 
blessed are they that turn from the evil of their 
ways, and so hear that their souls may live : ' Obe- 
dience is better than sacrifice ; and to hearken than 
the fat of rams.' Blessed are they that ponder 
and weigh, and consider what the Lord's prophets 
and messengers speak and declare unto them, that 
are found in a way of obedience, awA Xvit >mV» 
ivJiat they know, (key shall a.1 \v&\. \v% 6lO>«yi \&)»i 
6* 
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beads in peace ; ' For blessed are the diealM 
die in the Lord, lliey rest from their laboura^ i 
their works will follow them,' 

O Friends, come unto Christ that you may fai 
life, and have it abundantly: He is the living fo 
tain that God hath vouchsafed to open to ns, e 
the fuynlain of living water, for the refreshmenl 
thirsty soub ; and the bread that comes down fi 
heaven, for filling and satislying the hungry e< 
Blessed are tbey that know Christ to Be tl 
Shepherd, and hear his voice, and follow him, i 
will go before ihein as their light and leader, : 
give them etenial life. They shall receive ft 
him in this life food convenient ; he will m. 
them lie down in green pastures, and lead th 
by the still waters, and he will prepare a table 
fore them in the midst of their enemies, and sat 
them as with marrow and fatness, and make th 
triumph in his love and praise. Let us ti-avel 
in the path of life, in the ways of righteousn 
without fainting, and labour to answer the gi 
end of our creation, and the design of God's I 
in our redemption, and let us live as witnesses 
God in our own generation. But some may e 
What do we witness? I witness to God's ju 
ment for my sin, and to his mercy in forgiving 
sin, end to his good Spirit visiting my soul, i 
sanctifying me, and making me free from the 
cf sin and death ; and I witness {may a sine 
and humble soul say) a freedom and deliverai 
from the bondage of corruption, and power i 
victory over the world, and the flesh and the de 
* the grand enemy of my salvation. O that ] 
may all esperience these greal things in your c 
souls! Then Christ will say unto every one 
vou, ' Well done, good and faithful servant, tl 
nasi been faithful in a little, 1 will make thee n 
over much.' The joy of the Lord shall ( 
into thee, and thou shall hereafter ent« 
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jojr of thy Lord ; thou shalt then behold his face 
in righteousness, and be eternally satisfied with his 
likeness : ' In whose presence is fulness of joy, and 
at whose right hand are pleasures for evermore.' 
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pennon preached at Ike ^uuken' Mtellng-JJoi-^ 
Grace-Church-Street, hondon, January l^ 
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THE ItTc of man amJ woman is compared unt*^ 
a race ihat is to be run ; and unlo a post, (l)at mak^^ 
haste: And our daily experience confinns, wli^^ 
tile Holy Gliosl Iialli lively set forth and expresse**^' 
to us by the holy men of God in several ages anw ' 
ffenerationa. We are all of us that are here th^'- 
day, running our nalirral rare ; our time is speed " 
ing on, and we are every day a step nearer to XhtB 
grave. God requires, that we will every day draw 
nigh to him : Blessed arc all those, that aie every 
day a step nearer to God, as well aa a step nearer 
to the grave, and to eternity ! If you draw nigh 
to God he will draw nigh to you, and turn every 
one of you from your iniquities, and keep you from 
returning to folly. 

Friends, of ourselves we can do nothing, except 
the Lord be present with us, and strengthen and 
uphold us: Blessed are those, that live in an 
humble sense of their own insufficiency, and UC^ 
in a true poverty of spirit, and as the light of ©very* 
morning appears, ai'e wailing upon God, as a 
watchman wails for the morning. I say wail upon 
I, for the lifting up of the hght of m9 couutc- 
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joj of tby Lord ; thou shalt then behold his face 
in righteousness, and be eternally satisfied with his 
likeness : ' In whose presence is fulness of joy, and 
at whose right hand are pleasures for evermore.' 
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I End there is a running wliere ihey may obtain the 
Ci'own. ' Let us llierefore lay aside every weight, 
BikI the ain that duth easily beset us ; and run nitb 
patience that race that h set berore us; loolttng 
unto Jesijj, the Eiulhor and finisher of our faitli ; 
who forlhe joy thai was set before him, endured 
the cross, and despised the shame.' I>et us liitrt 
"■   "  - 



I an eye to Christ, the great Captain of our siiiWf 
" " of his " 



C 



tribulations, scofilngs, cruel mockings, reprotu^ 
buffi'lings, losses and crosses, ^nd persecutions, tlj» 
we have undergone in this world for Christ's siBlJ 



rUot), snd we shall be sensible of his living present; 
and feel his everlasting arms, to uphold us. If ns 
press forward, and strive to rnttr in at the strtigtlt 
gate, we shall receive the recompense of reittrff], 
after all our sufferings, afBicllons, novel'ly, troul' 
" I, cruel mocsi 
^ , . _ crosses, 90 

we have undergone ii 

O lei none of us be dejected or discouraged. 

wail fur the salvation of God. Take no ihout _ 

I ibr the morrow, let the morrow take thought iot 

yihe things of itself: Sufficient unto the day istbe 

evil thereof. Let your affections be set upotf 

things above, and not carried alier perishing thioj;^ 

r here below : When temptations do assault yeO 

' they shall not prevail; for you shall experieoci 

with the apostle Paul, that ' tbe grace of God wll 

be sufficient for yon.' Blessed be the name of thi 

Lord for ever, who hath engaged by promise t( 

support and fortify his people in the hour of temp 

taiion. While we live in this world, trials 90 

troubles, temptations and tribulatiuDs will 8lt«i| 

I us; we shall not be otit of the reach of them 

^^L this side ihe grave. 'Your adversary, the deVI 

^^B goes about like a roaring lion, continually seeku 

^^B whom he may devour; whom resist, being sleadfi 

^H in faith;' and you shall be able to quench all'l] 

^^^ fiery darts of the devil, and be more than congA 

^^H ors through Christ that hath loved you. 

^^^T ."hid wlwn you come to Uve New Jecusalcm, 

^^■^e strong city of God, yua s\«>\\ siv\^ wrn^ji 
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vand tbsDksgiving Co your grtat Deliverer, and 
salvalion for wans and bulwarks round about 
^uu, and triuinpli in bis praise, ivlio liaib dealt 
bouiilifully wiih jou, and by hia mighty arm liaih 
■tons wonderful lhii)};s for yuu, and remembered 
JBU in your low eslale; because liis mercy etidu- 
«i|i for ever- 
Such ivaa ihe inliileiity, rebellion, and iiigraUtude 
of Israel of old, wliile they were in the wilderness, 
'fed with quails and manna from heaven,' Psal. cv. 
t£, and supplied with water out of the rock, by a 
miraculuus providence, yet they murmured a^inst 
ite Lord, and they entered not into Ihe good land, 
decailse of their unbelief. Take heed of shutting 
yuurselvesoul of the celestial Canaan by your un- 
belief and disobedience. As in your natural race 
fill are every day one step nearer the grave, so in 
ynur spiritual race, be every day advancing in your ' 

progress towards a blessed eterniiy ; that when you 
Mine to die, ami leave this world, you may live 
eternally, and be for ever with the Lord. O live J 

I Qgwas an esperienced and concerned people, that ^ 

you may be of die number of the wise virgins, 
I who have oil in their lamps and in their vessels; -i 

V aad that you may in all approaches to God be found | 

^spiritual wo^^hippers, and offer up to him a pure * 

^ offering, that your prayers may be as incense and J 

I sweet odours, most acceptable to him through (he •>! 
, intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great ' 

I^diator^who is the king of saints. Submit to 
hnsceplte and government, as an obedient and i 

' willing iieople, that you may take sanctuary in his 
mighty name, who is called Jesus, the mighty Sa- 
viour, who will save his people from their sins and 
from the wraih to come. 

When you are concerned deeply about your 
l^iritual and eternal state, and cry out, ' What shall 
,i^t do to be saved.'" And when you are humbled 
---' afflicted fov your sins, he will Seal tenderly 







I 

I 



M UEAYENLY IIACI. 

^ilh ynti, and have cuinpassion on you: For 'be 
will not break thti bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flas :' He shall bring forth joiJgmeHt unto 
triilh. Bui many are slop! in the way, because 
iufigment halh not its perfect work. Tbejr w« 
■not yet humbled under the mighty hand of God, 
and will not bubiuit to the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
say obstinately * We will not have Ibis man to reign 

. over us.' But our Lord Jesus, the Lion of tne 
tribe of Judah, sailh concerning such, ' But those 
mine enemies, that will not (bat I should reign 
over iheut, bring hither, and slay ibem before me. 
Matt. six. 27. 

FViends, let us all be a willing people, wi 
^ take Christ for our Saviour and Sovereign, whoia 

our rightful Lord ; ' who died (saith the aposlle) 
and revived, and rose again, that be might be Lord 
both of the dead and living.' Let us live to Chrial, 

'Ihat died for us ; live to him here, and we shall live 
with bim for ever. Let our souls praise the Jjotd, 
and all that is within us bless bis holy name, that 
hatb sent bis Sun from heaven to seek and to s&re 
us [bat were lost, and to redeem us from all ini- 
quity, thai we might be a peculiar people ze^otit 
of good works. Blessed be God, who daily load* 
etb us wilb his benefits and blessings ! And blessed^ 
be Christ, our Redeemer, the Lord of life, wbo 
hatb invited us lo come to him, that we might have 

4ife ; that we may eat of the fruit of the tree of life, 

 whose leaves are for the healing of th(k nation^; 
>*Uiat we may sit under his shadow wilb great iS> 

$ght, and his fruit will be sweet unto oar tsste. 

■" r Lord Jesus will feed us with heavenly iiuHHlBt 

1 with honey out of the rock of our sail " 
md tbe true and living bread, that came dow 

Kaven : he will make us a ' feast of fat 
Kid with wine on tbe Ices well refined.' O rei 
^r tbe loving kindness of God, let it ever fae 
IRns your eyes, that you may viaWs. \vi Yi\% \.tM>^ 



the royal Psalmist speaks. And when the nieetine 
IS over, keep your watcb* ant) let not the spirit i^ 
the world, nor the prince of the power of the air, 
'Uiat rules in the children of disobedience, hinder 
Miegood seed (the word) froai taking root; and 
hringing forth fruit, that may abound to God's eter- 
nal glory and praise, and your everlasting console 
tion. 

O Friends, live for beaten and eternity, and 

)a,bour abundantly in the work of the Lord ; and 

you shall know to your joy and comfort, that your 

I labour shall not be in vain. Do you now follow 

your works while you live, and your works shall 

'ollow you when yon die. Rev. siii. 7. Blessed 

^Je the dead that die in the Lord, for they shall 

»"«st from their labours, and their works follow 

diem.' I would not have you think, that I put you 

*3pon any depending upon your ovm (best) works; 

f«r if we do any good work, it is by the help and 

^.ssistance of the Spirit of Christ, by whose power 

^lone we are enabled to do it. It is by the strength 

^nd power of Christ Jesua, in whom we believe; 

Vt ia by that strength and power, that we derive 

from him, that we are kept faithful to the death, 

I ^hat we may obtain the crown of life. It is by 

' '^lirist atone, the gre^t Captain of our salvation, 

^at we must conquer our spiritual enemies, resist 

"^be devil, and overcome the world, and be more 

than conquerors ; that persevering in holiness to 

the end of our days, we may say with the apostle 

Paul, when we come to die, ' 1 have fought a good 

6sht, 1 have Rnished my course, I have kept the 

/aith : Henceforth is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 

shall give me at that day ; and not to me only, but 

•■onlo all them also, that love bis appearing.' 

_. Therefore I beseech you all, to give all diligence, 

^Wo make your calling and election sure, and so run 

in youT heavenly race, as to press forward, towards 
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the mark of the high calling or God in Christ Je- 
sus, thai you may obtain life eternal. ' Th* grace 
of God, that bnngeth salvation, bath appeal to 
all men ; and God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth la 
him, should not perish but have everlasting life.' 
And the invitation is made to all : ' I^ook unto me, 
and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.' Salva- 
tion is offered to alt, and the means of obtainiog it, 
is by faith in Christ Jesus, the dear and blessed Son 
of God, who was born of the Virgin Mary, and 
took our nature, as the son of David and the seed 
of Abraham. As he tvas made man, he was a con- 
finable being ; but he is also both God and man, so 
be is infinite and eternal, God over all, blessed for 
ever! Come then to Christ, that you may have 
life and quickening vital influence from him, and 
of his fulness, receive grace for grace: Come to 
the blood of Jesus, that purifying lountain, to wash 
you from all your sins, and wipe off all your old 
scores. Christ is made not only wisdom and right- 
eousness, but sane titi cat ion and redemption to us : 
•We are justified freely by the grace of God) 
through the redemption, that is in Jesus Christi* 

' Walk in love (saith the apostle) as Christ also 
hath loved us, and given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelting savour. 
God offers salvation to us in Christ, the second 
Adam, who only can redeem us from that bondage 
»nd misery, which the first Adam by his fall and apos- 
tacy brought on all mankind. 

Christ IS the only Saviour of sinners, and the 
author of eternal salvation to a)I tbeui that believe 
in him and obey him. This is the generation of 
them that seek tne Lord, they believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who came from heaven to show them 
the way thither, and came to seek and save them. . 
that were lost. 'Lift up your heads, O ye gales^l 
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the J 



jm 



HKATENLT RACK. 16 

King of glory shall come in : Who 19 thb King of 
^orv f The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord 
luighty' in battle ;' the Lord Jesus Chiist, who is 
m^ty to save our souls, and to subdue all the ene- 
Qkies of our salvation. 

*Now unto him that hath lored us, and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and his Father, to 
whom be glory and dominion, for e?er and ever.* 
Amen. 
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IT was the btessed encouragement that our Lori 
fesus Christ gave to his disciples, and all hisrolloi^ 
ers (when he took on him the nature of man, an^ 
was made flesh, and dnelt amongst us) and lliereio ti 
all the sons and daughters ofmen, ivho should fullof 
faim through the many and great trihulations, and 
give up their names and hearts to him, to be wii 
ne^ses of his truth, and of that holy testimony whici 
he should communicate to them near his iarewell 
and a little before his being offered up, ' Let no) 
your bearh he troubled ; ye beHeve in God, believa 
also iu me : in my Father's bouse are znany mao- 
sious; if it were not so, I would have told you; I 
go to prepare a place for you, and I will come agati 
and receive you unto myself, that where I am, tneri 
you may be also ;' now my Friends, these mansidiH 
'■^ e tbe recompences of reward that are set ii 

w of the righteous, and promised of God bj 
pjcsiis. These many mansions are the inaiui 
uds, diversities of rewards, that refer lo thi 
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^«rsity of states, and conditions and persons, unto 
wlJorn these many mansions do belong. Asall ar« 
not: of the same stature and growth, neither are all 
™*se mansions of the same degree of glory and feli- 
•j^ty. There is one glory of the sun, another glory of 
|j*e moon, another glory of theslars; for one star 
dtfl'^rs from another star in glory ; yet all these 
st^^s shine with a lustre and glory, and th« least 
st%^ hath a beauty and cscellencv in it ; and ro the 
'^%st of these many mansions oath a marvellous 
^'S^il and glory in it. This refers to the state of 
*^ery man and woman here below. All membera 
4re not the hand, all are not the head, but every 
n>ember of the body hath its service, and will hare 
lis reward. This is that which did spring up in mjr 
^oul this morning, as I sat here among you Otbat 
all here present may become the living members of 
Christ Jcsits our blessed head, and live the life ihey 
live in the body, by the faith of the Son of Gou, 
He that made us, knows our frame ; He that crea- 
led us, and formed and fashioned us after his owa 
image, and gave us power and faculties to glorify 
'and serve him, that we may come to enjoy bim for 
ever, he requires of no man or woman more tbaa 
be hath given them power and ability to perform. 
J It coocernelh us all therefore to live in the exer- 
cise ofiliai divine gii^, and grace, and ability which 
our Lord Je^us Christ hath distributed and com* 
municated to every member of his body, that we 
may come to shine as stars in the Brinament of 
glory. We should do good in our several places 
and station", according to our <U;rerent powers aiid 
capacities. And as every member is by the circu- 
I lation of blood made useful and benelicial in the na- 

(tqral body, so the divine life and blood of the Sou of 
0»d circulates through his vrbole mystical body, 
aad reaches life to every living membbr. Here is 
\ oo obstruction through un faithful np'i?, or inordinate 
^HJbfe of the world, or any temptation from without 
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US, or corruption from within us. Here is a. free 
channel, here is an open passage for life and ^uick- 
eniae itiBuences from Christ our glorious head, to 
all his members. There is in Christ (in nbom the 
fulness of the god-head dwells bodily) a river whose 
isms make glad the city of God : a fountain to ^ 
_ iply and refresh the whole generation of the right- 
ms, that desire to be fouod in him, (as the ApoKle 
^eaks,) not having their o«t) righteousness, but 
clothed with the robe of bis righteousnesis. which is 
the garment of ealvation. Therefore wait this day, 
my dear friends, to have your hearts filled with 
the love and life of the Son of God, that you may 
appear with joy at his tribunal, where ail mankind _ 
must appear, and every one give an account of what i 
he hath done in the body, whether it be good or 
evil. Let every one of you be careful to live ac- 
cording to what you know, and improve the talents 
that God hath given'you, and you shal^ tind that in 
keeping his commandments, there is great rewKfd, 
and that God is good to Isiael. to ihem ihat are of 
a clean heart. Had not the Lord been on our side, 
may Israel say ; bad not the Lord been on our side' 
when men rose up against us, may we say, they had 
swallowed us up, and the temptations of the devil 
would have prevailed over us, and we had fallen long 
ago. It is not we that have stood firm in times of i 
trial and trouble, but it is the Lord that hath stood 
by us, and made us to stand : and the love of God 
to his people now, is as great as ever it was : bis 
arm is not shortened that it cannot save, nor his ear 
heavy that it cannot bear ; therefore travel on aod i 
(aint not, and you shall come with joy to the end of^ 
your journey, and you shall be satisfied with the fat- 
ness of God's bouse, and say with the Psalmist* 
' blessed are they that dwell iti thy bouse, they shall 
be still praising thee.' It is the faithful and sincere 
that shall dwell in the h'>useofthe Lord for ev«>, 
and enter into kis evfrlasting kingdom. O my 
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friends, live ss a people bowed down in lliepre- 
sence of tlie great and holy God, and walk humbly . ' 
Willi biin : be huaibJed under lus might}' linnd, and ■* 
you shall be exalted in due time. 

The God of lieaveri hath visited jour souls with ' 
bis divine power and grace, and given jiiu a refreab- 
Jug sense of bis love, that you may perceive and feel * 
a daily renewing of your strength. O wait upon the I 
J-ord for his divine power lo enable you In conquer ' 
the power of Satan, that you may go on conquer- i 
ing and to conquer, till you come to the New Jeru- ? 
Siuem, the city of God, and land of peace and rest. I 
beware of idolatry ! bow not down to the work of 
^oui- own hands : for though you may not be guilty of 
^ross idolatry, yet there is a secret, and more hidden 
idolatry, that too many are guilty of, who set their 
liearts and affection, on low and CHrthly things : this 
sticks but loo near to muny. Let the word of exhor- 
tation of the Apostle enter into your hearts; 'little 
children keep yourselves from idols.' Let this be the ' 
^^«r of your souls. Lord preserve and keep tne this day, 
^^^bry day, and to the end of my days, that I may " 
^^^E only be convinced of the truth, but really con- || 
^^Bffed to it, and walk in the truth and persevere 
^^Witrein to the end, that I may be saved. Kemem- , 
ber Lot's wife ; look not back to Sodnm : WBlk in 
the light as children of light, with your faces Zion- 
ward ; and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Te were sometime darkn<-ss, but now (saitli the J 
Apostle) ye are light in the I^oni ' O shine asstars 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. 
Shine in the beauties of holiness, and walk in the 
light of Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, who was 
^ven for a light to lighten the Gentilrs, and to be , 
the glory of his people Israel. He shall be the de- J 
aire of all nations ; the mighty Saviour, upon whnra ^ 
God hath laid help. Believe in him, cleave to ' 
-him. and follow him. and you shall be saved, both 
^U»m your sins, and from the wrath to come. ' God J 
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I (^th the Apostle John) in bJm is 

r ^jfa sE ail ; if we walk In ibe light as be i 
ligtit, tbro we shall have felluwsliip one <nith 
er. XTt! ;l>e blood of Jesus Christ his Son cle 
" iin ;' we know him to be the true' 
' I'tatioo ofGod, which staadelfa sure, i 
i^ind sure, in sturniy and tempestuous 
-^td are they ibaC buUii upoo this fouDda- 
liuu ahi^h Gvd hath laid. 

Blessed be Gud, wlucb hath opened your tyes, 
■sd siveu ;ou to see this ^ure tuuiidation, whit^ 
we ntHt huild all our fai>pts uf salvation upon : and 
not upon any o'ber ruuiMlaTion whatsuever. Not 
upoo meo's aits, and paiu. and liuui&n acquireuients. ^ 
O the atscaichabie riches of Christ 1 that we may, 
and are only tu covet and seek after ; then we sball 
inherit substance indeed,.aod may say of a truth, the 
l^tnj is good unto bis people ; He will satisfy them 
" 1» his l04-ing kindness, wbith is better than lifCj 
llsunound them with his almighty aim, and be 
\ Xhfta as the shadow of a great ruck in a 
/ Uml. Be not discouraged, notwiihstandiag 
lliinous and impetuous assaults of your spirituu^' 

mties; whf-n God is pleased to arise for jour 
_ .1, your enemies shall be scattered. ' In the world 
■4>ilh our Saviour) ye shall have trouble, but io 
Ml.; je shall baTe peace ; be of goivd cheer, I have 
oveicome the vvorld.' Our Lord Jesus Christ con- 
quered and triumphed over the world, and over prin- 
cipalities and powers, and death, and bell, and we 
shall overcome through him that hath loved ua ; Mg 
grace will be sufficient for us ; let us wail for bis 
salvaiion, aad in order to it, wait to koow, and tbea 
do^lil^ltt^d will, and so redeem our time, and 
Migence, that we may improve ouf ta- 
up our account with joy And then 
r doubts and fears, ne may say with 
l-art lh"U cast dt>wn, O my sout, and 
R {^qtueled wilhin me ? hope 
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God, for I sbdl yet jtraise him, for the belp of liis 
count enaocc-' God is pleased to exercise his peo- 
ple many times with divers troubles, (rials, andafflic- 
tions, to wean tbem from this ivoild, and from ao 
ioordinate love to tbe pleasures and enjoyment of 
it, ttiat their minds may not be drawn away by the 
things that are seen, which are temporal, from the 
things that arc not seen, which are eternal. Let 
lis take straight steps towards the glory that shall be 
reveaied ; that as every day we are a step nearer 
the grave, we may be also a sicp nearer to * 
blessed jlcrnity. It was the voice of Moses the 
man of Bod, and that which he had in charge from 
heaven concerning the children of Israel, m their 
march towards Canaan, say unto the people, go for- 
ward ; there is a good land before you ; a land 
flowing with milk and honey. The Lord was with 
them and wrought great things for them, and he hath 
also wrought great things fur us. Let us all press 
therefore forward towards the mark of the high cnll- 
ini; of God in Christ Jesus, till we come to that city 
that bath foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God ; and that kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
which God hath prepared fur them that love him. 
Othal every one of you, upon a serious examina- 
tion of yourselves, may find yourselves in a good 
state and condition towards God : travelling through 
the wilderness of this world, your eyes upon heaven. 
Let your prayers and strong cries be to the Lord for 
his help ; for we are not sufficient of ourselves for 
any good word or work. It is his almighty arm and 
power only that can enable us to overcome our 
spiritual enemies, and to work out our own salvation 
with fear and trembling; yea and to work in us, 
.both to wi!l and to do of his own good pleasure. 
And pray let us, with Muses, choose rather to suffer 
afflictions with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin fur a season : and lurn our backs 
this world, and the glory of it ; and live so, as 
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seeing him that is invisible. Let us follow tbeai, 
who, through faith and palience have inherited ibe 
promises. There are thousands of faithful witness* 
es gathered to their eternal rest; let us follow tba 
foot-steps of the flock; that little flock, fombicb, 
God hath prepared a kingdom. Take a prospect 
of heaven bj ihe eye of faith, in the light of Christ 
Jesus; and behold the glory of God shining upoa 
Tou in the face of Jesus Christ, Suffer not yoop 
hearts to cleave to this world, nor to any pleasure or 
enjoyment in it, that may be a snare ajid lempla- 
tation lo draw your minds and affeciions^^om the 
Giver to the gift. Live a self-denying life: keep 
your dominion, f ou that have it, over that whica 
hath dominion over you, and then you may say, thy 
kingdom is come, and thy will is done, on earth u 
it is in heaven. Then the power of sin shall be 
subdued in your souls, and the body of sin, and death 
shall foe destroyed ; and as you have bad cause to 
cry out, with the Aposlle, ' O wretched man that I 
ftin. who shall deliver me from the body of sin and 
death!' so each of you will be able to rejoice, and 
say with him, I thank God through Jesus Christ out 
Lord, ( am made free from the law of sin and dexth. 
And my friends, when the mountain of the LonTfl 
bouse shall be set a top of all the mountains, then 
sl\pll you rejoice and praise his holy name. 

O that the nations round about mi^ht come to 
the saving knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, which 
ia life eternal. O look for the appearance and man- 
ifestation of the Son of God in your hearts, then 
you will admire and adore the mercy, justice, holi- 
ness, goodness, patience, and long suffering of God, 
which will lead you to repentance, then you will C17 
out and say God is just, God is mercimi, God i« 
holy, and abundant in goorlness and truth ; He hath 
made us sensible of the riches of his goodness, and 
of his forbearance, patience, and long-suffering: I 
giiU bjam nfini pr»y bi» bo^, gwat Md "— ^ 
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Iic; and aay, ' wbom bave t in heaven but ihee i 
^ihere is noae upon eartli that I desire in com- 
son of lliee ; in thy favuiir is liie, aod tlij' loving 
lp!--= i^ better than life,' and thai which I esteem 
;!iin^ on the face oflhe earth. Orriends, 
.JiikTulto Gud for the maoifestatiajt of his 
''-'. -.ii:! iiitTcy tu j'ou ! 

Takt hued of an ungrateful spirit. Trust in the 
E^ord and he tvili deliver yon, and wound the hairy 
s<;alpofyouc enemies. IVIany have outlived their 
^uuthful greenness, and that tenderness they had 
,'^^hea God first awakened tliem to consider their 
^^ays, and to seek after him with their whole heart 
J remember, saith the i -ord by Jeremiah, the kind- 
^kess of thy youth, and the day of thy espousals.' 
^3od will remember you, if you remember his Iodine 
^Kindness, and have it ever before your eyes, ana 
"^walk in his truth. When there was nothing but dark- 
less in li^gypt, there was light in Gosben, ' we (sailh 
~Vihe ApuslH:) were sometimes darkness, but now uc 
^^e light in the Lord :' Let us walk as children of 
'Mhe light, and hale the works of darkness- 

We that are made living witnesses of the power, 
%uid wisdom, and goodness of God, let us sink down 
into self abasement, and humility, and we shall feel 
the living openings of the spirit of truth in our own 
hearts, and receive with meekness that ingrafted 
word, in which is light and life, that is able to save our 
souls; and submit to the authority of God therein ; 
and the word of Christ may dwell richly in us, and 
become the power of God to our salvation. 

'Now the God of peace which brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
sheplierd of his sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
Work, to do bis will; working m you that which is 
Well pleasing in his sight, to whom be glory, praise, 
[ and thanksgiving, who alone is worthy, who is God 
^^^&^ all, blessed for ever and ever.' Amen, 
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CHRISTIANITY. 

yl Sermon preached at the Qvnkers' Meefing'Hoiut, 
'. m Wheeiers-Sirtd, London. Jan. 27, 1694. 

BY WILLIAM PENN. 

THE great end for which God hath in 3,11 ages ^ 
I- vgenfrations visited the sons and daughters of ttitt^ 
Eath been to bring tlieDi home to bimstilf; to nupEp 
man and woman sensible of that duty which they 
owe to God, to theii neighbors and to themsei»esi 
And in order to effect this, great hath been God^ 
love, and manifuld bare been bis mercies : he b^ 
not taken man at his word, neither would he be pm 
off at once, twice, or thrice, but repeated havebeu' 
the visitations of God, and the calls of God in eveiT 
age and generation of the world, according to tbe 
Various administrations (hereof; yea, the I^ord hath 
waited to be good and gracious to mankind froa 
the beginning. 

And now, my Friends, we have not onty the testi- 
mony of the boly records of the scriptures of trulh^ 
but we have our own experience to esalt God's lofB 
by : we in our day, we mankind in our age and gene- 
ration ; we can say that God is good, we can sxy*\ 
that God is a long sofTtring God. and that God ' 
God of patience, and thai, be is* God of mei 
C anrf tliat he liatb wailed long lo Vie ^t^cwms Va 
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^^wwe had been cutoiriongago,and t^enout ofthe 
* ^%nd of the living, 1 would have all tLose ibal have 
P"*-«[ laid bold of ihe long suffering of God, but have 
'^^"lade light of it, not to do&o any longer, butihattha 
-* ^riQg-sufferingof God might lead them to reptnlance, 
"^•-lidbringsalvationtothem ; that they would lay hold | 

*^^^* f ihe time and bte^ed opporLunities which God giv* | 
^^ lb theni, and hearken lo the vote of the Cbarmer, I 

^^-Tldgiveearto ihe voice of God, ai d seek the Lord 'j 

'^■^'hilehemay be found, and callupoi; hin» while lie ii | 

"^^ ear to bear ihem, while be is near to help tliem, white J 

■-*e is near to save them. This is the experience we ' 

*^ave bad, the Lord hath visited us and touched us^ 
^^ad made us sensible of his love and kindness lo us, if 
* » his gathering of us ; and that be hath made ug i 

*nigh, that were afar off; and that those that are not i 
^3onvinced, maybe made sensible of tbeir sin ; and J 
"^hose that are convinced, may be converted ; and ' 
'^hoee that are converted, may persevere to the end, 
%iid receive the end of their laitb, the salvation of 4 
their souls, is our tt-avail. 

liet all that are really convinced of Ihe evil of i, 

their ways and doings, of their wantonness, worldli- I 
oesB, malice and bitterness, strife and envyings and I 

aoimosilies, and those things that the light of Christ ' 

in their own consciences condemn tliem fur; let all .i 

that «re in such a slate of conviction turn from that 
evil they are convinced of. 

But here is the sin, and misery, and ruin ofmaor i 

men and women, they flatter themselves into belt, 
with their false hopes of heaven : They hope to live 
' eternally happy by the death of Christ, and yet they 
will not leave one sin for the love of Christ; so that 
sin and death reign over them. They that will not 
mortify sin, and die to sin here, must die for liieir 
no9 hereafter. It is only unpardoned sin that will 
statcntt:n into perdition. Thejihatbave a mournful 
Sease of sin, and a true contritioti for it, they will 
^nble themselves under the mighty band of God, 
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who n-ill exalt them in due time. They bfeatM 
Ibith holy desires, and lift up tlieir hearts lu God. ni.i 
say, ' Lord, I aii> as clay in the harid^ of iht pottti 
O fa-^hioD and iibape me, that t may bf an hunuuii 
ble vessel in thy bouse, that I may be tit to gloril 
thee, and shew forth ihy praise :' ' Blessed are the 
that dwelt iu thy house, fur they will be slill praisifl 
thee;' they offer praise and glorify thee here for 
Bhoiltiine, anil thou wilt durify them to eternity 
God called Abraham, the father of the faithful, vu 
of Ills own land, a land of idolatry; be cbeyed tb* 
voice of God, went into a strange country and M 
lowed the Lord, not knowing wbitberhe went: Sc 
God calls the suns and daughters of men out oftfaf^ii 
sin and transgression, that they may come to a land 
that flows with milk atid boney ; that after all theit 
wearisome labours and travels, through the wilder 
cess of this world, they might come tosn everlastiiij 
rest, and obuin salvation for their immortal souh 
Tbey that come to be convinced of the evil of theil 
ways, and turn from them, that bitterly bewail theil 
sins, and lament and monrn for their iransgiessions 
and turn to the Lord with all their hearts; it may hi 
said concerning such, these have learned thai divini 
arithmetic, of numbering their days, and spplyi 
their hearts to true wisdom : I'hese are the persi 
that take heed to their ways, and turn their faei 
God's testimonies. They take more care, and I 
moic concerneti for their souls, than fur all the pe^ 
ishing things of this world. Such an one will say* 
my soul is more worth, than ten thousand worldst 
'What will it profit me to gain the whole world, and 
lose mine own soul.'' OrwbatshaJI I give in excltangl 
for my soul?' What is this world but an empty buoi 
ble, a shadow that flies away ? All its glittering proSti 
and charming pleasures, and delusory honours, ihi 
ajipear great to a camal eye, boiv quirkty d" 
vartish and disappear, and afford no true sali; ' 
1« then that admire them, and pursue afti 
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'Vanity of venilies (saitli the wisest of men] Vanity 
'Jrvfti)iiies, all is vanity, anil vexation of spinU' But 
Woildiy minded men, that set llieir hearts iTpon this 
World, tliey are not for these holy reflectinns; hut 
llie Imly convinced men and women, thai am toueli- 
'<! iviili a deep sense of Iheir mii^ery, and of tlii'ir 
OWft erring and straying, and wanilerinj^ from God's 
niily ways, tliat fear to sin and proviitte iLc Lord, and 
stir up lite indignation of llie Alini^Jily, they hwe lo 
'tfleci upon themselves, and tu consider their ways, 
»iid turn 10 the Lord, and lo set their faces Zi.in- 
Waril: I say (» all such persons, travel on, ihe Lord 
haih been gracious lo yoii, 

improve your precious time ! You know not 
lioiv few days yoti have ynt reniaininE; to run your 
Jreat race in. ' To day, while it is called to day, if 

fou will hear the voice of God, harden not your 
earls, as in lite provocation, in the day of tempta- 
tion in the wilderness.' Let none of you he careless 
and bluck, but let every one of you consider your lat- 
ter end, consider how far you have done the work of 
Oodandvvhelheryou have been workingout your own 
iBlvalion, with fear and irembltng, and give alt dili- 
gence lo make your calling and election sure ; that 
when you cmne to lay down your heads, it may be as 
conquerors that have foughtthegood fight, and over- 
Come the enemy of your souls. 

O Friends, we have a great and subtle enemy ; If 
v/e be secure, and keep not our watch, he will sur- 
prise Ui and overcome us ; hut if we resist him, and 
%ht against him. we shall overcome him, through 
Qirifit that hath loved us. 'O wretched man that i 
am, (sailh the Apostle) who shall deliver me ? I thank 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord ;' He will deli- 
ver me from this great Goliab, that hath led me cap- 
twe at his will. It is Christ that stands at the door 
«>f my heart and knocks, and bids me open to him 
will be my deliverer : It is he of whom, David 
I type, he will deliver me, and enable me lo 
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overcome that Goliab,tLat grandtoemy of mysou). 
I When the sons of Jesse came before Samuel, one of 
l^irliom Gud had appointed hitn lo anoint king over 
■flBTael, the Lord said to Samuel, ' Look not uD 

bis countenance, or on the height of his stature, be- 

[ «ause I have refused him ; for the Lord seetb not 

fi man seetb : for man lookeih on ihe outward ap- 

Searance, but the Lord luokelh on ibe heart : and 
esse, made seven of his sons lo pass before Samuel, 

I and he said to Jesse, tbe Lord hath not choseo 
Ifaese : then he sent and brought David, his youn^ 

I «Gt son, a keeper of sheep, and he-vras anoiftleil 

I king.' He was little in stature, and ruddy, and nitbtJ 
«r beautiful countenance and complexion ; yet was 
strong in heart, and of great courage ; of a wise and 
heavenly mind, that lived in the lear of the Xjord, 
aud also a man al\er God's own heart, When hs 
came to fight GoJiab, that monstrous giant, that de- 
fied the armies of the living God, king Saul armed 
young David with his own armour, and put an hel- 
met of brass upon his head, and abo put on hitn * 
teat of mail, and be girded bis sword upon his ar- 

\ mour. And David put tbem off him, and said to 
flaul, 1 cannot go with these, for [ have not proved 
tbem. David fights GoHah after his own manner, 
out of tlie road of the mighty, and of the great ones 
of the earth: 'he took only bis stalF in bis hand, 
dod chose him live smooth stones out of the brook, 
and put ihem in a shepherd's bag, and bis sling wu 
in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine: 
and when Guliah saw David, he despised him, far 
be was but a youth, and ruddy, and ofa fair counte- 
nance : then said David lo tbe Philistine, thou com- 
est to me with a sword and a spear, and with k 
shield ; but I come to tbee in tbe name of the Lord 
of hosts, whom thou bast defied ; this day will tbe 
Lord deliver thee into my band : and David pul 
liis band in his bag, and took ibence a stone And 
^lang it, and smote tbe Pbilisline iu tU« forclisu)) 
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«nd the stone sunk into bis forehead, and he fell 
Upon his face to the earlh ; so David prevailed 
Over Goliah, with a sling and a stone, anti smote 
oiin, and slew him ; but ibei'e was no swoi'd in llie " 
**and of David.' Thus he conquered that great 

fiaiil, though he was little and despised. So our 
-*ord Jesus Christ (of whom David was a type) 
^vhen he came into the world, lie was rejected and 
*l«spised of men; but notwithstanding, tnere were 
'^^any that beheld his glory, as the glory of the only 
**«eotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

- My Friends, it is Christ thatlialh conquered the 

**«vir, that Goliah and great enemy of our souls : he 

^atjl spoiled principahtiesand powers, and overcome 

*i«8lh, and hell, and all the powers ofdarkness : wd 

^■4so <^tBin the victory and are made more than con- 

^Jxierors, through the Lord Jesus Christ, the great 

^-^aptain of our salvation. We are a people of his 

^ filing up : it is not by strength and hiiman wisdom, 

*-^ «t by aria and parts, and academical acquirements ; 

^Kit by power and might ; but by the Spirit of the 

"•^ord, that we are enabled to overcome the enemies 

^^*f our salvation, sin, hell, and the grave, and to Iri- 

^-*iDph in the power of God, and sing llie song of Mo- 

^«s, and the song of the Lamb, a song ofdelive- 

^^wice. But before we come to sinf^ this song of 

^\foses, there must be first a mourning slate, aa 

■**umbiing of ourselves, and a bowing down before 

•-lie Lord ; we must say with the returning prodigal, , 

^ Father. I have sinned against heaven, and before 

<.hee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son :* ^ 

^nd we may saj;, as the centurion, ' Lord I am not 

Worthy that thou shouldst come under my roof.' j 

The power of divine truth must lay u9 low, and sink 

119 into a deep humility ; they that come not to bear 

the voice of judgment, can never enjoy mercy of 

- ofGoc" -"-'- 



 g I ibe Lord, nor know the working of God upon their 
^' souls eOectually to salvation. Yet he will not break 
!^ ; the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking Sax, till 
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juifgment break fortl: into victory. Where jtiitg- 
nif-ril bath nol victory, nui palifncp its perfecl wotki 
pciiple will nut be patient, under Gotl's judgmeiiN 
But ' ZinD must be redeemed with judgnienl, and | 
her cutivtrtM with righteousness. This is promised 
to the citizens of Zion, and JerusaJera sbnll be the 
praise of ilie whole earth Tben they shall eiog 
the songof iMoses and of the Lamb, a song ot" deliv- 
erance and redtnipiion. The Apostle Paul eung 
fht9 sung, after he was sensible of his mUerahle 
itate. ' O wretched man that i ani ! Who tiball 
delivertiiefioni the body of this death! I thank God, 
ttirougfa Jesus Christ our Lord. There is tberefnn 
How no condemnation to them that are in Chmt 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
"Spirit : For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
9psus, hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death.' 

All are in a condemned stale out of ('brist ; but 
t''*hen once in Christ, there are new thoughts, new ' 
ryrfesires, and new will and afectiuns. Then we 
^^hall shake off every weight and burden, and the | 
tio that doth so easily beset us, and run with pa- 
tience the race that is before us, and deny ourselves, 
and take up the cross of Christ, and follow bim, 
and learn of hiro a holy rosignation to the will of 
eur heavenly Father; and say »ith him, ' Not my 
will but thy will be done.' Thus God gathered a 
' people in the beginning, and thus he reachelh p«o* 
' pie now, and is gathering a people to this day. 

Blessed are they that live and walk according tft 
fbe ministration of the grace of God in their hearts, 
and that come, bj Christ, to be made free from the 
Jaw of sin and death. It is Cbrisl alcn^- that gi»- 
«tb grace and truth in the inward parlF^. to make DS 
free ; and that givelb us power against the eiit-my t 
And though the divil our eremy be too mightv'fnr t 
IIS, be is not loo mighty for Cluwt, who is mighiy J 
—  fc B»re, uid lo save t« \h« ttWniawsv \MQ^>^'iudl* 
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jomeunio God by him Our Lord Jesua foiltd 
■%h<; enemy in all his assaults, aad conquered him by 
liis divine power, even then when he ' was led of the 
"Suifit into the ivilderneiis In be lempted ul the de- 
Til.' Tlie tempter kntw he was hungry, he knew 
lie waDlt:d sustenance : ' If ihuu be (he San uf God, 
(said he,^ command that these Ktunes be made 
bread.' But he answered and iaid, 'It is writicn, 
man livet,b not by bread only, but by every wirrd 
that proceedtlh out of the mouth of Gud.' Then 
be attacks him, and ' takelh bim up into the holy 
city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the ttmple, 
and saith unto him, If thou be the Son uf God, 
cast thyself down, for it is written he shall give his 
angels charge concerning thee, If si at any llmt tliuu 
ebouldst dash thy foot sgaint a stone. And Jes^s i 
said unto him, It is writteu asain, Thou shalt not 
tcrnpt the Lord thy G<jd ' Then again the devil 
assaulted bim, ' and takelh him up into an eicceed- 
ing high mountain, and shewed him all the king- 
dams of the world, and the glory of them, and 
Uttb unto him, All these things will 1 give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith 
Jesus unto him. Get thee behind me, aaian ; for it 
is written, Tbou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve.' Thus our blessed 
Lord overcame the devil, and vanquished him in 
»ll his assaults and temptations. 'Then the devil 
leaveth him, and behold angels came and minister- 
ed unto him.' 

This is an emblem of what Christ will do for all 
bis followers, that open the door of their hearts to 
bim : He will enable them to overcome the devil 
when he dues attack them ; and tn conquer that 
enemy that hath sometimes overcome them. He 
will put upon them the whole armour of Gud, and 
tb'^y ■^hall be able to stand in the evil daj, having 
tlieir loins girt about with truth, and liaving on ll e 
, -jKeasl-plate uCiiahUauaftesyaml.baviMg the shitid 
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Ivf Faith, wbereirith they ^liall be able to quench tS 
tte fieiy darts of tlie wicked ; and liie helmet i>f 
mlvaLion, and ibe sword of the Spirit, which is the" 
Word of God ' Praj^ always, with all prayer ai«4j 
Mipplication in ihe Spirit, ualching thereunto, wUl» 
all perseverance.' Our Lord Jesus Christ u ill pre-i 
Mrve his people under bis paviHon, and cover tbein^ 
under Ihe shadow of his wings ^'H those that make*, 
their applications to hira, and obey him, apd submitiii 
to him, when he reproves them for sin. If thejT' 
turn from their evil ways, ihey shall know his pow-a 
er that overcomelb the world, and all ibe powers^ 
of darkness, and obtain salvation frnm sin, and\ 
fiom the wrath to come. Tai^e away Ihe causs^' 
and the effect cea^elh : Can you hope to escaped 
Ibe wrath of God, while sin, that is the cause, r«aii 
mains .^ This is as great a contradiction as ihelJ 

» doctrine of transubstanliaiion, that a thing is, and<' 
^ not, at the same time. O that pfople would 
Dome to be wise, aud in this their day consider tbe 
flings thai belong to their eternal peace, beibro 
MfiV are hid from their eyes ! 
God hathgiren Christ to be a Redeemer to us,- 
to finish transgression, and make an end of sin, 
and bring in eveilasiing righteousness ; and behold 
Christ stands at ihc door and knocks; if you np^r^ 
Ihe door of your heai Is and let bim in, he will bintf>^ 
the strong man, and spoil him of his goods, and 
cast him out, and take possession for himself. Mj 
Friends ! you that have heard the call of God, «ua 
obeyed the voice of your Maker, and known the 
operation of his divine hand : you that have known 
work of conviction and conversion, and do 
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persevere to the end, happy are ye. You do not 



:now how soon God may call you. The time past 

Is gone, only the present time is yours. Now is tbe 

;cepte(l lime, now is the day of salvation, let nooe 

vden their hearts, now is the time wherejn we 

to act for eternity. Now we have time and « 
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•(•|*ortunity, for the saving of our souls; we are 
shortly to go out ot tbis world, and the Lord will 
**-U us to an account for our time, and all the ta- 
lents which he hath given to us. O that we may^o 
HVe as to give up our account with joy ! It is the 
"lesire of my soul that all the opportunities and 
*Casons of grace we now cnjoj, may bring us near- 
•i" to God, and bring us to a better frame of spirit j 
lliai we may acquaint ourselves with God, and be 
*t peace. Thus saith the Lord by the prophet. 
Tour iniquities' have separated between you and 
>our God, and your sins have hid his face from you.' 
-As men come to turn from their sins, and from the 
«ril of their ways and doings, they shall come to 
Itnow the mystery of God's salvation revealed to 
(hem. 'The secret of the Lord is with ihem that 
fear him, and be will shew them his covenant.' O 
keep yourselves from iniquity, and say when a 
temptation presents itself, ' How tan 1 do this 
great wickedness and sin against God .'" Do not 
rush into sin, as a horse into the battle, with a bru- 
tish violence; not considering that death is before 
him. Do not indulge yourselves in any sin ; do 
not gratify your lusts, and passiuns, and appetites, 
but keep Ihcm under government. Be of a con- 
siderate heart and mind, having ihe fear of God be- 
fore your eyes, that you may say with the Psalmist, 
Psal. xvi. 8, ' I have set the Lord alivays before 
me, be is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.' 
The enemy shall not move me, nor hurl me, 
nor prevail against me ; he cannot ensnare 
me. If 1 set the Lord always before me, I 
shall not want power and abilily to resist the devil 
and overcome bim. Those that have set the 
Lord before them, be will be at their right hand, 
and tifty shall know and experience his preserving 
irm and power in the time of affliction and die- 
Iress, and losses, and crosses, and di^^appointmenls: 
* in the time of great calamities, God will be 
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Bftreseiit with Ills people; even in the night s< 
 Ae will sweetly refresh [hem, with the sense i 
Vve, and lift up the light of bU counit nance upon 
Stem. 

> 'Take therefore,' Fiiends, 'no thought fur tbe 
I .toiorrow, for the morrow shall take tliougbl for the 
I things of ilseir, sufficient unto the Hay is the evil 
i><tereor,' Matt. vi. 34, whether ihey be moral CTils, 
Tfir proviilcnlial evils ; the evils we do, or the evih 
lure SI life r ; the evils and sins we commit, or tbe 
Vevils thai God by his providential hand inflicts upon 
~is. Upon our reptntance God will gi-arluusly par- 
fen the one, and assist us by his graee to bcai' ibe 
Wtlier. God will help us by bis grace and f^pintU 
overcome ttioral evils, to deny ungodliiieea tin*l 
Worldly lusts and live soberly, lighleously, and goJ^.I 
]y in this present world, looking for the blessed" 
hope and glorious appearing of the great God )U>d 
Lvur Saviour Jl'sus Christ. \Vhat hope is that wliich 
lAe apostle there mentions? (Tit. ii. IS,) llisthe 
eppe of the glory of heaven and elerual happiness: 
ffhat we shall come to ' Mount Zlon, the city of lh« 
F living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innutne' 
^Snble company of angels, to the general asseniblf 
•nd church of the first born, who are nrillen in 
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and the sm- 
rits of just men made perfett, and to Jestis, tae 
Mediator of the nevv covenant, and to ihe blood of 
Sprinkling, which speaketh better things than the 
blood of Abel.' 

This world is but an inn, and we must not think 
to dwell here. We are travelling in the way ffi 
heaven, the undefded way ; and glory, iinmoitality) 
and etern;il blessedness arc our mark we aim 8t] 
the recompense of reward, and the eternal ihhenV 
ance. Christ the forerunner, thai shall be^e de-. 
aire of all nations, is gone before us, and we cannot 
Afi fotJii ivers of him, if we \«u.tti h\ ijtlde, envy, covel; 
^ ire oiustleun oiiaualo^Wi 



OF CHRI^TIAHITy. 95 

.._J lowly, and bow to ihe name ami authT'ity of 
•'''i.U^ ; lo subijiil to his sceplre and guvtiniuent. 
i-*t us walk in the way nf faolincss, buuiilitj', Belf- 
denial, and take up ihe cross, and be crucified with 
Christ, and glory iu the cross of Chrisl by wiiitli 
*»e are crucified to the wurld, and the ivoild lo uij 
*-*id then we walk in the way lliat leads lit hf avcn 
^nd glory; and look up to the things wbicli are 
lot seen, wLirh are eleriial. 

Dt-ar Friends, take heed of visitile things ; have 
% care that yuu stumble not on things beluw, iliat 
a.ff: temporal; but look up to the things that are 
invisible and eternal, and lay up lrea.sure above, 
^^litiKt a stormy day. There are many that huild 
Mpun a sandy foundati'm, and nut upon Christ, (be 
P' *«K;k of ages, tbe chief coiner stone. Such are 
liknned by our Saviour ii. a (oulibh man, nh. h 
^uilt his house upon the Siw', ind the rain descend- 
ed and ibe Hoods came, and Jhe winds blew and 
beat upon that house, and it fell, and great was Ide 
Jail of it. These were among the fooli-h virgin^ 
•tpy had lamps and made a proftsaion, bul a mete 
piufession will not do. The graces of the Spirit i.f 
of God, and the life of the Son of God, leads i« 
 iife of righteousness and holiness ; that is the oil 
of the lamp which they wanted. Ble^std are thty 
"lat have this oil in their lamps; they that have it 
••wt, let tliem make haste to buy beruro it be luo 
j^te, when time shall he no more. And you thrt 
^*Ve it, see that your lights continue to shine be- 
J^re men, and thereby glorify your heavenly Fa'h'T. 
*^ is the desire of every honest heailed Christian, 
^bat this light may shine and cover the nations, ac- 
*^urding to the prayer of the royal Psalmist, that 
*"icient servant of God, -Loid send forth thy ligljt 
*nd thy truth.' Where must this light ga forth ? 
■I mu^t shine forth of yoi-r hearts, and lives and 
'S'JnV'T-alions, that people may say concerning you, 
^iWt' ia with them, of a truth. O Friends, anawtt 
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e love and kindness of God, in tliU dtty of your 
J irisitation ! if ever God.appearcH in any age, he batli 
I Jiath eminently appeared in tbis ofuurs. He called, 
U snd qualified, and sent fortli to preach tbe everlasting 
t jgospel, a company of poor, unlearned, and iliite- 
■»te men, and he hath given them pimer, and they 
iave gone out in the name of tbe Lnrd ; without 
icadeintcal education, without logic and philoso- 
iby, arts and acquired pails, and they have decla* 
red tbe ivhole counsel of God. I wish that epery 
jne may know the day of their visitatton. They 
^at will not bow lo the mercy of God, shall bow to 
his judgments. Dost thou think, O man, that tlioB 
shalt escape the judgment of God, if thou deapiseat 
the riches of his goodness ? No ; God will render- 
to every man according to bis deeds : to tbein whol 
I by patient continuance in well doing, seek forglo- 
ly, and honour, and immortality, eternal life : but 
pnto them that ars contentious, that obey not the 
(ruth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and 
irratli. Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of ' 
pan that doth evii ; of the Jew first, and also of 
the Gentile. But glory, honour, and peace, to< 
fcvery man that worketh good ; to the Jew first, and i 
IIbo to the Gentile ; fur there is no respect of p*r- — 
bns with God. 
* When tbe Pharisees sent out men to ensnare and 
entrap our Lord Jesus Christ, they were astonished. 
at bis doctrine, and declared to those that sent; 
them, 'Never man spake like this man.' Re hsdJ 
reached their hearts and spoken to their conscien- 
ces. When our Saviour had declared himself t( 
be the bread of life to believers, John vi. 51, manj 
of tbe disciples departed from bim. ' 1 am tb( 
living bread which came down from heaven ; if an] 
man eat of this bread he shall live for ever: uk 
the bread that I will give him, is my flesh, which 
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^*ard saying, wbo can bear it ? As the living Pa- 

■^ lier halli sent me, and I live hy the Father, so he 

^.lal ealeth me even he shall live by me. It is the 

^Spirit that miickens, the flesh profits nothing. The 

"^^ords that I speak unto you, ihey are spirit and 

■^hey are life. From that time many of Lis disci- 

Jples went back, and walked no more with him. 

T'hen said Jesus unto the twelve, will ye also go 

^way ? And Simon Peter answered him. Lord, to 

^rhom shall we so ? Thou bast the words of eternal 

life ?' We did not want words, we wanted life. 

Thou bast living words, the words of eternal life 

^wetl with thee. ' In him is life, (saitb the Apostle 

John) and the life is the light of men.' And our 

Saviour says, Mark x- 29, * And every one that 

hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 

father, or mother, or >vire, or childivn, or lands, 

for my name's sake, shall receive an hundred fold, 

■and shall inherit everlasting life. Peter said unto 

him, Behold ;ve have left all and followed thee, 

what shall we have therefore ? And Jesus said unto 

them, Verily I say unto you, that ye which have 

followed me in the regeneration, when the Son of 

Man shall sit in the throne of hi!< glory, ye also 

shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 

tribes of Israel.' I have sometimes told you, that 

man's travel in (his world is like Jacob's ladder; 

we ought to ascend every day one step towards 

heaven: Every day is a step towards our latter 

end, and towards the grave ; let then every day be 

a step towards God and heaven. 

O you young ones! it is my heart's desire and 
prayer, that you may be saved in the great day of 
the Lord Jesus; that you may now have an holy 
tenderness and brokenne^s of heart, and that you 
may receive the truth in the love of it; and lore 
■the truth as it is in Jesus, and serve ttie Lord ia 
^ ■yau r generation. It is not the faith of your parents 
^■^■Ml save you, nor will their well-doing recoiumend 
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rou to God, You must walk in the same path oP 
Bfe, and take up jour cross also, and follow Christ^^ 
itid then God will lake delight in you, and conse" 
f'Srale you vessels of honour in his tiuus^; and jo\ 
\iiba\\ declare and tell of the goodness and lovini 
t kindness of God, and of his wondeiful works, ti 
I (he generations that arc to come after, when ^ou 
J parents' heads are laid in tbe grave. 
Bj O you young ones ! 1 tell you once more, it i. 
\^y hearty desire and prayer to God for you, Ih&C 
■ijre may be followers of them who through faith and 
tatience do inherit the prumises; that you may re- 
Kive the end of your failh, the salvatlou of yuur 
^iouls. 

1 speak to you all, that make a professtoa of (be 
truth as it is in Jesus. Let all that converse with 
you behold your holy walking, be witnesses ufyour 
watchfulness and tenderness, and observe with what 
a holy fear, and awe, and reverence of God, jou 
carry yourselves ; that their consciences may wit- 
Dess for you and say, Well, these people ai*e sueli 
truly feai the Lord, and have religion not only 
their mouths, but at their very hearts: Ti)es« 
[> Christians indeed, Israelites indeed, in wbqin 
(ere is no guile. This, Friends, is the way to ap- 
-ove yourselves to God and men, and lu your otni 
inBciences. God will then bless you in your li-adeii 
id callings, and in your basket and store, whea 
you do all you do in the name of Christ, and to 
the praise and glory of the eternal and ever-blesaed 
God. 
^ O my Friends, have a care that none out-live 
'lat lender state that God brought ihfm into in 
e beginning, but lei every one of you stand fast 
, tbe liberty wherewith Christ hath m ade you free : _ 
speak both to you and your children ; slanil faxttj 
in this liberty: 'If ye be circumcised, (baitb ibt^ 
apostle,] Cfhrist shall prolit you oolhtng.' 8a 
1 say to you, if ye gd back again to the spirit 
"' tbe world, and be conformed to the world!. 
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Ghnst shall profrt you nothing. Let none look 
back, as Lot's wife di<i. lest tbej a]so become a 
standing inonunient of God's judgments. O take 
heed of ibe accursed thing, the lusts of your own 
hearts, these enemies of your own peace, that 
would not that Christ should reign over you ; 
'Bring them fuith, (saith Christ,} and slay them 
before me.' 

Blessed be the Lord, that hath gicen us the 
liberty that we see this day : God is pleased to 
renew his mercies every day, from one season and 
opportunity to another. 

It is the most ardent desire of my soul, and I 
earnestly beseech the Lord, that you may all here 

B'esent feel and enjoy the blessing of our great 
igh Pciest before you go. O you that know the 
Lord Christ Jesus to be your high priest, come and 
be annuinted of him. The ointment that was on 
Aaron's head ran down to the skirts of his garments. 
O bring your lamps to Christ your blessed high 
priest, and he will give you oil to fill them : Yea, 
he will sprinkle you with his blood, and bring you 
into the holy of holies. He is a good Shepherd, 
that will feed you, and bring you into green pas- 
tures ; and when you are filled and 8atis6ed with 
^e fatness of his house, he will mabe you drink of 
ttie rivers of his pleasures, and bring you to the fold 
of eternal rest. But to the wicked he will say, 
'Depart ye cursed:' here is no room for you in 
these mansions of glory. He will cast tbem into 
utter darkness, 

O my Friends, let your souls bless the Lord, and 
all that is wiihin you praise hia holy name. Let 
your hearts and tongues extol and magnify him; 
and let your lips and lives show forth his praise ; 
and say with the Psalmist, ' Holiness becomes thy 
bouse, O God, for ever.' 1 will adore and worship 
"Uiee in the beauties of bolioess, with the lowest 
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bumility, and highest admiration: For thoa ar* 
worthy of all honour, glory, praise, dominion anc==j 
thanksgiving, who art God over all, blessed for eve -^^ 
and ever. Amen. 
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TWO MADE ONE^ 

OR, 

rrHE HAPPINESS OF MARRY- 
ING IN THE LORD. 

*^ Sermon preached at the Quakers^ Meeting- House, 
in Devonshire- House J London, October 3, 16949 
at a Wedding* 

BY WliXIAM PENN. 

IT becomes the sods and daughters of men to 
liave a sense of their duty, that is incumbent on 
them, to the great God of heaven and earth ; and 
the duty we owe to God, is to do all things to the 
praise and glory of his holy name. And happy 
were it for mankind if they were duly sensible of 
their duty and obligation to their sovereign Lord 
and Maker ; and did' set the Lord always before 
their eyes, and acknowledge him in all their ways, 
that he might direct their paths. It greatly con- 
cerns us to have an eye to the great obligation we 
lie under to him) who is our God and faithful Crea- 
tor, that by his almighty power made us, and by 
bis good providence hath preserved us, in the land 
of the living,, to this day ; to whom we are deeply 
indebted, both for our being and well-being. 

They .that have a sense hereof upon their souls 
and spirits, they will take heed not to offend him, 
for the fear of the Lord is planted in their hearts. 
This is true religion, the fear of God, which teacbefi 
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felt God, sliall not only have present peace, but 
future and everlasting cumforl. Let us nil endea- 
vour to be purifying nur minds, wills and aflections, 
that we may enter into a buly covenant iviih Gtid, 
into a heavenly marringp and league ivilli him. 
They ihat are joined unto the Lord are one Spirit. 
As we come under the teaeliings of Gml, we shall 
be united in our lote and affections to him, and de- 
liglit -uurselves in the L-ord, who only can give us 
the desires of our heartE. The world passcih away, 
and the lustre and glory of it, and all the visihie 
relations ami capacities we stand in. Let us then 
ase (be world as if we used it not ; and let tin ni 
that have wives be as if they had none, (as saiih 
the apostle) for the fashion of this world passeth 
away. There is a time to live and a time lo die ; 
and as sure as we die, we must be judged. Let 
every one of us endeavour so lo live, that we may 

Eve up our account with joy, and not wilt grief. 
Bt the fear of the Lord possess your hearts, which 
is the beginning of wisdom. When men aiid wo- 
men duluat which is pleasing to God, and live in 
the fear of God, and eschew evil, and do good, 
they, in so doing, promote their chiefest interest. 
The Lord takes pleasure in ihem that fear him : 
his aalvalioD is cigh unto them that in tnith call upon 
hia name. We see God's visible care over all the 
works of his hand^. Here in this world, his good- 
ness is extended to all, both good and bad ; he ie 
kind to the unthankful ; he causetb the sun to rise 
on the evil, and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the jusi and on the unjust ; but in the other world 
there is no shining of the Sun of righteousneS'* upon 
the wicked and ungodly; no comforts of the Holy 
Ghost, no manifestaliuns of love vouchsafed to 
them ; but there is a revelation of wrath, and ihe 
fiery indignation of the Almighty. 

JFor the very prayers of the wicked are an abonii- 
^ and because they love the woilU more thui 
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Goii, finil esleem il more than heaven, tiiey sbaM 1^ 
never enter into il. 

Bui, my Fciends, seek ye llie kingdom of God,^ J 
snil the I igbteousncs^ thereuf. in tbe first place, miM~ 
fulluw peace with all men, and bnline^s, williouV 
which no niao sliall see the Lord. Those perstu 
that so do, have a solid fnundatiun, tbey have i 
sure bottom that tliey can !<laiid upun ; ibey can 
look death and cteinity in the face, upon this hot — -^ 
torn, when ibey believe in Uif l<ord Jesus with alF ^ 
their heai'tB, and shew forth all his virtues in iheiH 
lives; having ihe promises assured lo llicm, 1 Cot-'^ 
7. 1.  That Gud will dwtlL with them, nnd wbIU u 
them, and he iheir God, and they shall he hiii [>w 
pie. And I will be a Father iioto you. and ye sbaltL-*JJ 
be Bons and daiighlerE, ijuilh the Lord Aliiiif^hly. — • 

Having therefore Iht-so proiuiees, f«iiith ihu Apus ^^~ 

tie) 'let us cleanse ourselves from all fiUhitiessol ilic^ '- 
fteah and the spirit, perf<;L'tinj; holiness in the Its^ -■' 
of God.' Now unto such, 'To live ia Christ, anit— *d 
to die is gaiu.' They live iu holiness aod puiilji. " 
through the ganctibcalionorthe spirit, and belief ot 
the truth, as il is in Jesus, being regenerated aD(£^ 
burn again, and ihrrrvby made meet to enter iittcc^ 
the kingdom of God. It was sin that fn'St brougbW 
down man, from glory to shame ; Christ came duwtX^ 
from heaven and glory, that he might bring man nut^ 
of sin and shame lo glory again ; which by stn be^ 
had lost and forfeited- Our Saviour said unto Nico— ' 
demus, 'Verily, verily, I say unlo thee, except a^ 
man he born uf water, and of ihe spirit, he cannot;^ 
enter inio (he kiogriom uf God. That which i^^ 
born of the Hesh h Qesh, and that which U born ufthe^*! 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto lbee,ye^=' 
must be hoin again ; the wind hloweth where it Ust"' 
eth, and thou liearesi the sound thereof, but cannot? 
tell whence il Cometh and whillier it gnetb, so ic 
every one that is burn of the Spirit Nicodemus m- 
)d and said uiitv him, how can theae things b« f 
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— _. led and said unto him, art ihoti & ^.„^ 

Sf fsrael, and knowest not ihese things r* art tfaa| 
i udge, and a law-giver, and not skilled in ihe t' 
trine ol regeneration ? man being fallen from C ,,^_ 
K.bere is no coming lo God again wiihout Christ, 
nod without coming froQi ih&t which sepaiated him 
IroiD the Lord. 

God made all good, and man made all bad. 
<]hrist came into the world to make ait good again. 
<;hrist died for all ; but they only have the benefit 
«f bis death to salvation, that die to their sins. For 
mn will slill live against them, for all Christ's death, 
ihat live in sin and not in Christ. Friends, 1 desire 
that ^ou may all come to a sense of your spiritual 
coaditioD ; the Lord is pleased to follow us with his 
mercies, and with many spiritual favours, and blesa- 
ings: God is the fountain of all good, from whence 
Comes every good and perfect gift ; wilh whom is no 
variableness, nor shadow of turning; whom lo know 
is life eternal ; let us live suitably, be sensible of his 
mercies, and be fixed in our obedience ; for it is the 
obedient that eat the good of the land. Before the 
deluge caoie upon the old world, God sent his Spi- 
rit, to strive with them, to bring them to repentance. 
And this is our testimony, J John i. 2. 3, 'That 
nhich was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, w hich we 
have looked upon, and our hands have bandied, of 
the word of life; that which we have seen and 
beard, declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us ; and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jmuh Christ.' This is 
a time wherein we are to work nut our own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling and In give all dili- 
fenee to make our calling and tlrction sure. Wi 
ave now a call to repcniaiice. anil if we fBitlifulij 
ftnswer that call, we need not fear a call li 
men! ; but we m^v. each nf us say, wilh the 
Jle, 'I have fought a guod fight, I havu &&iush«i 
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course, I have k^pt ibe faith ; liencefoHh Ihere'^B-* 
laid up forme a crown of righteousness, whiuh llie 
Lord llie rigbleous Judge shall give me al tltfit dhy%^ 
and not to me only, but unto all theui also that love ^ 
his appearing.' 

Every one that cornetb to God's holy Spirit, lam 
he led by it, He will lead them into a'll truth : i9 
the Spirit of Christ dwell not in you, ye are none o3 
bis. If we have the spirit of mceknegs, palieiic«,M 
humilily, charity, and kindness, by these rirtue^ 
and qualifications of Chria's working in us, we antf 
brought into a near relation to Chrisl, who k tJi<^ 
only begotten of the Father, full uf grace and tnilh.. 
He is by nature the Son of God, and by participa- 
tion of bis nature, and adoption, we became God'^ 
children too ; and by the operation of ihe Holy"i 
Ghost, they that are born of the Spirit and partaken 
of the fruits of the Spirit, have clear evidence ofc * 
their being children of God. Gal. v. 22, 23. ' Noifc*^ 
the fruit of the Spirit, is love, joy, peace, long-suf— — ' 
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem— ' 
perance ; against such there is no law-' If tbea^s^ 
things abound in you, you are free from the con — -■ 
denination of the law. There are a people tbat^* 
bolster up themselves, and buoy up themiielves, io^C 
not being under the law, but under grace : but tbeyr^ 
are not yet come to the poor prodigal's stale, • Fa— -"^ 
ther 1 have sinned against heaven, and before lbe«^ 
and am no more worthy to be called iby son ;' nor^ 
yet In the stale and condition of the penitent Pub- — 
liran, who prayed ' God be merciful to him a sinner)^ 
nor to Paur** slate, when he cried out, * O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who shall deliver me f" this afaall 
be for a lamentation, that too many are so Ittlle 
troubled, and concerned, for the loss of God's fa- 
Tour, and of their own immortal souls; when 
the whole world is not so much worth as one 
8oul, ' What shall it profit a man to gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul, ur what shall a, matt 
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five iir exchange far his sou! .'' O how many c 
azard their precious souls fur the trifles of this vain 
■world ? let LIS all consider ne must come to the bur 
^Christ the great [uilge of all the eai'lii ; andifive be 
not found in him, not having our own righteousness, 
aw tUe Apostle tells us ; \vb shall be undone forever, 
and we shall ^ee loo late what we have lo^t : and 
like profane Esau, (we shall be rejected,) when he 
would have inherited the blessinp he found no place 
of repentance, though he sought it carefully with 
tears. There is nothing will remain ibpn. but 
chains of darkness, tliey that loved darkness, here, 
shall 5e cast into utter darkness hfreaftcr, even the 
biaakncss of darkness forever. 

Wherefore let all that believe in the light of the 
Lard Jesus, walk in it, and know and enjbrace the 
day of their visitation. You lliat know your Mas- 
.. ter's will, be sure to do it, and be will say unto you, 
'well done:" you shall hear that joyful sound, 'enter 
into the joy of your Lord.' God hath vmichsttfcd a 
merciful visitation, a day of grace and salvation, to 
the sons and daughters of men : He hath brou(jht 
US fniiii a gloomy night, and the dark clouds of ig- 
norance and superetition, that our forefathers were 
involved in, and the day-spring from on hiifh halli 
visited us: we have had the insbinings of divine 
light: yea, Goil hatii brought us outoftlarkncssinto 
bts marvwlloiH ligln : let us walk as children of light, 
in the light of the Lamb of CJod. We live in the 
IiL4t days, wlir rein that promt^^ shall been fulfilled, 
'Tliat the Mountain of the Lord's house shall be 
established on (be top of the niounlairis, and ^hall 
b<< exalted u|jon the hills, and all nations shall tt'>w 
antt) it i and many pei>ple slid! go and say, como 
ye and kt us so up to the mnuntain of the Ijord, to 
thfl bou^e of lhn God of Jacob, and he will teach us 
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths.' Pray 
coneicfer ivhat God speaks to the Jews, that were 
, j^ehoaea people, and what be says concerning hrs 
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wanting; to ourselves. When ihe LordGod first«f«b 
attd tuan, be said, ' It is nui giod tltat man bliuuld 
be alune, 1 will make bini a iitlp meel fur liim:' 
and be caused a deep steep to I'ail upon Adam, and 
tuL>k une of his ribs, u hereof be made ibe tvuman ; 
and brought her unto lljc man, and Adam aaid, 
'tliis is bone of roy bone, And flesb of my flesh.' 
Thus you see in the first creation ; Gud made man 
and woman in one. he then joined them both in one 
person ; then of one. he made them two ; and after"^ 
made them one again : ' Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and eleave untu bis nife, and . 
tbey shall be one flesh.' Gen, ii. 24. It is of very- 
great importiince to men and women, to dispose ofj 
themselves rightly in marriage ; for it is for term ofj 
life ; and it is that whii h makes people either easy"- 
or uncomfortable in theirlives : therefore they must^ 
talie care to be equally yoked, that they are one in.* 
judgment, and in alfection. And when they change^ 
their condition, to marry in the Lord, that they-* 
may be meet helps and blessings one to another_»^ 
Gud balh made us sensible of that delight and jo] 
that is proper, both to the -jutivard and inward man. 
which makes us thirst after the happiness of our" 
souls. This the saints in all ages have borne their" 
testimony to ; David who was a mighty hero, audi 
king, a man after God's own heart ; be declares to^ 
as the temper and dispoi^ition of carnal men ; ihej — 
cry out, ' Who will shew us any good ," but this is.^ 
the language and longing of the saints, 'Lord, lifC 
thou up the light of thy countenance upon us,' Psa!. 
iv, 6. That will make our hearts more glad, than.- 
those thai have their corn and wine increased.^ 
The refreshing light of God's countenance, and the 
sense of his love, is that which in all ages, hath beex 
the consolation of Ibe righteous, ever since the be- 
ginning of the world ; and will beto the end ol it. Si> 
(my Friendslwe lay great stress and weight upon this, 
niU miLrriedpereuas do not enter into that reUttos 
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J£l? .TudgmeBt shall be most righteous and reasiina- 
bli-, I'lie Liird hath given unto us his light and 
grace, if we do nut improve it, and live answerably 
to it, we shall ^o down into perdition : iLurefort to 
day, while it i<i called to day, kt us perfoiin iiur du- 
ly to God, and one anothiT, that it may go well 
with us for ever. 

These things are of great importance which be- 
long to our everlasting peace : these are not chi< 
tneras and enlhusiastical fancies, hut the great real- 
ities of religion, God hath been pleaded in hia 
admirable love and condescending goodness, to 
twist his glory and our felicity together, ami to 
require nothing of us, but what is for our own inter* 
est and good: He is infinitely blessed in himself, 
and perfectly happy without us, but wc cannot be 
bsppy a moment without hiai ; yet we despise the 
riches of his goodness, that is extended to us : and 
like a fooliiih people and univise, we are ready to 
frustrate the design of his mercy and kindness, and 
to receive the grace of God in vain. 

Let this opportunity now before us, be carefully 
itnproved, in order to our spiritual benefit and 
advantage. Let our superlative love be set on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, wbo should be our husband and 
head. Let us love him with fervent and iadamed 
alT-Ttions, as becomes the living members of his 
mystical hody ; asthoae that are really united to him, 
and receive vital influences from him. We are now 
present at the solemnity of a marriage, which is a 
thing of itself juyous : but O let not our joy be car- 
nal, but spiritual : let us rejoice in Christ Jesus, who 
for our sabes became a man of sorrows, that we 
might partake of that joy that is unspeakable and 
eternal. We may all live a happy and blesssed 
life, if we wi!l live to his glory that is the giver of it, 
and set our alTections on things above, and live in a 
deep and daily sense of our duty, to him that made 
-us, and will make us happy for ever, if we be not 
10 
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Tbus let us proceed in all our marriages, as in ihi 
presence of tbe Lord ; «liicli none can do, l>u1 
lliose that have an awful sense of the divine pre- 
eence, which is graciously voucbsaftd lo his peuplt 
in all ibeir bumble and solemn approaches lu him 
then He will meet them, and bless them. 

I shall commit you to ib^ Lovd, and to the grac< 

of (jod that is given to you ; for we are not a pto 

pk- so stingy, as not lo own tbe grace comuiunrca- 
ted to others, as ifue engrossed and arrogated all toe 
ourselves ; we declaie, with tbe Apostle, Ihat ' tbere= 
is a measure of the Spirit given lo every man tic 
pro5t withal.' We are all iii1rust«d with sutn^ 
talents, let us remember we must give an a^counV 
of them. When we are convinced of bin, let u^ 
depart from it, and live In the delightful exercise ot 
a conscience void of ofFence towards God and to- 
wards men. Then we shall find there is hope fo^ 
us in death, and fruition of happiness aHer death. - 
It will be said unto us, ' well done good and faillifuCji^;^ 
servants, enter into the joy of juurljoid 

My Friends, consider now that Christ is vituv*i 
BBlly offered lo all tbe sons and daughters of metu 
anil his love is, and is tu be. extended tu all the 
habitable parts of the earth. The Sun of righteous— ^S' 
ness will shine upon iheni, with healing under hit "* 
wiogs ; but this is the condemnation, that light IE 
come into the wurld, and men love darkness ralliei 
than light, because their dceda are evil. He thai 
halh elven us the bugwledge of our duly if we se*i ^^^ 
it, k'u\ also give us strength to perform it, and worl^MI 
inu^ to will and to do, of his own good pleasure — 
So that though of ourselves, as of ours^ves, wecandt^ 
nothing, we may say with the Apostle Paul, 'Wecar^ 
do all things through Christ that strengthens us.' LeK^ 
us therefore labour abundantly in the work nf th^ 
Lord, and then our labour shall not he in vain tik 
the Lord ; ' For if we be faithful to death, we slialT 
EC«eiTetbe crown of hfe,' 
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AS it is the great concern, so it ought to be tlie 
^«at care of every one lo have their minds truly 
exercised towards God, in tbat spirit wherewith he 
hatli visited the sons and daughters of men, for the 
gathering of people unto this the testimony of truth, 
«□ tiie plain evidence and demonstration of the SpU 
ritj batn been brought forth in our age and genera- 
tion : the word bath been preached, the living word, 
whereby every one may come to a right understand- 
ing by the knowledge of it and the sense ufit in their 
own hearts; the entrance whereof giveth light, and 
gireth understanding tuihe simple ; and this is that 
wbich worketh the heart into a believing frame, 
truly to believe in bim whom God hath sent. This 
is the work of God, that ye believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom his heavenly Father hath sent, and 
that by believing he may be truly confessed as be 
hittb been by a remnant, whom the Lord hath rais- 
ed up by his own invisible power, and bath fitted 
and prepared tiiem to bear testimony of that which 
Ihcy have heard and seen with iheir eyes, which 
they have looked upon, and which their hands have 
handled of the word of life, aad the living teslimo- 
10* 
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own insfilulrons, when ibey were formal and hjrtte-- 
critical in the use of Ihem : Isa. i. 12. ]3. 'To— 
what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices li 
me, biing no more vain oblations; incense is ai 
abomination to me, &ic. Your new moons, ai 
your appoinleci feasls, my soul hateth ; they are 
trouble to me, ! am weary to bear them : ivash yv. 
mate ye clean, put away the evil of your doing! 
from before mine eyes ; cease to do evil, learn lo 
do well, Stc. Come now and let us reason together 
■iailh the Lnrd ; though yuursins be as scarlet, the] 
shall he as white aa snuw, though they be red lik( 
crin)90n, they shall be as wool ;' God is no respec- 
ter of persons. My Friendsj let us not be outwarc 
but also inward christians, in all our solemn meet— -^" 
ings, and approve our hearts to God. and worship^M}* 
hiiu in spirit and in truth. Let us consider that GotE::^^ 
is present in the midst of us. _ 

All nations do ncknowledge that God is omni^ *" 
present; the royal Psalmist thus addresses liimsel ^" 
to God. Psal. csxxix. 7, 8. ' Whither shall I go froir""^^ 
thy spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy presence &- ' 
if I ascend up into heaven, thou art there, if I mak^^^ 
my bud in hell ; behold ihou art there ; if I tak^a^ 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- — ' 
most part of the sea, e*en there shall thy hand Icac-^ 
me, and thy right hand shall hold /ne." Ani( ib^^ 
prophet Amos, tells us, ' il is God that formctb ib^^ 
mountains, and crealeth the wind, and declttrelt:;:^ 
unto man what is his thought ; that maketh th^^ 
morning darkness, and treadelh upon the high pl a- — '__ 
c€s of the earth, the Lord of hosts la his name' ^5 
bow should we live and walk as in the presence o ^ 
God ! and set the Lord always before u?, who is ib^ 
supreme iiidge of the world ; to whom we mast be? 
accountable for all our thoughts, words anJ actioiW' 
But how do the must of men live as without Got] io 
the world, live in a contradiction to llierr own m- 
^^^■Msl natures f Gud hath made men reasonable, and H 

 I 



1W0 MADE ONK. 



109 



ait shall be most tighleous anti reasncK- 
Tiio Lord liath giren unto us his liglit and 
grace, if we do not improve it, and live answerably 
to it, we shall go duwii into pt-rdition : therefiirt to 
day, while it i» called to day, let us peffonn nur du- 
ty to God, and uae another, that it may go welt 
with us for ever. 

These things are of great importance which be- 
long lu our everlasting peace : these are not chi- 
meras and (^nthusia^tical fancies, but the great real- 
ities uf religion. God hath been pleased in his 
aiirnirable li)ve and condescending goodness, to 
twist bis glory and our felicity together, anJ to 
require nothing of us, but what is for our own inter- 
est and good: He is infinitely blessed in himself, 
and perfectly happy without us, but we cannot be 
happy a moment withuut him ; yet we d-.-spise ibe 
- riclies of bis goodness, that is extended to us : and 
ltk« a foolish people and unwise, we are ready to 
frustrate ibe design of his mercy and kindness, and 
to receive the grace of God in vain. 

Let tbis upportumty now before us, be carefully 
improved, in order to our spiritual benefit and 
advantage, Let our superlalipe love be set on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who should be our husband and 
bend. Let U9 love him ivilb fervent and inflamed 
affections, as becomes the living members of his 
mystical body ; as those that are really united to him, 
and receive vital influences from him. We are now 
present at the solemnity of a marriage, which is a. 
thing of itsolf joyous : but O let not our jny be car- 
nal, but spiritual : let us rejoice in Christ Jesus, who 
for our sakes became a man of sorrows, that we 
might partake of that joy that is unspeakable and 
eternal. We may all live a happy and hlesssed 
life, if we will hve to his glory that is the giver of it, 
and set our affections on things above, and Itvein a 
deep and dady sense of our duty, to him that made 
Vh and will make us happy for ever, if we be not 
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,:Bwer to ibat sennus sort of reasoning, and that wm 
•teady to shew iiini, ibat Le was wanting in tbose 
matters of justice, temperance, moderation, and a 
leat belief of the judgment to come ; ' And the 
tlioughl of it was teirible.' There is a witness new 
to people, ifihey ciime to examine their own hearts, 
-and look into tlieir own Mste, and deal impsrlial* 
ly ivUh themselves, that will shew unln them what 
"uiey are, and where they are ; that will shew them i 
ftbat it is that hath made ihem unfit for communion 

jff ith God, and unmeet for the kingdom of God; 

■^d that they must of necessity be born again, or 

-Ihey cannot enter into it. Tbey are nn fit subjects 

-for that kingdom, if ihey be not subject to the wit- 

Bess of God in them, to the light of Christ vrilhio 

them, to the law of the Lord in their hearts, Ibej 

are not tit for the hearenty kingdom. 

* And therefore, my Friends, let every one mind 

the visitation of the Lord ; mind the appearance of 

I Jiis light and grace in you; that yoi» may therein 

^ Wait upon the T^rd, have your minds drawn out of 

fike earth, out uf the world, and out of the tusis 

[ and corruptions of it. That the work of the Lord, , 

the work of a true and living faith, heart purifying i 

faith, all may be sensible off That none may rest 

themselves contented, either only with a notion of 

I'uitli, or with the bare profession of faith, either of 

God or Christ, or the holy Scripture ; nor yet with 

bting only cojivinced and persuaded of the way of 

the Lord testified of amongst us, as many are : But 

let every one give up^eniselves to obey the truth, 

aod took upon it as the love of God, that he halll 

opened the understandings of men by his light and 

grace : And that be hath affected their hearts la 

some measure towards himself, his way and truth. 

There are many who have a belter opinion of Xhe 

true people of God, than they have had heretofore; 

'prejudice is allayed and Vivou^k*. down in 

yj and the enmity wiv«e\i'3 liiej viwe. ■m^'^ 
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"•^Capable eilher of trjiug all things, or of holding 
'^at thai wbich is goiid. So tiial as the Lord opens 
^eir beam and inclines ibeoi towaids liimsflf; 
^j'ey depart from iriiquily. My Friends, pray mind 
tie appearance of ins gntce, and the woiking of 
*iis Spiril in you ; that jou may know the fear of 
God to take impression upon your hearts, and lo 
Iiflfe place there; and there you will feel it to be 
what the Scripture saitli of it, ' That it is a foon- 
tain of life lo depart from the siia-res of death, and 
keep those fruin the snares of dealli that (-oultiiije 
and abide in it;' and the seciels of the Lord sb&ll 
be made known to them that fear him, and he will 
shew ihem his covenant j and wbrrtin any are 
short in understanding, and want wt^dum, the T^id 
will not be wanling lu {■upply them, and help ihf in 
if they ivait upon biin in his fear ; but if Ihe f< ar 
of God he rejected, and the light that tcaebelh it 
be turned away from, then people ure not fit to 
receive ciiuusel and wisdom, nor to know the aecirta 
of the liord, nor the things of God, \\h\v\i are <>idr 
made known and revealed by tlic Sjiirit of Gi><]. 
'Fur(5aith the apostle, i Cur. ii. II,) what man 
knoweth the tbinssof a man save the spirit of a 
man which is io him ? Even so the things of God 
knoweth no man. but the Spirit of God.' Tlwn- is . 
no true sancljlied knowledge any of us have of the 
things of God, but what is given us of the Spirit of 
God ; ' For eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther hath it entered into Ibe heart of man, the 
(faings that God hath prepared fur them that love 
him ; but these things God hKth revealed to us bjr 
the Spirit.' 

The mystery of the suflVrlngs and of the cross of 
Christ, are revealed also by the Spirit : ' What 
things were gain to me (saith the apostle) ihnse 
thhigs 1 counted lo^s for Christ: Tea tioubllcis, 
and I count all things but loss for llie excellency 
of the knowledge of Chriet Jesus my Lord, foi 
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■{vbDm I have suffered the loss of all things, and dg 
^Count lliem but dung, that 1 may win Christ and be 
%jund in Liin ; not having mine iiwn righteousness, 
"which is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith, that I may know him, and the power of 
bis resurrection, and fellowship uf his sulTerings, 
lieing made coofunuable unto his death.' O 1117 
"'^riends, those that come truly to be sensiblt of 
lis. ihey come to age and understand the advan- 
ge ^nti benefit of the suSerings of our Lurd Jeeus 
iirist, for the reconciling of mankind through his 
ieath, that we might all be saved by his life ; tiuU 
'we nii^ht all partake of salvation, and of that ete^ 
Iial reaemjitiiin which he bath obtained fur us ; tint ' 
"we might have il and enjoy it ; that we might nut ] 
jcst only in a profession that Clirtsl suffered fur US, I 
tliuiigh that be true ; but that we may have aliiiiig 
faith of It, and a true sen^e of it conveyed unto lU 
by the Holy Spirit ; that every one maylruly esteem 
all that Cbiist bath done and suffered for the good 
|gf mankind. I have known it, my Friends, with 
Cbany others, for many years ; and we have had* ' 
deep consideraliun of these matters, and of the 4 
Scriptures, of the prophets and evangelists, and of 
Ihe holy apostles, bearing witness to Jesus Christ, 
both as to his outward and inward appearance aud 
coming ; we have been sensible of the love of tlie 
Father, in giving his Son ; and of the love of the 
dear Son of God, who gave himself a ransom for 
us. to be testified in duf time, thai he was the Son 
of hi^ Father's love, and that bis sufferings and his 
blood were of great esteem and value in the sight 
of (luij ; itnd our Lord Jesus Christ hath given 
hiniM If for us au offering and a sacrifice to God fi^ 
iveet smelling savour. I have sometimes consid^ 
:d why this sweet smelling savour, of the sacriSc^ 
the Snn of God, di<l as il Wf ire interpose between 
'ud llie lighteous judge, aui l.^ac toS^Qie^j'-Si «»? 
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'•Ur ef tijpir many iiiiqiiiiies, and enormities of the 
"Jfisand (laughters of rnen. wliicli tijfy liave crnn- 
■"itieil : Anil lliat jmlgnient being icme upim all 
^Kin unto condemnation for tlitiir ttaiisgressioii', so 
Ulal all who are in a state ol unbeli.r, are on- 
^emned alicady. Y^l God the moFt rifc'lile.njs 
Jtldg*-, with respect lo this fiweet sineltiiig saciilice 
, «f his dear Sim, is pipased to exerni-se Tiu Itearance, 
and ui>l speedily 111 esfcutu Ihe judgment, the 
Wrath and ihe Condeinnaiton which mankind have 
bmuBiit upnti llic'inselves, and have justly incurred; 
but that there may be ^imli a spHce and lime for 
people to cnme to true failh and true reperilanrc, 
and true humiliaiiim. iindtT the niif^hty hand iif 
(iod, uiidei his chasiisiiig hand, wluise cliasti^e- 
menls are not Tur doslrurliun but fur salvalloti, that 
ihuy may be filled and prepared for mercy, Alany 
that in a customary way, cry, ' l^ord have mercy 
upon us, miserable (iffendere;' and ' l-ord incline 
our liearls to keep this law,' and Ibo like ; they 
consider not whai it is to bp. prepared for mercy, 
but ihose mtrcies Ihal are extended lo them, lliey 
abuse loo many of ibem, God knows, and with sor- 
row it may be said, that many abuse God's tempo- 
rat mercies and blessings, and mispend their pre- 
cious lime, and hazard their immortal soul', and 
regard not God s chastising hand when he punishelb 
others, for their crying sins ; nor do they consider 
their latter end, nor inquire into their jiresent stat«; 
and they are not awakened by the judgments and 
terrors of the Lord, when he doth by his power and 
judgments smite through the proud, that they miclit 
take warning, though many take little notice of it ; 
nor yet are humbled under the secret smilings, re- 
bukes and reproofs, that they cannot but snmetimrs 
feel in their own hearts, and which the Lonl is 
pleased to send in ordCT to soften iheni, and lo 
make them tender and broken, and conlrile, and 
humble under his afflicting hand, ai they ought M 



Its TWO MADE OX£. 

iSJwn inslitulions, when ihey were formal and bypa- 
! ferltical in tiie use of them : Isa. i. 12. 13. 'To 
%hat purpose is the niuUitude ofyour sacnBces to 
■tne, bring no more vain oblations; incense is an 
I %bojnmation to me, fco. Tour new moona, and 
your appointed feasts, my soul liateth ; Ihey are a 
■trouble to me, I am weary to bear them : irasb yf, 
nake ye clean, put away the evil of your doings 
I ^Om befure mine eyes; cease to do evil, learn lo 
[ «o well, &IC, Come now and let us reason logetber, 
^!tb the Lord ; ibough yuursins be as scarlet, ihej 
j »rfiall be as white as snow, though they be red llfce 
k^crimson, they shall be as wool ;' God is no respec- 
Wter of persons. My Friends, let us not be outward 
%ul ahu inward christians, in all our solemn tneet- 
^^ngs, and appi'ove our hearts to God, and ivonhip 
I (him in spirit and in (ruth. Let us consider that Cod 
]s present in the midst of us. 
* Alt nations do acknowledge that God isomitt- 
iresenl; the roval Psalmist thus addresses liimseK 
S Gofl. Psat. cxxxiK. 7, 8. ' Whither shall I go from 
^hy spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 
'if 1 ascend tip into heaven, thou art there, if I mafco 
. my bed In hell ; behold thou art there ; if 1 take \ 
^the wings of the morniug, and dwell in the utttr- 
most part of the sea, even there shall thy hand Inil 
Tne, and thy right Land shall hold jnc' And tlie 
1 prophet Amosj tells us, ' it is God that fortaeth (he 
" Slountaitis, and createth the wind, and declarcth 
Into man what is his thought; that maketh Xht 
norning darkness, and treadeth upon the high pis- 
tes of the earth, the Lord of hosts is his name.' 
pow should we live and walk as in the pres«ftee of 
rod ! and set the Lord always before us, who is ttle 
iupreme judge of the ivorld ; to whom we must he 
Bcrountable for all our thoughts, words and actions. 
^ut how do the moat of men live as without GotI in 
mIJ, live in a contraA\ci.\oiA vi vVspw uvvn «- 
lonal natures t God bath m&Ae TOcn-r«.Baci«itA*,«4 
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which God througl) bis dear Son, hsth made them 
partakei-s of. li ivas prophesied of Christ, ' That 
when be should make his soul an oSeriiig (or sin, 
he should see his seed, and that he shall prolong 
bis days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall pros- 
per in his band, and that he shall see the travail of 
bis soul, and sliall be satisfied.' My Friends, Christ 
bicuself travailed in soul, that a seed niiglit be 
brought fojth to serve the liviiif^ God, and that he 
migbi see. bis seed and the blessed efTect of his 
tra.vail ; tbe aQliutions, travails, and suffering; of ouc 
Lord Jesus Christ were both inward and outward. 
Now ibey who know bim truly, and have a living 
faith in him, they know a being crucified with Cbrisl, 
a dying with him, & heing baptised into tbe likeness 
of his death, that they may arise and come forth in 
tbe likeness of his resurrection. O my Friends, it 
is good for every one of you to be serious and con- 
siderate, and to be inward in your minds towards 
God, that your hearts may be affected with those 
tb'mge which concern your everlasting peace and 
happiness, ttiat so you may come to be crucified to 
the world and tbe corruptions of it, having tbe Bcsh 
with the affections, passions, and lusts of it crucilied, 
that you may live unto God, that )ou may so live 
in this present world, as to have boldness at the 
great day of judgment; for il is ceilain. the con- 
sideration of the iurigmenf lo come, is very terrible 
to many people, if they will but suiier llie serious 
thoughts of it to take place iii llioni ; and tbe rea- 
son is, they have not raadeAheir peace with God ; 
ibey are not reconciled in their minds, as tbey 
ought til be. [o ilie heavenly gift of God, that be 
hath given lo tbcm, whereby ihey may know the 
only true God and Jesus Christ, whom be halb sent, 
which is life eternal. What is tbe reason why 
^^^lix trembled, Acts xxiv. 25, when Paul reasoned 
^yj^ighteousness, temperance, and judgment lo 
^^Bb .'" There was a witness in him, that did an- 
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swer to ibat Ecriaus sort of reasoning) d 
ready to shew liim, ibat be was want' 
matters of justice, temperance, inoderi 
leal belief uf the judgment to come ^1 
lliOUgliL oflt wfis lerrible.' There is aM 
to people, if they come to examine theiF l| 
aoti look into their own slate, and del 
ly >tilh themselves, that will shew unt^ 
iJiey are, arid where they are ; that wftf 
what it is that hatb made Ihem unfit forM 
with God, and unmeet fur the kiDgdoji 
and that they must of necessity be boS 
tbey cannot enter into it. They are n(* 
for that kingdom, if they be not subjet^ 
ness of God in them, to the light of C 
them, to the law of the Lord in their |^ 
are not fit for the heacenly kingdom. ,< 
And therefore, my Friends, let evtn 
the visitation of Xho Lord ; mind the bdi 
his light and grace in you ; that yoo* 
Vr'ait upon the Lord, have your minds ( 
the earth, out of ibe world, and out a 
and corruptions of it. That the work 
tbe work of a true and living faith, lie 
failh.all may be sensible of. That OAflj 
themselves contented, either only wiQi^ 
faith, or with the bare profession of ii 
God or Christ, or the holy Scripture ; 
htijig only convinced and persuaded o _ 
the Lord lestitled of amongst us, as muiK 
l^t every one give up.^emselpes to obc^ 
and look upon it as the love of Gu'd, 1 
qpcned the understandings of men by b _ 
grace: And that be bath aflected their j 
some measure towards himself, biswavj) 
There are many who have a belter opiqr 
true people of God, than they have bad fi 
the prejudice is allayed and broughU 
many; and the enmity whereby ihey i 
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be ; and that thereby they might be rerormcil an* 
eSecludlly changt-d, ibat su tliey might fxpiri^nce 
tiie ivork of anew crealmn in Chriat Jesus upon 
their souls, • That they migiit be fas the auu^lle 
Epcaks] the woL'kLn>i:i~hi[) ni' (jud. created in C'hrist 
Jesus unto gonA vvoik^, that they might walk io 
them." Let every one cotisider and oe sensible, 
Jhat we are savi.'i] by ^face tlimugli (aiih, but no) of 
Kliur^cives, it is th'- frei: gift of G id ; not of works, 
 ||^st any man should boa'^t. This i:i thai we own 
' ^Klid prefer tu all ouf works, even the love t,nA 
I ..farour of God, and his grace that hath appeared 
jn Clirist Jerrii-. unti) all iiten, that ihrnugh the 
' 'Sii^hty w -rking of liis Spirit, ive might be made 1 
sensible of tlie lov- anrl gmd vvill of Gnd towards I 
Dien. that would hive all men to be saved, and I 
come to the knowliclge of the Iruih ; he desiirs 1 
not that any shouM peri-h, hut that they miflil 
r^ent, return and live, and put away the evil 
of llieii doings from before his eies, and cease to 
j^o evil, and leain lo do well; then luilows that 
LflBireel and melting invilatiiin, ' Come now and let 
J^Ss reason together, saith the Lord j though yiilir 
.. sins be as scarlet, they shall he as whhe as snuw; '' 
though lliey be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool,' Friends, and friendly people, I pray God 
kibat all may wait upon tlie Lord for this end, tbsl 
pu may all feel and knuw the carrying en llie 
brk of God wlnre it U begun, and be true folliiw- 
rs of the Lord through the work of regeneration ; 
ifaat where it is begun, none may faint in their 
tninds because of templatiun, and because of oppo- 
sition ; or because of ilie trials of divers kiiid^ that 
u_ they may meet wilhal ; but let all have an eye to 
^^^Kthe Lord, and look unto Jesus, the author and 
^^^■finisher of our faith ; look upon him on whom help 
^^^Bp laid, upon whom the biAden of all our iniqtii- 
^^^Bp-9 Has }&id ; he upon w)to\n heV^ » \vA<i is mighty, 
^^^Kr^'7 to save : ' Him halVt Ood Vt^X^X'j (t'«.'i\\K& vt 
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be a prince and Saviour, to give repentance unto 
Israel, and remission of sins. But how dolb he 



give repentance ? some may say. We can speak 
by experience some of us, and declare Ihat he hath 
given us repentance by shewing us, by his light, the 
evil of our ways ; by discovering to us the nature 
of sin, how exceeding sinful it is; liow otTensive to 
God; how injurious to our own souls; and what 
& grief to bis own Spirit ; and by bringing us to 
fef I the burden of it, and the load and heavy pres- 
sure of our iniquities that we had committed, that 
we might be humbled under a sense of them ; and 
this sense he gave unto us by his love and grace, 
and the powerful operation of his good Spirit in 
our inward parts, that we might come to know 
godly sorrow thai worketb repentance never lo be 
repented of; thai hereupon we might receive re- 
mission of sins, which our t<oril Jesus Christ will 
give to all them that are truly penitent, and turn 
iroin the evil of their ways and doings, and turn to 
the Lord with all their hearts. So my Friends, 
grace waits, mercy waits, and the loving kindness 
of the Lord waits, and he will afford it, and voucli- 
safe it to us, if we will but mind to be fitted and 
prepared for it; if we will cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well, and incline our ear to the Lord, 
and hearken to his voice, and obey his truth. 
Therefore, my fiiends, let none dally and grow 
careless and secure, nor have a slight frame of indif- 
ferency of mind, but come and take up a full reso- 
lution, through the grace of God, to cleave unto 
hitn, seeing he bath made known his way, his light 
and truth (thou canst say) to me in some measure ; 
therefore with his help i will obey it, that I may 
grow in it, and partake of the nature of it. and be 
a witness lor God in life and conversation, and 
not in words only. A true minister, a true and 
faithful witness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of his 
pj^iyeraod coming, must be a witness, and ai) esam^ 
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pie both in doctrine and conversation among be- 
lievers, and towards all people ; and therefore the 
Apostle Paul speaks to Timolhy, tin a gospel minis- 
ter, 2 1'im. iv. 1,2, 'I charge thee Iherefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Clhrist, who shall judge 
the quick and dead at his appearing, and his king- 
dom, preach the word, be instant in season, and out 
of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suf- 
fering and doctrine. Let no man despise ihy youth, 
but be thou ao example of the believers in word, h 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in punfy. 
Take heed iinto thyself, and to Ihy doctrine ; con- 
tinue in them, for to doing this thou shall both save 
thyself, and tiiem that hear thee.' O my Friends, 
we have known, since the Lord hath visited us, 
those among as that he bath honoured to be u^ful 
and elTcctuaT instruments in Hts hand, fur the convin- 
cing, converting, and ediiySng of others, that they , 
must live as they profess. They that profess the 
truth, profess the name of the Lord, profess Chris- 
tianity iu the power of it ; Ihey must have a care to 
live in it. 1 bless God he hath made me, and many 
more, sensible of such a concern upon our spirits, 
to live in that uprightness, integrity, innocence, 
meekness, and humility, and patience, with long- 
suffering, which the Lord i-equireth of us, that we 
may be preserved, that so the presence of the Lord 
may be continued ivith us< I remember witb what 
holy fervency tbe royal prophet prayeth upon this 
account, Psal. li. 6, 7, 10, II, J2. 'Behold ihou 
desirest truth in the inward parts, and in tbe hidden 
part thou shalt make tne to know wisdom ; pui^e 
me with bysop, and I shall be clean ; wash me, and 
I shall be whiter than snow ; create in me a cleas 
hpart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not 
thy holy spirit from me ; restore unto me the joy of 
tbjr saJvation, and uphold me with thy free Spirit ; 
Jben will 1 teach IranEEreESOtsV.\i'S"«a.^s,MNi^\w*v 
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^^a'l) be eotiverted unto Ihee.' These are quatifica- 
'KioDs and endowments that do appertain to a true 
'witness for God in the world j he batli raised up 
■powerful, living and eflectual instruments in many 
ages, that have bad a regard to purity oC heart, and 
cunstancy, and perseverance in well-duirig, and aa 
heavenly conversation to adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things, and who are zealous to 

Eromotc the honour of hts excellent name and truth, 
pray God, that all among us may be under such 
ail inward and deep concern for our iminorial souls, 
as to st^e ifiat all is well at home, that we may expe- 
rience a sanctifying work, a purifying work upon 
our hearts, that we may be 6t vessels to enjoy and 
possess that heavenly treasure that the Lord hath 
given us, and not only to us, but to all them that 
love and fear him, and desire to be kept near unto 
him, and feel a sense ofhis living presence, wherein 
is life and joy for ever and ever. So God Almighty 
(hat hath begun his work, carry it on, and mate it 
prosper on the aoule of bis people, that they may be 
serious and solemn, and diligent in serving him, and 
wait upon the Lord all tlie days of their appointed 
time, until their change come. 

My Friends, I could say many things, but the 
time would fail me to mention what the Lord hath 
opened to me ; ! hope the Lord will be pleased to 
give uic rurthGro]iportunity. Let evcry man that 
bath received a gilt to profit withal, speak as be- 
comes the oracles of God. This hath been the de- 
sire of the faithful ministers of Christ, to wait upon 
the divine oracle, the word of God, that as testimo- 
nies sprung up from them, they might be faithful in 
giving them forth, that they might truly and faithful- 
ly testify to the words of life, whether it be in a 
greater or lesser measure. We are not our own, 
we ciuinot contrive for oui-selves, we are to be in sub- 
jection to God, and live in a holy resignation t 
wisdom and will, and have our minds stayed ' 
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hini, &nd wait Tor tbe divine counsel and divine 
openings to be given to us from heaven : and many 
times we have had in our wailing upon the Lord) 
great things discovered and given unto us, which 
are hard to be uttered and declared. 

Every faithful minister of Christ, that hath a sense 
•nd Feeling of tbe state and condition oftbein, in 
me measure, lo whom he speaks, he bath a travail 
ton him, and is in a crucified state, having been 
lade partaker of the knowledge of Christ, of the 
ower of his resurrection, and of the fellowship of 
Is sufferings, being made conformable to his death, 
) tbe Apostle Paul speaks, Phil. iii. tO. Such 
linisiers are deeply sensible of that vail of darkness 
[and unpreparedness) in hearers, that hath clouded 
^e minds of the people, yet they do not rashly 
idge and censure them, but travail for them ; and 
>eak as they have felt and tasted of the word of 
fe ; I desire all of you may examine yourselves, 
lAnd try your own hearts and spirits, that you may 
^know bow it is with you. When you examine 
yourselves, take heed ofseif flattery. Ifsatan, tbe 
great deceiver of souls, can by his temptations pre- 
vail, he will not suffer you to bring your deeds ta 
She light, which will make them manifest. 
"* Friends, 1 exhort you all, as you love your souls, 
td desire the eternal happiness and welfare of them, 
)me to tbe simplicity of the lrulb,.and love the 
tnitb as it is in Jesus, and be obedient to it, and be 
resigned and devoted to God, who is 'wailinetobe 
gracious, not willing that any should perisTi, but 
that all should come to repentance, and obtain 
salvation Ibinugh our Lord Jesus Christ; desire 
to be a willing people as in tbe day of God's power, 
who is willing to do you good, and is holding 
out his helping hand to bring you nearer to him- 
self. Blessing, honour, and praise, be rendered 
to his great and excellent name, -who IWcth (mi 
and who alone is worXXij, wW v^ " 
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aU, eren the heavens and the whole earth, to 
whom with the dear Son of his love and blessed 
Spirit (one God,) be gloiy for ever and ever world 
Without end. Amen< 
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BLESSED Lord God, and Father of life, aad 
all our mercies, tbou hast been a habitation and 
elling place to thy people in all generations, vrho 
tve trusted in thee, and waited on thee, in that life . 
and light which brought the dear Son of thy Iotb * 
thou bast made known to them ; thou hast sent thy 
boly Hpirit into the hearts of thy people ; that ibey 
might see their way to thee, and draw near to thee, 
and daily wait upon thee in thy fear, with all humi- 
lity and lowliness of mind, wherein they are capable 
of thy teaching, and qualified to receive counsel 
and in«iIruction, and wisdom from tbee, the only 
wise God. 

Everlasting God and Father of ouc Lord Jesita 
Christ, we have great cause to bless thee, when wc 
remember thee in thy ways and dealings with us, 
and in thy tender mercies to us, and to tliy people 
in many places, whom thou hast gathered by the 
arm of thy almighty poiver, and whom tbou bast 
called out of darkness into thy marvellous ViRht, 
that Ihey might be a peculiar people to ihee, lea)- 
eus of good works. Blessed God, we have cause 
to bless thy name, and lo ppeak well of thee, and to 
render to thy majesty living praises, and to serve 
and worship tbee with in\e humility and godly 
fear, and self denial, and sincerity, and perseverance. 
Vouchsafe ur.lo us more and more of the saving knowl- 
edge of thyjielf, and thy dear Son Jtsus Christ, 
nhoin thou hast sent, which is life eternal, that we 
may delight to draw near to thee, and enjoy the 
lil^hl of thy countenance, and suffer us iiol to b?e as 
without Ihee in the world; and as those that like 
pt to retain God in their knowledge, but let «)tir 
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thoughts and meditalinns or thee be swset and 
savourj- to us, that we may be filled ivillijoy unspeak- 
able, and full of glury, whenever we come into thy 
presence ; that thou mayest have the praise and 
glory of iby own works, and oftby mercies and com- 
passions which thou eKiendesI to us when we dili- 
gently wait for tbee, and worship (bee in the heau' 
ties of holiness. 

O blessed God ! as thnu art pleased to renew thy 

Riurs and mercies as the morning is reneued, 
pe us, and all thy people, sensible thereof, ihat 
|f'inay dwell in that life and spirit, as will lead 
a to show forth tliy praise in a well ordered 
rersatioD, let us give all diligence to make our 
caning and election suie, and work out our own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling that it may go well 
with our immortal souls : lei us know that our sins 
are blotted out, that we may have refreshment from 
I the presence of the Lord, bfing reconciifd to thee 
ifarou^ (he dear Son of thy love, and ^anctilied and 
justified by his Spirit and blood, we may be ^aved 
from wrath through him ; for if when we weie ene- 
mies, we were reconciled to ihee (hniugh the deaili 
of thy Son, much more being reconciled shall we 
be saved by his life. Blessed and rtglileuus God, 
and Father of mercies, it is only those that are truly 
eonveiled and turned from sin to ihce, and that 
with full purpose of heart do cleave unto Ihee, that 
are sensible of divine refreshments, and that tnily 
know when good comes, when thou art pleased to 
shower down thy blessings as the former and the 
latter rain. Lord God ererlasling, be tlmu near 
unto thy people, both here and elsewhere, that they 
may be preserved through &II teniptaticins, and trials, 
Ind tribulations, that thou mayest suffer lo come 
upon them, that they may be kept in the exercise of 
atrue living faith that worketh by love, thai they 
tooiNBrf witaew » victory IWW tiie .wwi^ 



IS 



n 



126 i>BAyEK. 

md over all the temptations and snares that are 
FJii it. 

Glorious, everlasting and powerful Father of life, 
in true love to ihy mighty power, and excellent 
name, let us be preserved, and in tender love and 
I tender-heartedness one towards another; that vrt 
may all enjoy that heavenly salt within ourselves, 
that divine lire, that living and heavenly virtual 
' whereby we may savour tne things of the Spirit, 
and discern things that differ, and distinguish til 
' precious from the vile, that temptations may m 
I .prevail, but that the great enemy of our souls tnsf 
J be seen and defeated, that we may not be ignoraJit 
of his devices, but vanquish him in all his assault^ 
and be more than conquerers, through Christ that 
- balh loved us. Blessed God and Father of lifrt 
^ surround all tliy people with thy mighty arm; let 
r habitation be a place of safety, as in the muoi- 
ilion ofrocks, where tlieir daily bread may be giver* 
 to them, and where their waters may not fail, tha*, 
^flicy may rejoice and praise thy holy name in th^ 
Taiid of the living. Prosper and bless ihy servant^ 
fhom thou bast called to labour in Ihy vineysrcV^ 
mat they may be instrumental for the convertin^y 
End saving of many souls ; lei ihy blessing succee^_ 
~ their labours and travails, that many may be turned * 
Lfrum darkness to light, and from salan's power lo the 
power of thee the living God, that they may speak &■ 
^ord in season to those that are weary and faint in 
utbeir minds; and for the help, suppoiling and 
L.alengthening of those that are feeble and weaE, and 
Cor satisfying the desire of (hose whose souls are 
Weathing after Thee, that all may tend to thy glory. 
Hid thy people's comfort, and the exaltation of thy 
loly name and truth. Now unto Thee, O Father of 
ibercies, for all thy favours, blessings and benefits, 
nd for living encouragements that from time to (inie 
u hast afforded to us; we desire to reader and 
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Mtam to 7bee, praise, honour, and thanksgiving, 
with all the living, here and elsewhere, for Thou 
alone art worthy,* God over all, the heavens and the 
whole earth, blessed for ever and ever, Amen. 
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THE MIGHTY HELPER 



POOR HELPLESS MAN. 

«d Sermon preached at the Quekera' Meettng-Boute,- 
in Oracs- Church-Street, London, May 13, 1694. 

BY BENJAMIN COOLE. 



WELL might the man of God, the roan after 
God's own heart, who spake as a prophet, and as k 
king, say what is man ? when he was addressing 
himself to the great God, he doth with a holy won- 
derment and amazement at Ibe condescending love 

id kindness of God to man, cry out, ' Lord, wbat 
■IB matu that thou art mindful of him ! and the sonoC 
man, that lliou visitest him I' Really Frrende, man ia 
a poor weakrieaEure, heisa very helpless creature^ 
all the creatures that God hath made, are in a bel 
ter state and station than he, ' unless be be helpei 
with help from above, from his helper in beaven. 
He bath a great work to do, a great race to run, b« 
hath a great light to engage in, and bath no strengtb' 
of bis own to do it; nor power or ability ; but that 
is not all, there is worse than all this ; be is altogeth*' 
er helpless, and though be is so ; yet, be dotfa notj 
know himself to be so. , 

O my Friends, this hatli been the travail of my.^ 
soul this day among you, that we may all come to 
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bave a sense of our helpless state, of our poor and 
lotv estate' Thf re ta no doubt but if we are poor 
enough, God will enrich us; there is no question 
but if tve Lave a rii^ht sense of our own weakness, 
we shall be supplifd with strength : for there is 
streugtb mou^U, and power and suflicieDcy enough 
in him, as. bath been tesliRed this day. ' Help is 
laid upon ftiu; that is mighty to save,' even to the 
uttermost: t>in who are saved by him? all they 
that come uiilu God by him, they know strength, 
jbey know lidp. and power, and assistance' from 
bi»T. Bat hire is the unhappiness of the world in 
this our day, as it was in the days of old ; ' Christ 
Wiis ill the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not : He came to bis own, 
(that was the Jews,) and his own received his not.' 
The Jews were his peculiar people : it is true, all 
the world was his, both Jew and Gentile, that is by 
the right of creation, but the Jews were bis in a 
more peculiar manner: 'You have I known, sailh 
He, of all the nations and fainilies of (he earth : I 
have not dealt with other nations as I have dealt 
with you :' He ga^e his law aod statutes to Israel, 
they were bis peculiar people, and Christ owned 
them aa such. We have upon recor<l in the holy 
scripture, a large history of the noble acts of the 
Lord, and of the wonderful things that bis iniglity 
arm wrought for that people; he signalized his 
lope and favour, and magnified his name and power 
amongst them ; yet when our Lord Jesus came to 

* them, (his own) ' his own received him not ;' and 
because ihey did not receife him, they fell short of 
the glory of God ; they did not believe in, nor fol- 

, low the Captain of our salvation, who was made 
perfect through sufferings : they did not come under 
his banner, that they might resist the devil, and 
overcome the world, and be more than conquerors ; 
nor did they fight the good (iRhV oi Ww'a, 'ia-i^ *«^ 
' pt Uy hold on eternal lite -, \.\»e^ *SA tosV vs* 
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;the Iicavenly race, (vnz.) so run as lo obtain th«' 
crown, they did not accomplish the work they were 
called lo, aad ilie reason was, ' Tbcy did out come 
to Cbrist, nor would ihey receive him upon whom 
help was laid.' And this is the sin and misery of 
;the world in this our age and geneiation. ' They 
ill not oome to Christ that they might have life, 
and have it abundantly.' God bath a regard to all ' 
the works of his hands, more especially to the sons 
and daughters of men : He is not willing that uijr 
should perish, but that all should come to repen- 
tance, and to the knowledge of the truth, diat thtr 
may he saved : to such as receive Christ, (who is 
the gin of God) to them be givetb power to becoioe 
the sons of God : iT you receive Christ, you eball 
have power communicated to your souls. 

But what power is it that we want, may some say f 
what do we want power for, and strength for? what 
do we need help Tor? O it is to resist Ihe devil, Iff 
make war against the enemy of our souls : we bavs 
a subtle and potent enemy to war withal: 'Tour 
adversary the devil tike a roaring lion goes about 
•jsonlinually seeking whom he may devour.' Are 
! f^ou Bflt sensible of bis temptations every day f do 
^ou tiiit observe how be prevails over tbe world 
thatlies in wickedness, and destroys the sons and 
daughters of men .'' such as drink iniquity like wa- 
ter, and sin as it were with cart-ropes ; such as let J 
loose the reins to their luels, and take their ewiog 
in tbe pleasures and vanities of the world, not re- 
membering they must give an account at Cbritil'fi 
tribunal for whatsoever they had done in tbe body, 
whether it be good or evil : these are they that tbf 
decil, the enemy of our souls, makes a prey of: 
^ He goes about continually, seeking whom Ite may. 
destroy,' Blessed are tbey that are delivered from 
bis snares : he hath gins aud traps to entangle men 
and women in; he matters not what it b. so ii be 
made a snare to ttiem. He seeks to make ihrir 
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table a snare, tlieir trade a snare, and tbeir compa- 
ny a snare. Therefore it concerns you allto watch 
and pray, that you enter not into temptaiion. 

Man (as I said) is a poor weak helpless creature, 
yet he U apt to pride himself in his own strength, 
and to value himself upon his own wisdom, and parts, 
uid knowledge, and experience, and to esteem him- 
self highly (or his riches, honour and grandeur in 
the world, he values himself upon the account of 
these things which will not prove advantageous to 
liim in a day of trial. VVhen the enemy asTauUs, 
' none of these things can defend from his tempta- 
tions, none of these things can secure us; no, after 
alJ, we arc not able to save and defend ourselves 
from the wiles and stratagems of that old serpent: 
we have no power or sufficiency, we cannot so much 
as think a good thought, much less do a good act 
of ourselves. 

Well, therefore did our Lord and Saviour say, 
' what I say unto you, I say unto all, watch :' it great- 
ly concerns you all lo be a watchful and a praying 
people ; therefore watch and pray continually, for all 
the time thai we are off from our duty, we are ob- 
nosious to the enemy x we ought always to be upon 
our guard, and to stand ready armed, that we may 
resist and defeat him in alt his attacks. This is 
the great duty of a christian, entirely to depend 
upon the Lord, who is always graciously present 
with bis people that trust in hmi, that are sensible 
'of their own weakness and poverty, and tow estate, 
without him ; he is present with such an humble 
soul, that is vile in bis own eyes, and hath nothing 
of tiis own to rely upon ; we must nut think to live 
indepcndanlly as if we bad a sufficiency in ourselves, 
but we must always depend upon the Lord, that 
we may have fresh supplies from Him. We must, 
in all our conflicts wita our spiritual enemies, wait 
to have fresh recruits from Christ, who is the Cap- 
of our salvation, else we shall sustain loss and 
12 
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damage. Now there is help laid upon Him, that 
is the mighty One. ihe Lord Jesus Christ, who ia 
appointed of the Father, for salvation to the ends 
of ihe earth, there is a gracious invitation to all 
the endi of the earth, to look unto him that they 
may be saved. This is that which 1 ivould press 
you all to, to come where there is all-Eufificient 
power and ability to help us. I have told yooi 
already, it is not in ourselves, therefore we must 
not depend upon ourselves, upon our own wisdom, 
ind strength, our dwn parts, and acquirements, w^ 
rusl not go there, we must not have a dependanc^ 
ion any of these things, but our trust and depen- 
nce must he upon the Lord Jesus Christ, upoa 
whom help is laid : they that come to him shall not 
want strength to save and defend them against all 
the attacks and assaults of the enemy, and the oppo- 
sitions that they meet withal: He is able and will- 
ing to save to the uttertnost, all thai come unto 
God by him. Now we cannot come to God, but 
by Christ, and none can come to Christ, except the 
Fattier which hath sent him draw them, and we can- 
not come to God as our Father, and in the name of 
Christ our mediator, but by the help and assistance 
of the holy Spirit who maketh intercession for the 
saints, according to the will of God. Man by sin 
bath darkened his own mind, and clouded bis un- 
derstanding, that he canno^ see the glory of God, 
nor come to the true knowledge of God and Jesus 
Christ, which ia life eternal, till God is pleased by 
his Spirit to enlighten him, and reveal himself in 
" im, and to bim : now the way whereby God dis- 
)vers his mind to man, is two-fold, without and 
ithin. The holy Scriptures without : and the holy 
^irit within. 

First, we may learn from without what a veil there 
hath been over the understandings of the children 
of men, that ihey could not sec the glory of God. 
""Bat bis arm is not shortened that it cannot save,' 
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no, ' ills your iniquities that hatblseparated between 
yoii and your God,' ibis we learn rtoin ibe Scrip- 
tures vvitnout u;. 

Second, but there is a further discovery made to 

lis from within, the Spirit of the Lordconvincethus 

of sin, and shews us elTectually, that it is oitr sins 

titat have made a breach between God and m, and 

have provoked him to hide his face from us, and to 

shut up his bowels against ub; therefore if we 

wuuid draw nigh to God, and have bitn draw nigh 

>, and hft up the li^bt of his countrnance upon 

'emustnot liuganJ embrace our sins, but we 

i love what God loves, and hate what God hates, 

submit to the sceptre and government of Christ, 

who is of lifflit our sovereign Lord, as well as our 
Saviour. 'But those mine enemies (sailh be) that 
will not that I should reign over them, bring them 
forth and slay them before me.' This is that teati- 
niony which the Spirit of the Lord is ready to give 
you, when you are convinced of your sins, and have 
a sight and sense of them; you must when you 
shall have a call from God by bis Spirit, do as Paul 
did, who was not disobedient to the lieavenly vision. 
You must not consult with flesh and blood, but with 
full purpose of heart cleave to the Lord, for if you 
continue in sin after conviction, you will grieve the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby you might be sealed 
to the day of redemption, and then a curtain of 
darkness will be drawn between God and your souls ; 
this is according to the testimony of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, 'My spirit shall not always strive with man.' 
Though the loving kindness of God is exceeding 
great, yet it is many times withdrawn, when it meete 
wilb ungrateful entertainment from the sons and 
daughters of men, when they grieve the holy Spirit 
of God, and live in those sins which by tlie light in J 
their own consciences they are condemnea for.  
When you are condemned in yourselves funder self I 
^^^ndemnation) how can you ever expect to be jus- ^ 
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tified by Christ ? I testify to you on God's ^balf. 
those persons tbat are condemned here, shall be con- 
demned bereafter; and those that are now justifi- 
ed, shall be hereafter glorified; the same God chat 
justifietb, condemneth also. Those that do well, 
shall be answered with a well done ; and those tbat 
do evil, shall sulTer evil, and be senlenced to tbc 
vengeance of eternal fire, and the wtalh of God 
shalTcome upon tbem, to the uttermost. O blessed 
are they that believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
Kve righteously, soberly, and godly, in this present 
«vil woHd, and escape th« pollutions of it, and are 
holy in all manner of conversation ; nho so live, 
that ibe light of Christ in their own consciences doth 
not condemn them. They have no cause to despond 
at all : though (he Lord may hide his face fiam 
tliem for a moment, they bave enough to stay tbeir 
souls upon ; the Lord will be nigh to them vrbea 
trouble is near, and lift up the light ofhis counte- 
nance upon them. If thou ail nut condemned hy 
ibe light of Christ within, though thou ait in a low 
and desolate state, in a helpless condition, be nnl 
discouraged, there is help laid upon one tbat is 
mighty, that is able to save to the uttermost, all that- 
come unto God by him. O my Friends, if we have f 
no stock of our own to trade with, or depend upon* 
let us covet and seek after the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, and let us rejuice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the llcsb. Art thou poor and 
destitute, and bast nothing of ihlne own to rely upon? 
O keep in thy slate of poverty, there Is blessiog 
pronounced to that state, ' Blessed are the poor ill 
Spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ;' he thftl 
is so poor as to have nothing at all, be that is etript 
of all, and hath nothing to live uptn, he halh enough 
to live upon, he hath enough tl'he be rich in ratlli, 
for be is heir of the kingdom, and shall enjoy an 
inheritance with the saints in light. There are 
,_. many that are poor in this world, and have nothinp 
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atali, and know not what they aball subsist oh by to- 
morrow. Tliis i^ an emblem of that condition, that 
the Lord is bringing hia people into ; they have no 
stock of ibeir own to live upon. No, not so much 
as may serve for a present supply. This is the 
lesson that they are to learn, to hve by faith upon 
Divine Providence, for the just shall live by f^th. 
' The Lord God is a sun and a shield, he will give 
grace and* glory, and no good thing will be wilh- 
hwld from them that walk uprighlJy.' 

It concerns you highly to be a believing people, 
to live by faith and not by sight ; and to walk wor- 
thy of the Lord in all well-pleasing : You must 
lay aside all props, and wholly depend upon the 
Lord, for he will never fail yuu nor forsake you. 

1 have an exercise upon my spirit, and my soul 
is in travail for a people that are afflicted, shaken 
and tossed, as in a tempest, this very day : 1 would 
not have such despond, nor be disquieted, nor theic 
souls cast down within tbem ; but hope in God, 
who will be a present help in trouble, O let such 
lay hold on that precious promise left upon rerord, 
th&t they might nave strong consolation : Isa. lir. 
II, 'O thou afflicted and tossed with a tempest, 
and not comforted; behold I will lay thy slunes 
with fair colours, and lay iby foundations with 
sappblres.' You know there is no foundation upon 
the sea (where the tossing is) for a man to build on, 
and in a tempest or storm there is no comfort ; but 
God bath graciously promised to those that are so 
afflicted, tossed and shaken, as in a tempest, that 
'be wilt comfort such, and lay their loundalion 
with sapphires.' If you keep yourselves frgm sfiir- 
condemnation, and sinning against the light of 
Christ witbin you, you shall enjoy this privilege &nd 
blessing promised. He that feeds the young ravens 
that cry to him, and clothes the lillies of the field, 
^that toil nut, neither do they spin ; yet Solomon lo 
IL his glory was not arrayed Like one of the&ti. U.^ 
 12* 
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will t&ke eare of such as cast tbcir care upoo bini i 
SThcrefore trust in bim, and depend upon bim, 
ivitbout whose providence a sparrow falls not to 
"^e gruund. He will provide for those that love 
md fear him, and hope in his mercy, and be will 
B them all things richly to enjoy. The fear of 
i is an excellent grace, and a rich treasure. ' O 
r the Lord, j-e bia saints, (sailh the royal Psalm- 
it,) for there is no want to ihem that- fear him : 
^e young lions do lark and sufier hunger, hut they 
Aial seek the Lord shall not want any good tbiog: 
Z'he angel of the Lord encampeth round ahout 
^ose that fear bim, and delivereth them.' Tbe 
vidence of God willjiurround them, and salva- 
I shall be for walls and bulwarks round about 
m, and bis almighty arm will uphold and defend 
m. There is no time to be wilbout fear ; I 
fcould have you put it borne to yourst- Ivea : Con- 
sider how many hours in the day. and bow many 
minules in every hour, you have been without tbis 
poly fear of God. They that are one minute wilb- 
 jmt tbis fear, do brcali that holy precept that com- 
f Biandetb us to fear always: Such persons lay thetn- 
ves open to the enemy : Blessed are they that 
r always. 'The fear of the I*ord is the begin- 
ing of wisdom.' Tbis is that wbicb will make U3 
ueful to please him, and fill us n-ith a holy dread, 
Nt we should ofTend bim. Those that fear the 
lord, he will encompass them with bis favour as 
i^ith a shield, he will speak peace to them at their 
town lying, and 611 Ihem with tbe joy of bia salva- 
 in at Ibeir up-rising. It is our great duty lo lo«e 
e Lord with all our hearts, with all our souls, with 
mind, and with all our might, and lo fear 
i Lord not with a servile fear, but with a filial 
■^child-like) fear, that is a concomitant of love, such 
^V'love as is ambitious to serve bim, and will coa- 
ff MttHo us to keep his command men Is. Tu such as 
are h a stale of poverty, humility and holy (ear, I 
tbe Itord wiU dispense bia bV^ta&in^, w4, s^ihiylj 
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bis mercies; and be will bless thpm, and thpir 
pi'Sterity after tbetii, and Ibey shall slicw forth iii:i 
praise from one generafion to another. These ste 
the sincere Christians, IsrselKes indeed, (like Na- 
thaniel) in whom ihere is no guile. The apostle Paul 
tells us such are true Jews ; ' For be is not a Jew 
that is one outwardly, neither is thai circumcisinn 
which is outward in the llesb ; but be is a Jew which 
is one inwardlj', and circumcision is (hat which is 
of the heart, m the spirit, and not in ihe letter, 
vbose praise is not of men but of God.' These 
are such as rfjoiee in Christ Jrsus, ' and have no 
confidence in the flesh.' These arc the ' sheep of 
Christ, that bear his voice and follow him,' The 
great Shepherd of the sheep will feed ihem, and 
make abundant provision for them, and lead them 
unlo living fountains of water, and they shall lie 
down in the pastures of life, and enjoy an everlast- 
ing rest. 

Therefore, ' Fear not, litlle flock, (saith Ibe gcod 
Shepherd,! it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you a kingdom ;' a kingdom thai cannot be 
shaken, an everlasting kingdom, andacrawn of life, 
a iTown that is incorruptible, thut fadeth not away. 
Wow my Friends, all (hose that are chosen and 
sanctified by God the Father, preserved in Christ 
Ji'SU9, and called of God, and led by the Spirit of 
God. as the children of God ; these are such as 
glorify God on earth, and shall be for ever glorified 
in heaven, where they shall join with the general 
assembly and church of tlje first-born, who are writ- 
ten in heaven, and with the innumerable company 
of angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect, 
where they shall sing balUlujalis, and sound forth 
Ibe praises of the eternal blessed God, sajing, 
'Blessing, honour, gioiy, puwer he imlo liiin that 
sits Upon the throne, and to iheLaiiib, for ever and 
ejer.' Amen. 
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tbe Ue&veiily race, (viz.) so run as to ofitain tbe 
crown, they did not accomplish tbe work they were 
called to, aod tlie reason was, ' They did aot corae 
to Christ, nor would they receive him upon whom 
help was laid.' And this is the sin and miserv of 
tbe world in this our age and geneiBtion. * They 
will not come to Chri.st that they might have life) 
and have it abundantly.' God hath a regard to all 
'the works of his hands, more especially to the sons 
and daughters of men: He is not witling that any. 
should perish, but that all should come to repen- 
tance, and to the knowledge ofthe (ruth, tfaat tfa^ 
may be saved : to such as receive Christ, (who is 
the gift of God) to them.he giveth power to become 
the sons of God : if you receive Christ, you shall 
have power communicated to your souls, 

Bui what power is it that we want, may some say f 
what do we want power for, and strength for ? what 
do we need help for ? O it is to resist the devil, lo 
make war against the enemy of our souls : we havt 
asubtle aod potent enemy to war wiihal : *Tour 
adversary tbe devil like a roaring Hon goes about 
•icenLinually seeking whom he may devour.' Are 
l^^ou HAt sensible of his temptations every day f do 
you, Jjfat observe bow be prevails over the world 
iharlies in wickedness, and dcstro\'3 the sons and 
daughters of men .'' such as drink iniquity like wit- 
ter, and sin as it were with cart-ropes ; such «s let 
loose ihe reins to their lusts, and take their swifi{f 
in the pleasures and vanities of the world, not K* 
raembering they must give an account at Cbrist'e 
tribunal for whatsoever they had done in Ihe body, 
Rvbetber it be good or evil : these are they that Ulo 
ilevil, the enemy of our souls, makes a prey of: 
' He goes about continually, seeking whom be ratf 
destroy,' Blessed are they that are delivered from 
his snares : he bath gins and traps to entangle men 
and women in; be matters not what il b. so >l b^ 
nade a suore to them, tic seeks to aiakc tbcrr 



^tSm^^sDafe, llieir trade a snare, aiitl their compa- 
ny a snare. Tlierefore it concerns you all to watch 
and pray^that you enter not into temptation. 

Man (as I said) is a poor weak helpless creature, 
yet he is apt to pride himself in his own strength, 
and to palue himself upon his own wisdom, and parts, 
and knowledge, and experience, and to esteem him- 
self highly for his riches, honour and grandeur in 
the world, he values himself upon the account of 
these things which will not prove advantageous to 
liiui in a day of trial. When the enemy assaults, 
"Tione of these things can defend from his tempta- 
tions, none of these things can secure us ; no, after 
all, we are not able to save and defend oui-selves 
from the wiles and stratagems of that old serpent: 
we have no power or sufficiency, we cannot so much 
as think a good thought, much less do a good act 
of ourselves. 

Well, therefore did our Lord and Saviour say, 
' what I say unto you, I say unto all, watch :' it great- 
ly concerns you all to be a watchful and a praying 
people ; therefore watch and pray continually, for all 
the time that we are off from our duty, we arc ob- 
Doxious to the enemy : we ought always to be upon 
our guard, and to stand ready armed, that we may 
resist and defeat him in all bis attacks. This is 
the great duty of a christian, entirely to depend 
upon the Lord, who is always graciously present 
with his people that trust in him, that are sensible 
'of their own weakness and poverty, and low estate, 
without him ; he is present with sucJi an humble 
soul, that is vile in his own eyes, and hath nothing 
of his own to rely upon ; we must not think to live 
independantly as if wehadasufficiencyin uuraelves, 
but we must always depend upon the Lord, that 
we may have fresh supplies from Him. We must, 
in all our conflicts witli our spiritual enemies, wait 
to have fresh recruits from Christ, who is the Cap- 
fuoof om wlFation, else we shall sustain loss and 
12 
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dsmage. Now there is help laid upon Hiiii, that 
is the migbty One, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
appointed of the Father, for salvation to the ends 
of the earth, there is a gracious invitation to all 
the ends of the earth, to look unto him that thej^ 
may be saved. This is that which I would press 
you all to, to come where there is all-sufficient , 
power and ability to help us. I have lold youl 
already, it is not in ourselves, therefore we musr 
Dot depend upon ourselves, upon our own wisdom, 
and strength, our Own parts, and acquirements, w^ 
must not go there, we must not have a dependanc^ 
upon any of these things, but our trust and depen- 
dance must be upon the Lord Jesus Christ, upon 
whom help is laid : they that come to him shall not 
want strength to save and defend them against all 
the attacks and assaults of the enemy, and the oppo- 
sitions that they meet withal: He is able and will- 
ing to save to the utlevmosi, all that come unto 
God by him. Now we cannot come to Cod, but 
•by Christ, and none can come to Christ, except the 
father which hath sent him draw them, and we can- 
Hot come to God as our Father, and in the name of 
I'.Chrisl our mediator, but by the help and assistance 
of the holy Spirit who maketh intercession for the 
saints, according to the will of Gud. Man by sin 
bath darkened bis own mind, and clouded bis un- 
.derstanding, that he cannof see the glory of GoJ, 
or come to the true knowledge of God and Jesus 
Ihrist, which is life eternal, till God is pleased by 
'e Spirit to enlighten him, and reveal hiniself in 
tn>, and to bim : now the way whereby God di^ 
vere his mind to man, is two-fold, without and 
_, bin. The holy Scriptures without : and the holy 
Spirit within. 

First, we may learn from widiout what a veil there 
hatb been over the understandings of the children 
cf men, that they could not see the glory of God. 
'Bat bis arm is not shortened that it cannot save/ 



oa, ' il.is j'our iniquities that halb|5eparated between 
you and your God,' this we iearn fioin the Scrip- 
lures wilhuut u^. 

Second, but there is a. farther discovery made tg 
U3 from wiihin, the Spirit of ihe Lord (torivincctli us 
of sio, and shews us effectually, thai it is oitr sins 
thai have made a breach between God and us, and 
liave provoked him lohide hi» face from u?, and to 
iihut up hij bowels against us; therefure If we 
would draw nigh to God, and have him draw nigh 
'o us, and lift up the li^ht of his countenance upon 
Us, weniust not liugana emhrace our sins, but we 
must love what God loves, and hate what God hates, 
and submit to the sceptre and jrovernment ofChrist, 
who is of light our sovereign Lord, as well as our 
Saviour. 'But those mine enemies (sailh he) that 
wilt not that [ should reign over them, bring them 
forth and ^lay them before me.' This is that testi- 
mony which the Spirit of the Lord is ready to give 
you, when you are convinced of your sins, and have 
a sight and sense of them; you must when you 
shall have a call from God by his Spirit, do as Paul 
did, who was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. 
Yoa must not consult with flesh and blood, but with 
full purpose of heart cleave to the Lord, for if you 
contmue in sin afler conviction, you will grieve the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby you might be sealed 
to the day of redemption, and then a curtain of 
darkness will be drawn between God and your souls ; 
this is accordingto the testimony of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, 'My spirit shall not always strive with man,' 
Though the loving kindness of God is exceeding 
great, yet it is many times withdrawn, when it meete 
with ungrateful entertainment from the sons »nd 
daughters of men, when they grieve the holy Spirit, 
of God, and live in those sins which by the li^ht in 
their own consciences they are condemned for. 
When you are condemned in yourselves fundcr self 
— iemnation) how can you ever expect to be jus*^ 
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damage. Now (here is help laid upon Hii^, tbat 
15 the mighty One. the Lord Jesus Christ, who ia 
appointeJ of the Father, for salvation to the ends 
of the earth, there is a gracious invitation to all 
the ends of (he earth, to look unto him Ibat thej 
may be saved. This is that which 1 would press 
I joii all to, lo come where there is all-sufficient 
^Hi .|>ower and ability to help us. 1 have told youft 
Hv /already, it is not in ourselves, therefore we mi<=^ 
^E^ aot depend upoD ourselves, upon our owu wisdoi 
^F jHid strength, our Own parts, and acquirements, we» 
K* . must not go there, we must not have a dependance* 
P upon any of these things, but our trust and depen- 
' dance must be upon the Lord Jesus Christ, upon 
' whom help is laid : they that come to him shall not 
want strength to save and defend them against all 
the attacks and assaults of ihe enemy, and iTie oppo- 
sitions that ihey meet withal : He is able and will- 
ing to save to the uttermost, all that come unto 
God by him. Now we cannot come lo God, but 
^- ™bv Christ, and none can come to Christ, except the 
_Jfather which bath sent him draw ihem, and we can- 
SAetcome to God as our Father, and in the name of . 
^^hrist our mediator, but by the help and assistance 
of the holy Spirit who niaketh intercession for the 
saints, according to the will of God. Man by sin 
hath darkened his own mind, and clouded his un- 
derstanding, that he cannot see the glory of God, 
3 of Go'   
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nor come to the true knowledge of God and Jesus 
Christ, which is life eternal, tilt God ia pleased by 
liis Spirit to enlighten him, and reveal himself in 
biiD, and to him : now ihe way whereby God di» 
ivera bis mind to man, is two-fold, without and 
ithin. The holy Scriptures without : and the holy 
Spirit within. 

First, we may learn from without what a veil there 
hath been over the understandings of the children 
of men, that they could not see the gloiy of God. 
'£ul his arm is not shortened that it cannot save,' 
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AOr "it.isj'our itiiquilies that halhlsep&rsted between 
you and your God,' tliis we learn from iLe Scrip- 
tures wilnout us. 

Second, but there is a further disroveiy made to 
113 from within, the Spirit of the Lordconvincelhus 
of sin, and nhcws us efTcctualiy, (hat it is otir sins 
thai have made a breach between God and lis, and 
have provoked him to hide hi^ face from us, and to 
Miut up \m bo^vels against Ui; therefore If we 
ivould draw nigh to God, and have him draw nigh 
)o us, and lift up the light of his uounlrnnnce upon 
us, wemustnot huganJ embrace our sins, but ive 
iDU^t love what God loves, and hale what God hates, 
and submit to the sceptre and government of Christ, 
who is of right our sovereign Lord, as welt us owr 
Saviour. 'Hut ibosD mine enemies (sailh he) that 
will not that I should reign over them, bring ihem 
forth and slay ihem before me.' This is that testi- 
mony which the Spirit of the Lord is ready to give 
you, when you are convinced of your sins, and have 
a sight and sense of them ; you must when you 
shall have a call from God by his Spirit, do as Paul 
did, who was not disobedient to the neavenly vision. 
Tou must not consult with Sesb and blood, but witti 
full purpose of heart cleave to the Lord, for if you 
continue in sin after conviction, you will grieve the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby you might be sealed 
to the day of redemption, and then a curtain of 
darkness will be drawn between God and your souls ; 
this is according to the testimony of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, 'My spirit shall not always strive with maiL.' 
Though the loving kindness of God is exceeding 
great, yet it is many times withdrawn, when it meetE 
with ungrateful euteitainment from the sons wid 
daughters of men, when they grieve the holy Spirit 
of God, and live in those sins which by the light in 
their own consciences they are condemned for. 
When you are condemned in yourselves funder self 

mdemu^n^gw can you ever expect to be jus- 
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proceeds furlher, and says, 'To whom is the arin 
of the Lard revealeij ?' And tben proceeds to 

gve an accounl how tbe wicked did look upoa 
hrist, this arm of the Lord, be that was to be 
thi-ir Saviour j ' He was rejected and despise^ ' 
(saitli ihe prophet ;} for he shall grow up before 
Iiim as a. tender plaot, and an a root out of a dty 
fi;ronnd ; He hath no form or comeliness, and whemi 
%e shall see him, there is no beauty that we sboidd 
■desire hitn j he is despised and rejected of men, s 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and we 
iiid as it were our fares from him ; he was despised 
aind we esteemed him not.' CbHst Jesus was 
man of sorrows, but when tliey say he was n 

', beautiful, and had no Form or comeliness, thej' ^ve 
« wrrtng account of him. 

.'  Observe the prophet personates ihe wicked as 

* Veil as the righteous, thereby to make a discovery 
fo the children of men, and that there might be a 
fight understanding. The prophet did not believe 

I there was no beauty in him, ' But that he was alto- 
^ther lojvely, and beautiful, and to be desired.' 
He was the only means whereby salvaliun could be 
J>rocured to mankind, he was the most excellent 
^ aiighty lo save;' yet the wicked 'despised 
vim, rejected him, and hid their faces from him :' 

, tnd so ibey do now. If I should speak after tbe 
[fanner of men, the Lord Jesus Christ hath no 
feauty in him, no form or comeliness, why they 
*lould desire him ; but this is the pride and arro- 
IftDce of man, the wickedness of man, that doth 
I despise Christ, for you may remember Ihe 
lostie John, and tliose in his day, looked upon 
Ifcrisi in another manner, they saw his brauly, 
S'he Word was made llcsb and dwelt among uj, 
and we beheld his glory, the glory of the only be- 

folten of the Father, full of ^acc and Iruih.' 
here was beauty and escellency in him, and you 
ma^ observe how tbe church of old, sets Christ 
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ftt sll, and know not vrbat tbey sball subsist oh by to- 
morrow. TtiU is an emblem of that condition, that 
the Lord is bringing bii people into ; they bare no 
stock of tlieir own to live upon. No, not so mncii 
as may serre for a present supply. This is the 
l«.sson Ihai they are to learn, to live by faith upon 
Divine Providence, for the just shall live by faith. 
' The Lord God is a sun antt a shield, he will give 
grace and'glory, and no good thing will he with- 
buld Tram them that walk uprightly.' 

It concerns yon highly to be a believing people, 
to live by faith and not by sight ; and to walk wor- 
thy of the Lord in all well -pleasing ; You must 
lay aside all props, and wholly depend upon the 
Lord, for he will never fail you nor forsake you. 

1 have an exercise upon my spirit, and my soul 
is in travail for a people that are afflicted, shaken 
and tossed, as in a tempest, this very day : I would 
not have such despond, nor be disquieted, nor their 
souls cast down within them ; but hope in God, 
who vrill be a present help in trouble. O let such 
lay bold on that precious promise left upon record, 
that they might have strong consolation : fsa. liv. 
1[, 'O thou afflicted and tossed wiib a tempes^ 
and not comforted; behold I will lay thy stonea 
with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with 
sapphires.' Vou know there is no foundation upon 
tbe sea (where the tossing h) for a man to build on, 
and in a tempest or storm there is no comfort ; but 
God hath graciously promised to those that are so 
afflicted, tossed and shaken, as in a tempest, that 
' be will comfort such, and lay their ioundation 
with sapphires.' If you keep yourselves from self- 
condemnation, and sinning against tbe light of 
Christ within you, you shall enjoy this privilege and 
blessing promised. He that feeds the young ravens 
that cry to him, and clothes the lillies of the field, 
that toil not, neither do tbey spin ; yet Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one ijt Vbsi^, ^e. 
12" 
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repealed ?' This Jesus have you known bim ? Ar?! 
you acquainted witb him .^ Do yuu know his- re- 
vealing to your aouisi' I cannot tell, sailh one, 
how doth he appear ? How is he revealed? H^i 
conies by bis Spirit, by his light and trulh into tbyi 
heart ; and when be come?, the first work he doth, 
be discovers thy sin and reproves thee for it. Tfojl, 
that know the Lord Jesus Christ, it may be said m 
you that he U revealed in you, and be is visiting^ 
of you. 

But tbis is sucb an unpleasant way to the nicked, 
(hat love their sins, that delight in the pleasures of 
the world, when Christ comes thus, then they will 
hide their faces from bim, they do not desire btio, 
they reject him, they do that which binders Ibe 
work of his Spirit in their souls, and in ihe hearts 
of many of the children of men. Thus they despise 
Christ, and reject him, 

Therefore whenever he is revealed to you, do as 
file spouse did of old, seek al^er bim, open lb« 
door of your hearts to him, and let him in ; for be 
stands there, as was hinted of old. '■ Open to me* 
my sister, my love, my dove, my undefilcd ; for mjr 
head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops 
of the night.' This implies that Christ wails tjpoa 
the children of meni in the night of their darkness i 
and unregeneracy. How doth tbis concur with the 
gospel and evangelical testimony ? When the 
apostle John wrote unto the churches of Asia, be 
tells you, that Christ stands at the door of the 
heart. 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to bim and will sup with bim, and he 
with me ; and I will make my abode with him, and , 
dwell with him.' Thus you see bow the prophets 
Uid apostles do concur in their testimony. 

The Lord Jesus Christ hath been pleased to 
open tbis dispensation to us, and to make us paita- 
Ae/v of it, 1 mean of the spirituality of it : For 
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.._B batb been a long time a proression of Christ 
tnd Christianity in the world for above sixteen 
hundred* years, yea, almost seventeen hundred 
fears; but it hatli fallen out so with some people, 
ibat they have looked more outwardly than mward. 
Ijr ; they have ' looked at Christ Jesus as at a dis- 
tance when be is near to ihem ;' So that it is an 
Absolutely necessary doctrine and testimony to be 
Reached to the world in our day and age, that 
people might be mindful of the inward voice of 
Christ to their souls, that whea he speaks, they 
might hear ; and when he knocks they might open 
to him. But this hath been wanting amongst us, 
this hath been a loss and great misery thai hath 
come upon the children of men. 

It is 'the great mercy and love of God' in this 
latter age of the world, that he hath opened the 
dispensation of the gospel, in the nature and the 
maimer of it, for the good and benefit of his peo- 
ple, if tbey would mind it and regard it. For sal- 
vation and eternal life to their souls, can come no 
other way to their souls ; can come no other way but 
in and by the Lord Jesus Christ, and you must all 
receive ic in the way that God hath ordained it; 
God hath sent his Son into the world to be a Sa- 
viour : And it was prophesied of him most signifi- 
cantly, that the Lord would give him for a 'light 
to the people.' I may say most significantly, for 
the people have been in darkness, and many are 
so still ; and this was the right way, but it was refus- 
ed and rejected by many of the children of men ; 
the people that are in darkness reject this way and 
despise this way. So did they of old, they rebelled 
against the light, they knew not the way of it, nor 
lived in obeflience ; yet the prophets prophesied 
nevertheless, after this, that Cnrist should be givea 
as a light and witness to the people, that he might 
be ' for salvation to the ends of the earth ;' so that 
Ute .|^08fel testimony and message is, that Jesus 
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Christ, the eternal Son of God, is ' the true l^iC 
which lightetb evei-y luan (hat comelb into the 
world.' Though be hath been despised Tind re- 
jected, we must follow the line of the prupbeta uu)' 
apostles, and of Christ himself; and preach salvs^ 
tion in no other way, and in no other name tltait 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is lbs* 
way the prophets foretold, ami the apostles wit' 
nessed ; yet \vc have much ado to reconcile peoplaj 
to this doctrine of Christ, and the day of Gotf*s 
visitation. 

, Many, instances might be given from the bol^ 
Scripture, that this was the way wherein God did 
visit the children of men, Luke i. 67 : ' Zachariaa 
^vas filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied any- 
fng. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for be bsib 
visited and redeemed his people, and he hatb raised 
up an horn ofsalvation for us in the bouse of hisser- 
yant David- And Ibou child shall be called the- 
.prophet of the Highest, for thou shaltgo before tbe 
face of the Lord, to prepare his ways, fo giie 
knowledge of salvation unlo his people, by the 
remission of their sins, through the tender mercy 
of our God, whereby the day-spring from on high 
hath visited us ; to give light to them that sit m 
darkness, and in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet in the way of peace.' We read all these 
things in ibe Scripture, that the Ijord Jesus Christ 
is sent into the world to be a Saviour to the chil- 
dren of men ; yet they did not mind bim : ' He 
OBJne to his own, and his own received bim noU' 
And when he was to leave the world, he proposed 
it to bis disciples for their comfort : 'Neverlheless 
Itell you the truth ; it is expedient for you ibal I 
go away ; for if I go not away, the Cbmfoiter will ' 
not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will send 
iiim to you; and I will pray the Father, and be " 
idiall give you another Comforter, that he m»y 
' 'ibide with yo> for ever, even the Spirit of truth, 
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im llie world cannot receive, because it seeth i 

him not, ni^ither knowelb bim ; but ye know him, 
for be dwelleth in jou, and shall be in you. Cbnst 1 

is the light of the world ; but this is the condemna- 
tion, that light is come into the ivorid, and men 
love darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
are evil ;' they do not love the light, because their 
deeds will be made maniTest, that they are not 
Wrought in God. 

L^e light of Ihe Spirit of Christ hatb a won- 
derful inituence and operation on the hearts of 
mankind, a wonderM authority over them. It ts a 
discemerof the thoughts and intents of the heart; 
far as the light of the sun outwardly makesadis> 
covery of visible things, so the inward light of the 
Hon ofGod makes a discovery of the invisible things. 
The light of Christ discovers that which no roan's 
eye can see. When the light of Christ comes into 
my soul, it is to convince me of my sins. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and be en- 
lightens every man iTiat comelh into the world; 
90 Ihat this concurs with the great testimony of the 
iiposlles themselves. Saith Paul, the apostle of 
the Gentiles, ' God hath made of one blood all 
nations for to dwell on the face of the earth, aQd 
be hath given them their times, and their seasons, 
that they might seek the Lord.' He speaks thij 
tu the men of Athens. All people are visited, all 
nations are of one blood, whether they be Indians 
or Ethiopians, or of what country soever they be. 
The Lord Jt-sus Christ, Ihe Sun of righteousness, 
doth shine upon them, and will illuminate them, as 
the sun in the lirmanient doth by his bright beaoiE 
enlighten ihe worid, 

So that, my Friends, this divine light and truth is 
a iDostooble and excellent thing. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ hatli opened to our souls Ills everlasting gos- 

', his excetlentand glorious gospel; his gospel that 
the glad tidings of saivatioQ, and reveals ta 
13* 
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I ^s the Lord Jesus Glirisl to be ihe Saviour of tfael 

K'l'frorld. You know that 'Life and ttntnortatity tft 

•brought to light by the gospel.' The Apostles in 

J'tiieir d&y did preach tlie gospel of Christ under tfah 

r llead, though tl is much out of fashion now a-d&ys, 

* the more is the pity. The Apostles were nio¥ed 

Vilh this testimony when they went to preach tbe 

"•ospei of Christ :sailh the Apostle John, 'Thfa 

ben is the message which we have heard of bimj 

tnd.declare unto you, that God is light; and in bidi 

S no darkness ut all. If we say we havefetlow- 

bihip with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 

|'%ol the truth : but if we w&Ik in theligfat, ssbe bin 

T'ibe light, we have fellowship one with another, and 

I the blood ofJesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 

all sin.' This Apostle writes to young men, children, 

[^nd fathers; to allstates and conditions of ChristJaiw. 

^be Apostle Paul was a most eminent minister* 

ind had a commission from Christ to go and preflcli^ 

&e gospel, both to the Jews and Gentitea. But 

Kirticularly, he was made a minister to preach ihu 

joBpel of Christ to the Gentiles; but how did he go 

forth? what method did he take.'' vthat was bia sub- 

L ^ect ? what was his text ? and what did he design* 

turn people to ? when he was under ex&u- 

biation, he gives an account of his conversioii, 

V the Lord Jesus appeared to him from beaven i^ 
B(nd he was obedient to this heavenly'vision. 1* 
went foith (saith he) immediately to preach lti« 
tospel. How did he do it .■■ what way did be take ? 
I went forth (saith he) * lo turn men from darkness 
te light, and from the power ofsatan to the power 
%r God.' My Friends, this was the gospel he 
breached, Rom. i. 16. ' So much as in me is, [sBiibj 
Rie Apostle) I am ready to preach the p^ospel tcu 
jrou that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed 
J>f the gospel of Christ ; for it is the power of God 
wilo salvation to every one that beheveth, to tha 
^w, and also to tbe Greek.* The Aposlle vou see, 
it itis work to turn men irom oaxkness 
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' '•e I'ght, and from the power of saton to Go(*. ' 
I wnmler ibat tlic gospel sLould not be more ac- 
ceptable to all Clirisiian people, up and down the 
world ; I wonder why it should not go ibrough all 
tbts nation! and why should we not all obey ihc 
light of Christ? 

Oh Friends and people ! I do this day tesitfyin 
the name of iho great God of hravfn and earth, 
that the [lord will esalt this light of the goi'pel of 
Christ, be will gire it victory and renown over 
ft)t. It shall go through all the nations of ihe world. 
We have a prophesy of Isaiah \s, • Arise, shJiie, 
fur tby light is come, and the glory of the Loi'd in 
risen upon thee. For behold darkness shall cover 
thfi earth, and gross darkness the people, but the 
Lord shall arise upon theo, and bts glory shall be 
seen upon tbee ; and the Gentiles shall coiite to Lby ' 
light, and kings to the brij;lilness of thy rising. Lift 
up thine eyes, (saithtbe prophet) look rbund about, 
and see all, they gather themselves together, they 
come to thee : thy sons shall come from far, and 
thy daughters shall be nursed at tliy side ; then 
thou sbalt see, and flow together, and thine heart 
shall fear and be enlarged, because the abundance 
of the sea shall be converted to thee, the forces of 
the Gentiles shall come unlo tbee, the multitudes of 
camels shall cover thee, the drumcdaries of Midian 
and Epha, all they from Sheba shall come ; they 
shall biinggold and incense, and they shall shew 
forth the praises of the Lord. All the flocks of 
Kedar shall be gathered together unto ihee, the 
rams of IVebanutb shall minister unto thee, th«y 
shall come up with acceptance to mine altar, and! 
will glorify the house of my glory.' 

Friends, tbis is a most excellent dispensation 

which the Lord hath given to us; therefore I entreat 

and desire every one, that they be mindful of this 

day of their visitation, and that they would not 

^^Mk only outwardly, but inwardly- The AposA^f 

^■ijit forth preaohipg the Lord Jesus Christ. t^^^^H 
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Wople. Ygu lliat wait fur Clirist, he shall appeBr4 
you. There are many Christians thai es{)ect J 
Ifee coming of Clirisl to be si the end of the world pf 
'nit they do not wait for the coaiiag oftlie power oH 
"'iiist into llit'ir licails nuw. Bill one age may^ 
me, and another age after I hat, before the com-d 
kg ofChrist at ihe end of the world. There 
Diany ages lo come when the Aposiles preached « 
"e coming of ihe Lord being near, and at hand) 
i ApoBile preached of the power and coming < ' 
e Lord Jesus Christ; of his second coming xibtf 
sin lo salvation : the linowledge and expccta* 
ton of tiie coming of Christ is greatly wanting 
mong professing Christians; and I niu^t tell you,' 
It of it hath been the occasion of atl those- 
s and calamities that ai-e come upon the . 
jrld. If people (lid obey the vciie of Christ, it" | 
tould riuickly reelaim them, and reform ihem 
lople are- not filled for it: there are not mailf't 
reachcrs of the corning of Christ, that pi-eacli it^ 

i, even the coming of Christ by .his light Blld.W 
pirit into men's souls. This is looked ujKin hylf 
Htnny as Antishrislian doctrine; they call itenibit-^ 
ind Quakers' doctrine, and the doctrine oft 
e Spirit ; ihey deride il, and mock at il. 
I God knows my soul is sorrowful when 1 consider^'! 
\ how people that are called Christians reject the^ 
JEbt,Bnddodespi;eto the holy Spirit ofGod. TlieseV 
Kings have been the cause of our misery tuid-ll 
hiainity, and will be so more and more, till mem-, 

e into the light and Spirit of the Lord God, 
(tid our Saviour Jesus Christ; tilt Christians liv 
Lher in love and mutual kindness, as those Ihatil 
c led by the Spirit of God, as the children of J 
nd- I 

Now I would offer this, and tenderly recommend 1 
* to yon all, that you will henceforth mind the Spi-.l 
t of the Lord God, and hearken to the voif^ of -^ 
Ihrist in your souls. This is the teatitiiony of the 
itspel wiivsu-y wlticb wcia once recomaeDded to Ibe 
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>eveii cburches in Asia, * He that hath an ear let 
bim hear wbat the Spirit sailb unto the churi'lit's :' 
what dilTerence is there between us and ihem ? jou 
are all to hear what the Spirit saith to the churches, 
and to youi- own souls. Hnw strange and unroulh 
doth this look ? hoiv unusual a forio and manner of 
meech is this? if we should go tlirougli all ihe 
CDurches in England, and other counlries, and when 
we couie there, we should say, you thai have ears 
to hear, hear what the Spirit sailh lo yuu; Ihey 
would be ready to scoff and deride, and say, here is 
a Quaker. 

O that the Lord would give you to understand 
thiii, and open all your hearts, that you may bear 
the voice uF Christ, and what ihe Spiiit sailh to 
you, and to the churches, least misery and caUmitv 
overtake you, and that will be very sad indeed, if 
Ihe day of your visitation go over your heads, and 
you will not be gathered : I beseech every one of 
you to mind ibe day of your visitation ; turn to the 
Lord your God with all your hearts, and have re- 
gard lo the voice of Christ, and his Spirit within 
you. It was said of old, that ' ibey wbich are led 
by the Spirit of God are the sons of God ; and 
tney tlat have not tbe Spirit of Christ, are none of 
his.' This I am sure is apostolical doelni<e, yet 
how little is this regarded and preached now a-days? 
how litlle do people mind the Spirit o( God f bow 
little are they led by the Spiiit, or walk by il, as the 
children of God. 'They that have not ibe Spirit 
of Christ, are none of his,' they that are not ' redf em- 
ed by Christ,' by the precious blood of Christ, that 
bave.oot his Spirit, The Spirit of Christ is able lo 
wash away thine, and mine, and eve'ry body's sins. 
The Spirit of Christ came at tbe beginning into 
our souls, and we were baptised by it, and regene- 
rated by it. 

Oh my Friends! if those that are called Chris- 
tians up and down the world, were faithful to tbe 
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I Spirit uf Christ, the gospel would flourisb, ttie Jens 
ItRUuId be btougbt home ; for unto this must all the 
■oation.; or the world be gathered. They that comfi 
■'to be saved, niual walk in tbe Spirit. They that { 
rttill be eternally saved from sin and bell, must wallc 
I to the light of tbe Lord, and in tbe light of tbe 
tXAmb. 

m And s6 my Friends, to ibis light 1 shall leave 
l.jFDu; tbe Lord give you understanding, tfaatyoiij 
i ^aay prize tbe day of your vjsitalion, and knoww 
^^ing gathered into rbe light of the Lord, and be' 
Pfaaptized by the Spirit of God, and gathered into 
B4d> kingdom ; this will be an excellent portion to 
Kyou: Dutif you be not gathered, iben calamity aod 
distress will come upon you, as it did upon JeniSft- 
1cm of old, and tbe things Ibai belong to your peace 
shall- be hid from your eyes. Oh that tbe Lord of 
infinite mercy would incline every heart to seek him, 
that they might tind him, 'for he is not far from ^ 
every one of us ; for in him we live, and move, and ' 
have our being, for we are his offspring,' as certsia -J 
of the old poets and philosophers did believe, and 
was signified unto ua. So the wise men of old tb&t 
did not make a profession of Christ, they did see i( , 
their duty and had some understanding of the w&j . 
that God would take with the children of men. 
The Jews weie in espectation of this ; it was tbeie 
own prophets that prophesied of tbe Messiah oQ' 
thiswise, 'That when be was come, they would' 
despise him, and reject him, and would not have 
him to rule over them,' that is, in their bearts. 
Christ did not come into the world to rule over peo- 
ple's bodies only, but over their minds and hearts;' 
'My son give me thine heart.' He hath taught us 
to pray for this ; 'Thy kingdom c.ime ; thy will be 
done :' the kingdom of God is within you. 

Many parabtes Christ spake and used in hii 
preaching, hut time would fad me lo mention there : 
Christ spoko these in bis gospel, that you might all 
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mind the day^ of your visitation, and be pithered 
into the Spirit of the Lord ; gathered to the Lord 
^ God of heaven and earth, and in and through the 
^ Lord Jesus Christ have eternal life and salvation, 
that God niay be your portion, your lot, and inherit 
tance, when you shall ^o out of this world, and be 
ho more seen of the children of men. 

K  
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TBfi END. 
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